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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE BRITISH ARCHITECTURAL GUILD now invite ar chi- 
tects who desire the formation of a non-political Trade Union 
to protect their interests to communicate with them. p. 324 


IN THE FINAL ARTICLE on ‘“‘ Rural School Rehabilitation ”’ 
the authors analyse an existing school and suggest means by 
which extensions could best be made. They suggest that it is 
up to the architect to impress on his client the need for thinking 
of the future. p. 325 


A BULLETIN dealing with the provisions of playing fields and 
hard games areas has been published by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. p. 338 


THE HEATING OF CHURCHES is the subject of a brochure 
recently published and now reviewed, p. 339 


THE ATOMIC POWER STATIONS SCHEME, as outlined in 
Parliament, is reported on p. 340 


SOME CONCLUSIONS on the behaviour of prestressed concrete 
under high temperatures have been published by the Joint Fire 
Research Organisation. p. 347 


APPRECIABLE ECONOMIES are not expected by the LCC 
from the initial experiment in collaborated building at Camber- 
well, but it is hoped that reliable data of costs and records of 
labour operations obtained will produce results which can be 
applied to future work. p. 348 
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PROBLEMS OF THE OLDER WORKER 


"THE third report on “ Ageing Men in the Labour Force,” 

prepared by Mr. Le Gros Clark, MA, for the Nuffield 
Foundation (summarised in The Builder of January 28) 
deserves close study by the building industry. Based on 
the replies to six fundamental questions given by 78 build- 
ing employers and building foremen (members respectively 
of the LMBA and the London Association of Builders’ 
Foremen and Clerks of Works), it throws a good deal of 
light on a problem that, with an ageing population and the 
drive for increased productivity, is likely to become more 
pressing as time goes on. 


It is estimated that about 40 per cent. of building workers 
are passing, or have passed, the stage of “industrial 
senescence ” by their mid-sixties. The essence of the prob- 
lem is the extent to which they can hold their place with 
the younger men, and it is one of considerable complexity, 
depending on the character of the work, the capacity of the 
worker, and, to some extent, on the attitude of the foreman 
and of the employer to older men. Many, when they are 
past’ their peak, gravitate naturally into maintenance, 
repair and alteration work, with its slower tempo, but, as 
Mr. Le Gros Clark points out, it is bad economics to over- 
weight this side of the industry with the “ over-sixties.” 
Yet, lest it be thought that the mixing of old and young 
in the same gang is necessarily a bad thing, or at the best 
creates a situation where the old are being “ carried” by 
the young, it is well to note that the older men can make a 
special contribution by setting going a steady rhythm of 
work. But mixed age-ranges should not be brought 
together on schemes where “ bonus-incentives” are in 
being. 

In the past the attitude would have been “let the 
problem take care of itself.” To-day it is necessary that 
the working population should be deployed with the utmost 
possible efficiency. As this report shows, there are many 
difficulties in connection with the older workers, but it can 
hardly be doubted that something could be done to improve 
on the existing state of affairs by consultation and planning 
within the industry. ‘“ A co-operative effort on the part 
of all concerned” is called for. We understand that a 
limited number of copies of the report are available, free 
of charge, on application to the Nuffield Foundation, 
Regent’s-park, London, NWI. 


One aspect of this problem of the ageing worker which 
is not discussed in this report is the restriction on the earn- 
ings of those who take their old-age pensions at sixty-five. 
There are many who are willing and able to continue fully 
at work beyond pensionable age, but the deduction from 
pension of one shilling for every shilling earned over £2 
a week is no incentive to productivity. It would be 
interesting to know what the loss of production is from 
this cause. One would think that it would be in the 
interests of the national economy to allow elderly workers 
to earn as much as they could without any diminution of 
pension. 





322 


Notes of the Week 


CONTEMPORARY ITALIAN ART 
| WISH that a renaissance in Italian art 
was as evident as in its architecture, 
judged by Bryan Westwood’s AA talk and 
Kidder Smith’s at the RIBA some time 
ago, for the Arts Council Exhibition at 
the New Burlington Galleries (until 
March 5) is rather disappointing as a 
manifesto, writes Basil Marriott. 

Possibly Italy is turning outwards for 
inspiration, still disorientated by war and 
political upheaval. Such “ de-fascistized ” 
art as was to be seen on the Allied armies’ 
entrance into Rome certainly did not offer 
much encouragement, but was plausibly 
explained then as an over-violent revul- 
sion from the party line. A few one-man 
shows in Venetian galleries later offered 
more hope, even allowing for the para- 
doxically less provincial taste of the north, 
but one had to defer judgment. 

If the Arts Council show, which is “ by 
courtesy” of the Italian Ministry of 
Education, is representative, clearly paint- 
ing and sculpture still has much leeway 
to make up. The effect is oddly derivative 
— a sampling of over-familiar “ isms ” 
and trends here and elsewhere, particu- 
larly in the abstractions which overweigh 
the selection. But even the less “ experi- 
mental” work (if abstracts can so be 
called at this late date) suggests either that 
Italy’s communications with the outer 
world are not yet in working order, or 
that they are proving a mixed blessing. 

Emilio Greco and Minguzzi, among 
sculptors who also show drawings, and of 
the painters Brancaccio and Carlo Levi, 
to me, come nearest to living up to repu- 
tations hitherto taken on trust. I am too 
sanguine about Italy to be unduly dis- 
couraged, but I do hope some enlightened 
and partisan body like the Italian Insti- 
tute will soon convince us by a full-scale 
demonstration, which I suggest might 
even include industrial design and fashion. 


ROMAN YORK 


THE BUILDER 


The deep trench dug by the archzolo- 
gists has now been filled in and only the 
top layer of the wall can be seen above 
ground. The modern building will not 
disturb the wall, as it will remain a 
few inches below the floor of the new 
structure. 


MOHLG OFFICIAL’S NEW POST 


Mr. H. Symon, CB, Under-Secretary 
to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, who resigned recently to 
undertake private consulting work in 
housing and property, has been appointed 
director and consultant to the Association 
of Land and Property Owners and 
editor of the Real Estate Journal, 
with headquarters at 1, Victoria-street, 
sWwl. 

Before joining the Ministry of Health 
in 1934, Mr. Symon was for some years 
at the Building Research Station. He 
was Under Secretary in charge of housing 


from 1946 to 1951, and then Under* 


Secretary for Local Government and 
Water Supply and Sewerage, and, finally, 
for New Towns. His excellent work at 
the Ministry has gained him great respect 
in the building industry, which will wish 
to congratulate him on his new appoint- 
ment. 


BUILDINGS ON NEW STAMPS 


ANYTHING that helps to increase the 
public’s interest in architecture is to be 
welcomed, and the decision, announced 
by the Postmaster-General, Lord De La 
Warr, in the House of Lords, recently, 
that pictorial designs of a series of his- 
toric buildings are to be made for four 
high-value stamps of the new reign 
(which have yet to be issued) is a step 
in the right direction. If these stamps 
should be a success the authorities 
might even be emboldened to portray 
some new buildings as well as castles and 
stately homes. 
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COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

RIBA.—Exhibition of ‘‘ German Architecture To- 
day.”’ 66, Portland-place, WI. Mondays-Fridzys 
10-7; Saturdays 10-5. Admission free. Continuing 
open until March 24. 

Section AA THEATRE Group.—*‘ The Recruiting 
Officer,”’ a play by George Farquhar. Twenticth 
Century Theatre, Westbourne-grove, W11. 7.30 p.m. 
Final performance on February 26. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26 


EccLesioLoGicaL Society. — ‘* Historic Parish 
Churches (Part 2)—Their Interiors,’’ by Mr. Lawrence 
E. Jones. 2, Bloomsbury-square, WCl. 3 p.m. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27 


BBC THIRD PROGRAMME.—‘‘ Some Thoughts on 
German Architecture,’’ by Mr. Richard Sheppuard, 
FRIBA. 5.40 p.m. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
PLANNING ForuM.—‘‘ Housing in British Guiaia,” 
. A. E. Hickinbotham, 28, King-street, WC2, 


Their Preservation 
12, Great George. 


‘* Historic Buildings: 
and Use,’’ by Mr. Chuter Ede. 
street, SWI. 5.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 1 
RIBA.—‘‘ Architecture as a Science and as an Art,” 
by Dr. J. Bronowski, MA, 66, Portland-place, WI. 
6 p.m. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.—First of two lectures on 
““City and Regional Planning in California,’’ by 
Professor T. J. Kent. University College, Gower- 
street, WC1. 5.30 p.m. 

March 3. 

RICS.—-Annual dinner. Grosvenor House, Park- 

lane, W1. 7.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2 
Royat Society OF ArTs.—‘‘ The Beauty of Stained 
Glass,’’ by Mr. Carl Edwards, RSA, John Adam- 
street, WC2. 2.30 p.m. 
VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseuM.—‘‘ Landscape in 
Helen Lowenthal. V & A 


Concluding lecture on 


Victorian Art,’’ by 
Museum, South Kensington. 6.15 p.m. 

LONDON BUILDERS’ FOREMEN’S ASSOCIATION.— 
Quarterly general meeting. Memorial Hall, Farring- 
don-street, ECl. 6.15 p.m. 


THURSDAY, MARCH 3 
Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Annual dinner. 
chester Hotel, WI. 7.30 p.m. 
ARCHITECTURE CLUB.—Supper, to be followed by 
discussion. Chez Auguste, 47, Frith-street, Soho. 
7.30 p.m. 


Dor- 


FRIDAY, MARCH 4 
INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS (LONDON 
BrANCH).—Buffet dance. Bush House Restaurant, 
Aldwych, WC2. 7.30 p.m. 
GuILD oF SuRvEYorRS.—Annual dinner and dance. 
Cumberland Hotel, Marble Arch, WI. Reception 
6.30 p.m. 





THOSE indefatigable builders, the 
Romans, have come to light again 
almost in the middle of an impor- 
tant building site in the main shop- 
ping centre at York, writes a 
correspondent. Their remains, how- 
ever, have been quietly buried after 
careful examination by experts. 

Wm. Birch and Sons, Ltd., the 
York builders, are erecting a block 
of premises to a design by Messrs. 
Kitson, Parish, Ledgard and 
Pyman, of Leeds. The premises 
will probably be shops and offices. 
The shops on either side of the 
site have had to be braced back 
‘with timbers as the new premises 
are on a bomb-damaged site. Dig- 
ging down deep to underpin the 
adjacent structures brought to light 
the old Roman wall which once 
guarded York. They found the 
Roman builders had put up a wall 
5 ft. thick, dating back to the third 
and fourth centuries. Stranger still 
were the remains of two earlier 
walls, made of clay ramparts 
topped with a palisade of wood. 
Pieces of the wood, now powdered 
with age, were unearthed and the 
grain marks of other stakes were 
found imprinted in the clay. 














The winning design (by Mr. Gordon Tait, FRIBA, of Sir John Burnet, Tait and Partners) 


in the competition for offices for the English Electric Company on the Gaiety site. 
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Offices on the Gaiety Site, Aldwych 


THE COMPETITION REVIEWED 


By CHARLES H. PIKE, ARIBA 


G'NCE the war there has been only one 

competition in London for a build- 
ing of importance, the Trades Union 
Congress headquarters in Bloomsbury. 
When, therefore, a progressive industrial 
concern, such as the English Electric 
Company, wishes to erect a contempor- 
ary office building on the site of the old 
Gaiety Theatre, the matter is not only of 
interest to Londoners, but to all those 
who recall or have heard of the former 
glories of this celebrated corner of 
Lendon. 

An architectural competition, limited 
to nine firms of considerable distinction, 
ali widely experienced and who represent 
a most interesting cross-section of archi- 
tectural thought and with a nice grading 
of all generations, was the method 
adopted. Two eminent and very experi- 
enced Assessors, Sir Percy Thomas and 
John Murray Easton, ensured that the 
winner would have to measure up to a 
very high standard. Competition con- 
ditions are often the subject of debate, 
but in this instance all the fundamentals 
are admirably clear. The intention of the 
promoters, the limiting factors, such as 
plot ratio, means of escape, fire pre- 
cautions, light angles and town planning 
are precise without restricting the imagi- 
native outlook of the competitors. And, 
last but not least, the rate per foot cube 
is given to avoid any wishful thinking. 


THE PROBLEM 


It is almost impossible to consider the 
designs without some knowledge of the 
formidable planning problem facing the 
competitors. The following, not 
necessarily in order of importance, indi- 
cate the main considerations : — 

1. The desire of the English Electric 

Co. to build a new functional office 

building integrated with their existing 

premises at Marconi House on _ the 
adjacent site; 

2. The provision of a main entrance 
to the whole group of offices, both new 
and old; 


_ 3. The provision within the build- 
ing site of car parking facilities for 
about 30 cars; 

4. A plot ratio of 5 to 1; 

5. The importance of the site at the 
west corner of Aldwych which will, in 
due course, face a proposed new 
square to be, constructed at the 
northern end of Waterloo Bridge. 


METHODS ADOPTED 


The competitors’ planning problem 
was extremely complex due to the shape 
of the site and the need to provide as 
much well lighted office space as possible, 
which would link to the existing building. 
The majority of competitors adopted a 
courtyard plan with offices following the 
general line of the adjacent streets. The 
Winner—GorpDon Tait, of Sir John 
Burnet, Tait and Partners—favoured a 


spinal block of considerable height. The 
scheme submitted by Farmer and Dark 
also adopted this method, while Basil 
Spence achieved an interesting combi- 
nation of both courtyard and spinal 
planning. 

The detail planning at ground level of 
all the schemes, with exception of the 
winner, was most powerfully influenced 
by the method of getting cars to the under- 
ground car park. In some cases the area of 
access ramp far exceeded the actual park- 
ing space, and led to a most expensive 
section of building out of all proportion 
to the remainder. The winner gets down 
very simply and directly by a double 
width ramp and avoids waste of space by 
keeping the main ground floor slightly 
above street level and using the natural 
ground levels to advantage. The solution 
to the car parking problem within the 
site is a matter of vital importance to 
all architects planning buildings in the 
central area, and its influence on the plan 
and cost of building cannot be lightly 
set aside. 

The plot ratio gave competitors the 
option of a relatively high narrow block 
of offices exceeding the height of the 
existing office buildings, but well lighted, 
or an attempt to keep to existing heights 
and spreading the area over a smaller 
number of storeys. The majority 
favoured a higher building, but Louis DE 
SoIsSONS, MICHAEL ROSENAUER and 
ADAMS, HOLDEN & PEARSON tried the 
alternate method with varying degrees of 
success. 

It was quite evident that the integra- 
tion of the new offices with the old build- 
ing was a major difficulty unless a dis- 
proportionate area of the plan was to be 
used for vertical circulation and escape 
purposes. It was in this particular point of 
planning that the winner is so successful. 
The existing building is skilfully used to 
minimise the need for new staircases, and 
the old and new lifts are grouped to form 
one major point of vertical circulation. 


ELEVATIONS 


The position of the site made the 
elevational treatment and blocking of 
more than normal importance. The 
fundamental planning method is natu- 
rally closely related to the external 
appearance. In one or two cases the 
elevation has taken pride of place and 
the object of the building somewhat lost. 
In this category is the scheme submitted 
by Davip DU ABERDEEN, that brilliant 
winner of the TUC Building Competition. 
His conception is of undoubted interest 
with a circular plan placed at the west 
entrance to the site, but it fails to provide 
office space comparable with the winner. 


BasiL SPENCE’S scheme, as might be 
expected from this distinguished archi- 
tect, is of great interest, but once again 
the intense drama of the elevation almost 
bordering on exhibition architecture has 
so dominated the plan that the offices do 
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not receive quite the detailed considera- 
tion they merit. 


The Assessors described the elevations 
as rather “dry” with one or two excep- 
tions. There is a tendency towards 
monotonous repetition with little relief or 
contrast in many schemes. MICHAEL 
ROSENAUER’S treatment on the other 
hand is startling for the present time, and 
a rather badly proportioned window unit, 
in varying sizes, is punctuated by some- 
what overwhelming rusticated buttresses 
with sculptured relief at’ intervals. 


FARQUHARSON. and MACMOoRRAN’S 
elevation treatment is simple and direct, 
but it rests on a heavy rusticated base 
which forms the main reception foyer. 
While the general aesthetic conception is 
quite understandable, the reception foyer 
would be dark and forbidding and cer- 
tainly would not encourage any desire to 
enter the building. 


The winning scheme elevation reflects 
the good planning arrangements, with the 
possible exception of the,rather awkward 
acute angle of rooms at the west end of 
the plan. The existing buildings are 
mainly ignored except for a general 
lining up of the height of the lower block 
and the cornice of Marconi House, and 
the main block being set back the conflict 
does not arise. There is a pleasant con- 
trast of void and solid in relief to repeat- 
ing units which in themselves are well 
proportioned. 


The ground-floor level is perhaps less 
successful facing the Strand, and the sign 
showing the building owners’ name is 
very unhappy, but these are only minor 
details in a fine conception. The general 
colour of stone facing to tone with the 
existing building will create a harmony 
which should enable the old and new to 
live side by side without disturbance. 


NOTES ON INDIVIDUAL DESIGNS 


It is difficult to cover all aspects of the 
various schemes in a brief survey and do 
justice to the great efforts made, but’ the 
following impressions may be of interest: 

No 3, Gorpon Tait, FRIBA (Sir JOHN 
BuRNET TAIT AND PARTNERS): The winning 
design has been described in some detail by 
the Assessors, and it remains only to say 
that their conclusions appear well justified 
and careful study of all the detailed plan 
elements shows very few weak points. One 
or two other competitors must have been 
very close but were just a little less co- 
ordinated and direct or they lacked eleva- 
tional balance. The purely practical con- 
siderations of the proposed building received 
unusually detailed thought even at this stage, 
and the winner’s report reveals a wide grasp 
of all the problems of heating and mech- 
anical services with special emphasis on the 
use of double glazing to reduce the noise 
factor at this busy traffic junction. 


No. 1, Louis DE SOISSONS AND PartT- 
NERS: A good set of drawings illustrate this 
scheme which attempts to solve the problem 
by a building around a courtyard approxi- 
mately to the existing building in general 
height and levels. There are some skilful 
elements of detailed planning and ingenuity, 
but the car-parking problem proves very 
expensive. Elevationally the scheme is 
rather dull and perhaps the architects were 
a little out of sympathy with the character 
required by the promoters. 


No. 2, YORKE, ROSENBERG AND MARDALL: 
Another courtyard plan, very well worked 
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out in detail especially at ground level. 
Relationship with the existing building 
received some attention both in plan and 
elevation, but in neither case is the result 
particularly successful. In general an able 
plan and rather mechanical elevations. 


No. 4, FARQUHARSON AND McMorran: 
The plan of the courtyard type is not unlike 
No. 6, but the office space is deep and might 
be rather wasteful. It is a well-balanced 
composition collectively, although somewhat 
harsh in detail. The heavy wall around 
the main entrance, as mentioned above, is 
a serious defect and car access caused some 
trouble. 


No. 5, MICHAEL ROSENAUER: This design 
is of the courtyard variety with a curved 
end to the Strand. The entrance arrange- 
ments from Aldwych and the Strand are 
good. The car-parking arrangements were 
once again somewhat wasteful. Much 
trouble has obviously been taken with the 
elevations, but the result is disappointing. 


No. 6, ADAMS, HOLDEN AND PEARSON: 
This is a very well considered design of the 
courtyard type, and integration with the 
existing offices, both in plan and elevation, 
has obviously received much thought. It is 
doubtful whether the attention paid to the 
existing building is of much account from 
the elevational standpoint, but undoubtedly 
this is one of the cleanest schemes in plan. 
It is simple, direct and very workable, but 
suffers by comparison with the winner in 
space devoted to circulation both hori- 
zontal and vertical. 


No. 7, FARMER AND Dark, FF.RIBA: 
This design has much in common with the 
winner, and the spinal plan is clean and 
direct. The main office block is 10 storeys 
in height, and it is skilfully integrated with 
the existing premises. The entrance is good 
and attractive, and the ground level connec- 
tion to the existing entrance lobby is similar 
to the winner. The access to the garage, 
once again, is rather complex, but the plan 
as a whole is of a high standard. Eleva- 
tionally the scheme is of interest, but it 
lacks balance of void and solid while the 
individual window unit is less pleasing than 
that of the selected scheme. 


No. 8, Basit SpeNcE ARA, FRIBA: 
Drawn in pencil and well presented this is 
an interesting scheme and full of dramatic 
effect. Even the shape of the rooms in the 
office block is governed, at the west end, 
by elevational consideration. It has a small 
court in addition to the spine block. Con- 
nection to the existing building is not so 
well considered and some of the detail plan- 
ning, particularly the Directors’ suite, does 
not bear close investigation, 


No. 9, Davip pu R. ABERDEEN, FRIBA: 
This is a scheme with a different approach. 
The main office accommodation is concen- 
trated in a circular building at the west end 
of the site. The entrance foyer would 
undoubtedly be very fine, but the conception 
fails in not making full use of the site for 
office purposes. The area provided is very 
much below that of the winner. As might be 
expected from this architect, the overall 
problem of approach, views and visual effect 
were most deeply considered, but it is diffi- 
cult to say that the result is successful either 
in plan or elevation. The design is beauti- 
fully drawn and presented, in a highly 
individual manner, and is worth study on 
that account alone, apart from the obvious 
skill with which many other planning prob- 
lems are resolved in detail. 


By The competition drawings of the winning design, 

_ the principal elevation of the eight unplaced 
designs and the report of the Assessors were given in 
our last issue.—Ep. 


THE BUILDER 


CORRESPONDENCE 


WHAT IS ARCHITECTURE? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


&IR,—The suggestion made by Mr. 

Howling that the RIBA_ should 
invite two architects each to prepare a 
sketch design for a_ building on 
the same site and outline the reasons 
which have led them to their solutions 
is a good one. Why not invite Mr. 
Gordon Tait, winner of the Gaiety site 
competition, illustrated in your last issue, 
to debate with one of the runners-up (say, 
Mr. Michael Rosenauer), the processes 
which have led them to their individual 
solutions. This would, I suggest, make 
an interesting and informative evening 
for students of all ages. 

Davip GRAHAM. 


Finchley-road, NW3. 


SALARIED ARCHITECTS AND THE 
BRITISH ARCHITECTURAL GUILD 


To the Editor of The Builder 


~IR,—The recently declared attitude of 
the RIBA to the question of the, 
representation of salaried architects 
leaves the position almost exactly as it 
was a year ago when questionnaires on 
the subject were issued by that body. The 
Royal Institute announces its inability to 
act as, or to promote the formation of, 
a Trade Union, and advises salaried 
architects to join one or other of the 
established protective organisations. 
This, of course, salaried architects 
have been able to do for many years; 
and it is precisely because no existing 
organisation has been found adequate to 
the specialised requirements of the pro- 
fession that the RIBA acceded to the 
long-expressed and growing demand for 
investigation. It was for the same reason 
that early in 1954 the British Architec- 
tural Guild was formed and registered as 
a Trade Union confined to salaried 
architects, its | founders—themselves 
salaried architects—being convinced that 
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the particular and, as it seemed, urgent 
needs of their section of the profession 
could be met by nothing other than a 
Trade Union concerned exclusively with 
the affairs of salaried architects within 
the’ framework of the whole profession, 
and administered by them but having no 
political affiliations. 


During the period that the RIBA have 
been engaged in investigating the position, 
the Guild has faithfully observed an 
undertaking to refrain from propaganda 
and recruitment. The time has now 
come, however, to ask whether the pro- 
fession has any use for the Guild or not. 
And this seems to depend on the answer 
of the salaried architects to the following 
questions: 


(a) Do they really desire, and are 
they prepared to implement a protec- 
tive organisation confined to their own 
profession? (And let it here be re- 
membered that nothing less than a 
Trade Union can successfully negotiate 
salary scales and working conditions.) 


(b) If their answer to (a) is yes, do 
they consider that the Guild contains 
the potentials of such an effective 
Union? 

With regard to the second question, 
much has been made of the fact that not 
all the existing rules of the Guild may be 
found generally acceptable—in particu- 
lar, the rule providing that a proportion 
of the governing council shall be mem- 
bers of certain specified professional 
bodies. It cannot be too strongly empha- 
sised, however, that every one of the 
Rules of the Guild, as drafted, is pro- 
visional in the sense that it is entirely 
subject to the will of a future general 
membership and changeable by simple 
resolution, 


In order to obtain registration under 
the Trades Union Acts, it was necessary 
for a set of rules and regulations to be 
in print and deposited with the Regis- 
trar. At the time that these were drawn 
up, this particular rule seemed good be- 
cause it was thought better to moor the 
Union to the existing professional bodies, 
thus ensuring stability, than to allow its 
possible drift into the hands of political 
extremists. However, the Guild exists at 
the moment as a structure of broad prin- 
ciples rather than of worked-out detail. 
If it is serviceable in outline, its exact 
form and shape remain to be hammered 
out by its membership, the rules as 
drafted, regulations as to fees, etc., serv- 
ing only as discussible starting points for 
ultimate fixity. 


The British Architectural Guild was 
founded as a disinterested effort to solve 
what was believed io be an urgent problem 
within the architectural profession. A good 
deal of time, hard work and thought, and 
some expense have gone to its making. 
Whatever the outcome, however, these will 
not be regretted, for it is a fact that in 1955 
a registered Trade Union for architects only, 
undiluted by other interests and, with no 
political or other strings, capable of being 
moulded in accordance with the will of those 
for whom it was devised, is at last available 
to the profession—is theirs for the asking 
without any gain, profit or advantage accru- 
ing to those who promoted it. 
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Does the profession want it or not? That 
js the question the Guild must now ask, 
and in the asking it must be made clear 
that if support is not forthcoming an early 
winding-up has been decided upon. There 
is no intention of allowing the Guild to 
drag out a long, attenuated and purposeless 
exisience. The matter, then, is now in the 
hands of the profession, and, to put it to 
the test, architects in salaried employment 
(whether official or private) and architectural 
students similarly employed, are invited to 
communicate in strict confidence with the 
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Guild, when they will be sent particulars of 
the aims and objects, together with the rules 
and regulations as drafted, and any other 
information they may desire. 

If sufficient support is forthcoming to 
develop the Guild, early arrangements will 
be made to hold a meeting with a view to 
setting down such modifications to the rules 
as will make them acceptable to all sections 
of the profession. 

R. E. Istep, Secretary, 
British Architectural Guild. 
59, New Cavendish-street, London, W1. 





The Improvement of Rural Schools 


3.—AN INVESTIGATION OF THE PROBLEMS FOUND 
AT A PARTICULAR SCHOOL 


By JOHN STILLMAN, ARIBA, and JOHN EASTWICK-FIELD, 
BA Arch(Hons), ARIBA « 


JX order that the suggestions which we 

have already made (The Builder, 
January 21 and February 4) should not 
appear merely theoretical we are describ- 
ing how we think it would be possible 
to put them into practice in an actual 
school. 

With the kind permission of the Mana- 
gers and of the Headmaster, we have 
taken for our example a Church School 
for boys and girls known as the St. 
Mary’s Primary School, at Shenfield. This 
school was built in 1893 and consisted 
basically of two “school rooms” and 
two cottages—one for the master and one 
for the mistress. 

For long the early neo-Gothic buildings 
sufficed—at least in the extent of their 
accommodation—but in this particular 
village the population increased and in 
1937, when part of the buildings were 
damaged by a fire caused by one of the 


open grates, two new classrooms, some 
cloakrooms and two staff rooms were 
added. A radiator heating scheme was 
also installed, with a small hand-fired 
boiler, and electric lighting was put in 
in the form of three or four pendant 
fittings in each classroom. 

At this time the school was officially 
classified as having Aided status. Despite 
the fact that the maximum number of 
pupils anticipated in the ‘School 
Development Plan” formulated by the 
County after the 1944 Act was 195, the 
demand for places increased, and in 1954 
two further classrooms were added to 
form an infants’ wing, making a total of 
six classrooms, There are, however, at 
present 320 pupils, and the school is 
organised as a one-form entry school, 
that is to say there are enough children 
to provide a class for each age group 
between 5 and 11 years inclusive, 


~~ 


Fig. 3.—This photograph shows the typical 
pre-war classroom extension contrasting 
with the neo-Gothic entrance tower. 


making seven classes. Normally classes 
are for 40 children, but classes up to 50 
have had to be tolerated for a period in 
view of the great numbers of children 
wanting primary school places after the 
war. This means that this school needs 
rooms for seven classes of not more than 
50. In fact, it has at present six class- 
rooms with about 48 pupils in each, leav- 
ing some 30 children, who have to be 
accommodated in the village hall, a 
quarter of a mile away across a main 
road. Apart from this one classroom, 
the school also lacks a hall and any 
accommodation suitable for dining; 
school ‘meals have to be served at the 
village hall. 


PROPOSALS FOR EXTENSION 


For the purpose of illustration, we des- 
cribe how, in our view, the extensions 
now required could best be made and 
how the existing part could be adapted 
so as to conform with the Regulations. 


Fig. 1.—The 1893 school buildings, St. Mary’s Primary School, Shenfield, with part of the 1937 extension on the right. Fig. 2 (right) 
shows the end of one of the old classrooms, with the two “ cottages’ adjacent. In the background is the infants’ wing added in 1954. 
The spire of the church appears over the roof of this building. 
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Fig. 5.—Even the 1937 extensions do not satisfy the standards which are now expected. The natural lighting is better, but there 
is no means of shading from direct sunlight. The artificial lighting, however, remains primitive and if it were used for long periods 
would undoubtedly cause strain. The direct contrast between the high powered bare lamp and the dark “ blackboard” must make it 
very difficult to read what is on the board, and even cause real strain. Fig. 6 (right).—One of the rooms in the old teacher’s cottage. 
It has been enterprisingly converted to a small library. It shows how rooms extra to those officially required can serve small groups 
of children and so help to give teachers some relief from the otherwise enormous classes. This is one benefit which old schools may 
sometimes have over new schools. In this school the cottage provided four rooms used as a small study room, a painting room, a 


Readers will appreciate that the schemes 
are hypothetical, and the sentiments we 
express are personal and have been intro- 
duced to emphasise some of the prin- 
ciples we have discussed earlier. They 
may leave out of account factors of 
which we are not aware. 

We feel that the extensions which have 
already been made have, for financial 
and other reasons, been considered piece- 
meal, and have had the effect of making 
further extensions awkward to plan. 
Even if there are financial restrictions 
we suggest that it is up to the architect 
to impress upon his client the need for 
thinking of the future, and however diffi- 
cult it may be, to try to visualise all the 
additions which can reasonably be antici- 
pated. It is always possible to make an 
overall plan, even if only a part can be 
built at a time. With this in mind we 
show one scheme based on a survey of 
the existing buildings and a second 
scheme in which we have assumed that 
there have been no extensions at all, and 
that the basis of our development is 
nothing more than the original buildings 
of 1893. 


PRELIMINARY STEPS 


Before describing the two schemes in 
detail, however, we recount briefly what 
steps are likely to have to be taken 
before building can start. 

Administration. — In the “aided” 
Church School which we are considering 
there is, as is usual, a committee of 
“‘ managers ” whose responsibility it is to 
ensure that the school does not fall below 
the required standards of the Regulations 
already quoted. In practice their attention 


library and a stock room respectively. 


may be drawn by the Divisional Edu- 
cation Officer, and by the HMI (Her 
Majesty’s Inspector of Schools) and 
other officials, such as the School Medi- 
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cal Officer, to deficiencies in their school. 

Although half the cost of capital im- 
provements for teaching and general 
accommodation is met by the Ministry of 
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Fig. 4.—The larger of the two original classrooms which now has to be used for assembly. 

It is too big for a classroom and too small for a hall. It has been improved by a hardwood 

floor and by new furniture, but it still has many of the familiar characteristics which make 
it unsuitable for its purpose. 
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Education, and the whole of the cost of 
kitchen and dining accommodation and 
of the provision for medical inspection, 
and of the playground and fences is paid 
for by the Local Education Authority, 
it may well be that the managers find 
it difficult to raise their proportion of the 
monies required. They have to do this 
by such expedients as jumble sales, 
obtaining grants from the Diocese, by 
covenants and by voluntary subscriptions 
from parents and other individuals inter- 
ested in the school, 

It was the chairman of this Committee, 
at Shenfield, together with the Head- 
master, who gave us our “ brief,” and 
whilst going round the school and dis- 
cussing the schemes with them we felt 
that architects should make it their re- 
sponsibility not only to take note of the 
particular additions or improvements 
which are suggested to them, but also to 
point out in what other respects, if any, 
the school appears to them to fall below 
standard. Because of financial stringency 
it nay not be possible to carry out all 
the work which the architect might feel 
desirable, but we cannot help thinking 
that an overall plan will usually be wel- 
comed by managers if only to avoid 
piecemeal development. 


THE PROGRAMME AGREED 


Assuming, however, that a programme 
has been agreed by the Managers and 
the Local Education Authority, the 
architect will prepare sketch plans and 
an approximate estimate; he should also 
by now have discussed his fee with the 
managers and have obtained their agree- 
ment, especially to any additional fees for 
surveying the existing school. 

The sketch plans will need the appro- 
val of the managers and also, possibly, 
of the Diocese. The architect may have 
thought it worth while obtaining prior 
approval in principle from the Local 
Education Authority and from _ the 
Ministry, but even if he did not do so 
he will now be required to submit his 
proposals formally on form SB22 to the 
Ministry of Education through the Local 
Education Authority, together with an 
estimate of the cost. 

When approval is given, the working 
drawings can be done and tenders ob- 
tained. Provided the lowest tender is 
formally accepted by the managers and 
provided it is within the estimated figures 
for the “nett” and “gross” costs 
already submitted to the Ministry, 
instructions can be given for the work to 
start. This applies to minor projects 
under £10,000; for projects over £10,000 
a “starting date”? must be obtained and 
the work must be included in the Local 
Education Authority’s building pro- 
gramme. In obtaining the tenders, it is 
necessary to keep separate the work for 
which the Local Education Authority 
pays the whole of the cost. 

Although building can start without 
formal notification from the Ministry, a 
record of the tenders must be sent to it 
on form SB27. Two further forms have 
to be submitted in due course: SB23 
When the work is finished, and SB17 
When the final account has been 
approved. It should be noted that 
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Fig. 8.—Infants in one 
of the classrooms in 
the 1954 extension. 
This building provides 
classrooms which are 
properly lit and 
heated, but in the 
authors’ opinion, if a 
little more money had 
been available, a build- 
ing which was visually 
more sympathetic 
both to its function 
and to the other school 
buildings could have 
been built. 


wherever part of the costs is borne by 
the Local Education Authority or the 
Ministry, the final account will be 
audited by the Local Education 
Authority, and any variation or extras in- 
volving increases in cost will have to be 
accounted for by the architect. 


SCHOOLS EXEMPT FROM 
BY-LAWS 


It may be as well to record here that 
all school buildings are exempt from the 
by-laws; but if it were intended to depart 
from them substantially, it would be at 
least courteous to discuss the proposals 
with the Local Authority. Formal 
application for town planning approval 
is, however, necessary for Aided Schools, 
though not for County Schools, since any 
scheme for the latter is promoted and 
approved by a committee of the same 
Authority as the planning committee. 

The Ministry of Education’s Admini- 
strative Memorandum No. 456, October, 








Fig. 7.—Although the arrangement of 
basins in the 1937 additions serves its 
purpose and is obviously economical, it is 
to be hoped that, where possible, new 
sanitary fittings in old schools should be 
installed in a less institutional manner and 
not necessarily concentrated in one room. 





1953, deals with the administrative 
matters discussed above and with grants 
and loans under sections 102 to 105 of 
the Education Act of 1944, and architects 
undertaking work of this kind should 
have a copy to refer to. 


THREE PROBLEMS 


Architectural Problems—So much for 
the administration. Returning to the par- 
ticular school with which we are con- 
cerned, we found that there were really 
three problems. ‘ 

(1) The first and most important was 
to provide the ‘additional accommo- 
dation required: a new hall and 
kitchen; an extra classroom for the 
class now held in the village hall; and 
a new staff room and extra cloakroom 
for the staff and pupils. 

(2) The second was to alter the exist- 
ing old classrooms to make them more 
suitable for the purpose, and, associa- 
ted with this and with the new build- 
ings, to consider whether the heating 
should not be supplied from one new 
boiler instead of from the two exist- 
ing boilers. 

(3) The third was to decide what 
should be done with the two cottages 
attached to the school. One of these 
had been put to good use, but the other 
appeared to serve no very useful pur- 
pose to the school and to be better 
demolished either to open up the plan 
or to make room for a new classroom. 
We noted also that it was not possible 

to fit in a paved area of the correct 
dimensions (145 ft. by 110 ft.) on the 
existing hard surface, and that it would 
be necessary to take some of the adjacent 
playing field for this purpose. We were 
told that there were other playing fields 
which could be used for football and 
cricket. 

The same problems would arise 
whether or not one accepted the existing 
extensions to the old school, but for 
interest we have prepared two planning 
schemes, the first without them and the 
second with them. 
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Sketch plan showing the disposition of the existing buildings and grounds. The dotted line on the existing field shows the 
area of paved playground, 145 ft. by 110 ft., which is required for a school of this size. 


There must, of course, be many solu- 
tions for such projects, and it would be 
too lengthy to describe in detail the 
reasons for arriving at our particular 
solutions. Nevertheless, we hope that by 
drawing attention to the main issues and 
commenting briefly on our proposals, we 
shall have touched upon some of the 
problems which will be common to most 
rural schools. 


Scheme 1 


EXISTING BUILDINGS: 

One L-shaped classroom 530 sq. ft. 

One large classroom 860 sq. ft. 

Two teachers’ cottages. 

PROBLEM: 

To provide accommodation for seven 
classes. 

School: nominal number of pupils 280. 

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED BY REGULATION: 

Site: 13 acres. 

Paved area: 145 by 110 feet. 

Playing field: 14 acres. 

Teaching accommodation: 5,740 sq. ft. 
including seven classrooms not less than 
520 sq. ft. each and a hall. 

Storage for apparatus, equipment and 
materials. 

Facilities for storing and drying outdoor 
clothing. 

Sanitary accommodation: 18 fittings (we’s 
and urinals), 21 washbasins. 

Staff common room. 

Head teacher’s room. 

Staff cloakrooms and sanitary accom- 
modation. 

Facilities for medical inspection and treat- 
ment (with washbasins, etc.). 

Storage for school stocks. 

Fuel store. 

Suitable accommodation for dining. 

Suitable kitchen. 

Heating, lighting and services in accord- 
ance with part VIII of the Regulations. 


SOLUTION: 

1. Existing badly 
adapted for staff rooms. 

2. Existing large classroom brought up to 
standard by introducing new windows on 
S-E side. Blocking up gable window and 
fixing false ceilings. Part divided off to 
make cloakrooms. 

3. Make use of one cottage for stores and 
study rooms. 

4. Demolish second cottage. 

5. Add new work as shown on the plan 
(Scheme I). 

The sketch shows the front of the school 
with a new classroom in place of the old 
cottage. 


shaped classroom 




















The factors which influenced the choice of 
planning for the rest of the building were: 


1. To form a courtyard. 


2. To permit sunlight to penetrate all the 
rooms as much as possible—particularly the 
classrooms. 


3. To obtain a central position for the 
hall and to maintain a separate access from 
the road by the Church (the managers had 
in mind outside functions). 


4. To obtain convenient service atcess to 
the boiler house and kitchen. 


5. To keep the prominence of the old 
buildings. 
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The ola L-shaped classroom is used for staff rooms and a new classroom built in place 


of the second cottage. 


The object of this sketch is to suggest that where extensions 


are intimately connected with old buildings it may be desirable to make some concession 
to them. Perhaps it may be enough as shown here to roof the extension in the same 
manner as the old building. (Scheme 1.) 
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Plan showing how the original building could have been developed but for later additions. The original building is shown 
hatched and the cottages have been demolished. (Scheme 1.) 


















































Sketch plan showing possible extension and improvement of existing building (shown hatched). The existing outside 
lavatories, boiler house, fuel store and second cottage have been shown' demolished. The new boiler house would serve 
the whole scheol. (Scheme 2.) 
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An impression of the new hall and covered way to the existing infants’ wing as visualised 
in the scheme for adding to and improving the school as it is at present. (Scheme 2.) 


Scheme 2 


EXISTING BUILDINGS: 

Two old classrooms and cottages as in 
Scheme 1. 

Outside we’s (main drainage) for boys 
and girls (partially roofed). 

Two classrooms 520 sq. ft. each (1937). 

Rooms for washbasins and cloaks. 

Two staff rooms and a staff cloakroom 
(1937). 

Boiler house and air raid shelter used for 
fuel store. 

Two new classrooms with lavatories and 
cloakrooms and small boiler house 
(1954). 

PROBLEM: 
As for Scheme 1. 


SOLUTION: 
See plan for Scheme 2. 


In order to make a coherent plan it is 
necessary to demolish the existing outside 
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lavatories, boiler house and fuel store. We 
realise that it might be difficult to persuade 
the clients to do this, particularly as some 
efforts had been made to improve the out- 
side we’s. On the other hand to leave them 
would make it impossible to plan the new 
buildings without wasteful circulation space 
and would perpetuate a feeling of makeshift 
extension. 


Since suitable staff rooms exist it was not 
possible to find another use for the old 
L-shaped classroom, and our suggestions for 
improving it have been shown in_ the 
sketches. We have assumed that it could 
best be used for the reception class as it is 
a bad shape for a full class. 


The second cottage is pulled down since 
it does not contribute to the school, though 
if necessary this could be done later. Another 
classroom is added to the 1954 extension 
and the boiler removed. The classrooms are 
linked to the hall with a covered way. The 
heating and hot water for the whole school 
is provided from a new boiler house and 
fuel store. Apart from these considerations 
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the choice of the position of the new build- 
ings is governed by the same considerations 
as in Scheme 1 

It so happens that the school we have 
chosen needs considerable extension as 
well as improvement, and Scheme 2 
would probably cost more than £10,000. 
It would therefore have to be included 
in the County’s building programme. On 
the other hand, if as a first instalment, 
the assembly hall, kitchen, boiler house 
and internal lavatories were built, the 
work might not cost more than £10,000 
and could be considered under the 
Ministry’s definition of minor work. 


We have assumed that radiators would 
be a more convenient form of heating 
and almost certainly the cheapest. In 
schools with only two or three class- 
rooms it may be_ disproportionately 
expensive to build a boiler house and 
install central heating, and in such cir- 
cumstances it may be necessary to heat 
the classrooms individually with some 
form of unit heater. The Coal Utilisa- 
tion Council have issued a pamphlet 
“New Warmth for Old Schools,” giving 
details of cost and of some useful stoves, 

(Concluded. Earlier articles appeared 
in our issues of January 21 and February 
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The old L-shaped classroom as existing and as it might be improved. The authors suggest that it would be more appropriate 


as the reception classroom for infants, and have considered it as such in their plan. 


The end window has been blocked 


up, the South-East windows enlarged, and a suspended ceiling introduced. The use may be presupposed of brighter colours 
and more suitable lighting fittings than exist, and also of some built-in fitments suitably small in scale. (Scheme 2.) 
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View from Brownlow Hill. 


Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral: The Revised Design 


ADRIAN GILBERT SCOTT, CBE, MC, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


Slew preliminary sketch plans for the modified 
design which will replace the late Sir Edwin 
Lutyens’ design show a very large domed central 
space 172 ft. in diameter, the same as in Lutyens’ 
original design, with eight 50 ft. wide arms radiating 
from it, all focused on the High Altar which is sited 
under the dome as at St. Peter’s, Rome. This provides 
the maximum of seating within sight and easy distance 
from the Altar. 

As an indication of the size of the domed area, the 
corresponding diameter of the dome of St. Peter’s 
is 139 ft. and of St. Paul’s 110 ft. The exterior design 











is dominated by the dome, the remainder of the 
cathedral itself forming a simple podium for this. 
The main entrance is now at the north end from 
Brownlow Hill, to enable the roof of the existing crypt 
to be used as a grand piazza for outdoor services (when 
1,000 people can be accommodated) and to provide 
space for the necessary Diocesan buildings and 
sacristies at the other end adjoining the sanctuary. 
The narthex, being at the level of the crypt roof, will 
be some 12 ft. above the cathedral floor, thus providing a 
fine view of the cathedral, which is linked with the exist- 
ing crypt by stairs leading under the raised narthex. 
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View from south-west. Below : Exterior of classroom block from south-west. 


ALBRIGHTON PRIMARY SCHOOL : for Shropshire CC 


Architects & Quantity Surveyors 
JACKSON & EDMONDS, FF.RIBA 


Structural Engineer Builders 
S. WILLIS, MICE, MIStructE JOHN McLEAN (BUILDERS), LTD. 
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hee school has been built for the Shropshire County 
Council and was completed in 1953. It is a junior school 
with accommodation for 360 pupils. 


The building is planned with classroom block facing south 
across open country connected to the noisier parts of the building 
(assembly hall, dining-room and kitchen) by a broad corridor 
serving the administration rooms, and forming the main 
entrance hall. It is intended to add an infants’ school at a later 
date to the south-west of the present school, and the kitchen 
and boiler house have been built to deal with the ultimate loads. 
The playground area is placed to the north of the site, well 
away from the teaching rooms. Three classrooms have been 
placed on the first floor, two over the main entrance hall and 
one’ over the centre of the classroom wing, and these, while 
providing an economy in circulation space, are also most 
valuable in the architectural composition of the building. 


The construction is traditional. The big spaces are steel 
framed with roofs of precast concrete finish with reconstructed 
stone edges, while the smaller units are solid construction. All 
the roof slabs are insulated with a vermiculite screed. Walls 
are in a buff facing brick with darker plinths and dressings. 
Windows are metal-framed throughout, set in reconstructed 
stone sub-frames where they occur in brickwork. External 
entrance doors and main entrance screen are in mahogany. 
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In fitting out the school the wearing surfaces have been 
finished with materials of a high durability, wherever possible. 
Floors are composition blocks in the corridors, classrooms and 
dining-room, Horton stone in the entrance hall, wood blocks in 
the assembly hall, adamantine quarry tiles in the kitchen and 
terrazzo in the lavatories and cloaks. Walls are plastered 
generally with tiled dadoes in the lavatories, kitchen and certain 
of the corridors. Sufficient areas of acoustic tiling have been 
included in all the teaching rooms and in the assembly hall to 
produce comfortable hearing conditions, and large panels are 
also included in the dining-room ceiling to reduce the noise 
level. 


The drama activity in the schools of this part of the county 
is reflected in the assembly hall at Albrighton, which is likely 
to serve a larger area than the school itself. The stage to the 
hall is well equipped with stage lighting arrangements and with 
curtains and screens, and is served by dressing-rooms and 
lavatories. There is also a cine projection room, and the hall 
has emergency lighting. 

The building is heated by radiators supplied with low- 
pressure hot water from twin boilers which are mechanically 
stoked by under-floor stokers. ‘The system is fully automatic 
and controlled by outside weather conditions. Domestic hot 
water is by calorifiers off the main system during the heating 
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Plan of the school. 
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season and by a thermostatically controlled gas boiler 
during the summer. 

Groups of trees and shrubs have been planted about 
the school, together with herbaceous and _ shrub 
borders against the building in the forecourt. These, 
and the reconstructed stone sculpture, complete the 
setting. 

The sculpture was carried out by Dr. Karl Vogel, 
and planting by Harold Mills (Gardens), Ltd. Mr. 
Walley was the clerk of works. Following is a list of 
sub-contractors and suppliers: 

Blockleys, Ltd., and Himley Brick Co., Ltd., facing 
bricks; Constone, Ltd., reconstructed stonework; Constone, 
Ltd., and Siegwart, Ltd., precast concrete beams, steelwork ; 
Acme Flooring Co., Ltd., woodblock flooring; Ashwell and 





Sculpture by Dr. Karl Vogel. 


Nesbit, Ltd., heating and hot water installation; Adamite 
Co., Ltd., flush doors; John Gibbs, Ltd., metal windows; 
James Gibbons, Ltd., ironmongery; Granwood Flooring 
Co., Ltd., composition flooring; Hill and Smith, Ltd., 
wrought iron gates; Hall Manufacturing and Supply Co., 
Ltd., stage gear. 


Harris and Sheldon, Ltd., roller shutters; Hutchin and 
Co., light fittings; Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd., lantern 
lights; Lee, Longland and Co., Ltd., stage curtains; 
La Brea Asphalte, Ltd., asphalt tanking; Marbello and 
Durus, Ltd., terrazzo paving; Midland Wallboards, Ltd., 
acoustic tiling; H. Pearson and Co., Ltd., electrical work; 
J. R. Pearson, Ltd., metal handrailing; Pilkington Bros., Ltd., 
glass domelights; Ruberoid, Ltd., felt roofing; W. Robbins, 
Ltd., structural steelwork; W. B. Tatlow and Sons, Ltd., 
sanitary fittings. 








Main entrance from south-west. 


The sculpture is on the extreme left. 
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Entrance hall. 





Exterior of assembly hall 
and (left) entrance hall. 
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Exterior of classroom four. 








Dining-room. 


Below : Assembly hall. 
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News of the Week 


SHOW-FLAT EXHIBIT 


GIR KENNETH LEE has invited the 
Council of Industrial Design to plan 
a British show flat at the international 
exhibition at Halsingborg from June 10 
to August 28 next. The exhibition, 
according to the Council, will be one of 
the most important international exhibi- 
tions of architecture, industrial design, 
home furnishings and crafts to be held in 
recent years. Organised by the City of 
Halsingborg and the Swedish Society of 
Industrial Design, and under the patron- 
age of King Gustav Adolf and Queen 
Louise, it will be the largest of its kind 
held in Sweden since the Stockholm 
Exhibition of 1930. 

Britain, the USA and many European 
nations have been invited to provide a 
family flat of 1,000 sq. ft., fully equipped 
with furniture, textiles and fittings—the 
flat to demonstrate existing or experi- 
mental planning in each country and to 
be furnished with products so far as pos- 
sible in current production. 

The CoID has invited Mr. Michael 
Pattrick, ARIBA, Principal of the AA 
School of Architecture, to select from 
existing types of flat-plan one which will 
express the best architectural thought 
current in Britain today. It has also in- 
vited his wife, Mrs. Jo Pattrick, to plan 
the interior decoration and to select 
furniture, textiles, pottery, glass and fit- 
tings from the best goods in current 
production. 


LIVERPOOL APPOINTMENTS 


AT THE RECENT MEETING of the Council 
of Liverpool University, two appoint- 
ments were made to posts in the Depart- 
ment of Civic Design. Mr. Paul Breni- 
kov, BA, DipCD, AMTPI, was appointed 
Lecturer and Studio Instructor, and Mr. 
David H. Crompton, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
was appointed Leverhulme Research 
Fellow and Lecturer in Civic Design. 

The Senate has awarded a Leverhulme 
Post-graduate Fellowship in the Depart- 
ment of Civic Design, tenable for one 
year, to Mrs. Earley, who was educated 
at the Polytechnic School of Architec- 
ture, The Department of Town Planning, 
University College, London, and at Bec- 
kenham School of Art. During 1947 and 
1948 she served with the planning depart- 
ment of the Kent County Council, and 
in 1949 was appointed Planning Officer, 
London County Council, in development 
control and research divisions. 


NEW CUMBERLAND HOSPITAL 


THE Newcastle Regional Hospital 
Board has appointed Mr. Charles E. 
Pearson, FRIBA, of Messrs. C. B. 
Pearson and Son, of Lancaster, as archi- 
tect for a new general hospital to be built 
at Hensingham, near Whitehaven. The 
first phase in the construction of this new 
hospital will include accommodation for 
312 patients and a further 100 beds will 
be added in the second and third phases, 
giving a total of 412 beds. The esti- 
mated cost in the first instance will be 
in the region .of £1,250,000. 

The whole of the work will.be carried 
out in collaboration with Mr. P. H. 

Mex . 
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Knighton, MBE, ARIBA, architect to 
the Newcastle Regional Hospital Board. 


ANCIENT MONUMENTS BOARD 


Tue Minister of Works has appointed 
Sir Eric de Normann chairman of the 
Ancient Monuments Board for England 
in succession to Lord Harlech, who has 
resigned because of other demands on his 
time. Sir Eric de Normann, who is 61, 
was formerly deputy secretary of the 
Ministry of Works. 


THE TRUSCON SCHOLARSHIP 


Tue Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd., 
offer a travelling scholarship of £125 to 
enable an Associate RIBA to undertake a 
Continental tour of about three weeks’ 
duration. The winner will be accom- 
panied by a member of the company’s 
technical staff awarded a similar scholar- 
ship, and they will be required jointly 
to study interesting reinforced concrete 
work in Europe, with particular reference 
to the collaboration between architect 
and engineer, and prepare a report. 
Applicants must be under 35 years on 
April 1, and must provide evidence of 
their special interest in the subject of 
the scholarship. 

Applications must be submitted by 
April 15 to the Secretary, The Trussed 
Concrete Steel Co., Ltd., Lower Marsh, 
SE1, from whom details are obtainable. 
The applications will be considered by a 
selection committee consisting of Messrs. 
C. S. White, FRIBA, G, Grenfell Baines, 
ARIBA, and a director of the company. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Messrs. J. DowGtass MaTHEWS  & _ PARTNERS 
(E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, OBE, FRIBA, ARICS, 
Oswald D. Pearce, FRIBA, and A. G. Nisbet, BA 
(Arch.), FRIBA) announce that the following mem- 
bers of their staff have been appointed associate 
partners: RALPH S. Poote, ARIBA, J. A. FIsHER, 
ARIBA, ARAIA, and MicuagEL Ryan, AADipl. 
(Hons.), ARIBA. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, February 24, 1855 


METROPOLITAN TURNPIKES. — Restric- 
tive of commerce, obstructive of struc- 
tural improvement and the natural 
progression of dwelling-houses, these 
barriers remain with us as relics of the 
Middle Ages. A movement is, however, 
begun, having for its object the abate- 
ment of the grievance, and the removal 
of all such restrictions beyond the bills 
of mortality, and at least beyond the 
limits of the metropolis, wherein a levy 
of paving and lighting is made upon the 
inhabitants, at present subjected to the 
double mulct of a_ turnpike-toll, pro- 
fessedly imposed for the same purpose of 
keeping the roads in repair. 

It was shown that omnibus proprietors, 
who paid as much as £100 a year, were 
forced to lay the charge on their passen- 
gers in increased fares, and that these 
being chiefly of the middle and lower 
classes, the onus must of course rest on 
their shoulders. 

The tolls on the bridges, though only 
one halfpenny, are grievances of the same 
class. They are unsuited to our times; 
and every bar which imposes the smailest 
dole upon the wayfarer is a restraint 
upon commerce, a check upon free inter- 
course, and a tourniquet upon the main 
artery of civic intercommunication. 


Notes from Council Minutes 


OLLOWING are further notes from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
of February 1:— 


RIBA representatives on the Architects’ 
Registration Council for 1955-1956. The 
Royal Institute is entitled to 27 representa- 
tives for the year beginning April, 1955, and 
the following were appointed: 


Harold Anderson (F), D. H. Beaty-Pownall (F), 


Ronald Bradbury (F), J. T. Castle (A), L. 

(F), T. S. Cordiner (F), Graham Crump (PF) 
F. F. C. Curtis (F), R. E. Enthoven (F), R. O. Foster 
(F), P. G. Freeman (F), J. Kenneth Hicks (F) 
Howard L. Kelly (F), Cecil Kennard (F). 

H. Martin Lidbetter (F), Howard V. Lobb (F), 
E. D. Lyons (A), S. W. Milburn (F), T. E. North (F), 
J. T. W. Peat (F), Denis Poulton (F), F. L. Preston 
(F), A. L.. Roberts (F), W. A. Rutter (F), Ernest 
Seel (F), R. H. Uren (F) and A. Neville Ward (A). 

RIBA representatives on the Admission 
Committee : 

L. A. Chackett (F), H. Martin Lidbett ye 
Lyons (A) and J. T. W. Peat ®). _rnen aate: ets 

Ministry of Works: Advisory Council on 
Building Research and Development. The 
following were nominated for reappointment 
by the Minister of Works for a further two- 
year period from April 1, 1955: 

Sir Lancelot Keay (F), Prof R 
(A) and C. G. Stillman (F). ee ee 

Ministry of Works: Building and Civil En- 
gineering Regional Joint Committees, The 
following were nominated for appointment 
by the Minister of Works for a two-year 
period of office beginning February 1, 1955: 

Region No. 1—J, H. Napper (F), Region No. 2— 
Noel Pyman (F), Region No. 3—C. F. W. Haseldine 
(F), Region No. 4—Peter Bicknell (F), Region No. 5— 
Richard Sheppard (F), Region No. 6—A. B. Waters (F), 
Region No. 7—J. Ralph Edwards (F), Region No. 8— 
John Bishop (F), Region No. 9—S. Lunn Whitehouse 
(L), Region No. 10—H. M. Fairhurst (A), and Region 
No. 12—G. Gregor Grant (A). 

Codes of Practice Sub-Committee to in- 
vestigate Refuse Disposal for Houses and 
Flats: RIBA Representatives: 

Mrs. P. A. U. Adamson (A). 

RIBA_ Representatives on BSI Com- 
mittees: 


B/77, Refuse Chutes for Multi-Storey Buildings, and 
CME/16, Dust Bins and Storage Containers: Mrs. 
P. A. U. Adamson (A). 
CLB/6, Clay Roofing Tiles: J. M. Harris (A). 
MEE/85, Drawing Office Equipment and Materials: 
Richard Henniker (F). 

A. H. 


‘ a Non-ferrous Rainwater Goods: 
ey (F). 
SAB/2, Water Fittings: R. M. V. Messenger (A). 
National Council of Women of Great 
Britain: Housing Sectional Committee: 


RIBA Representative: 


Mrs. Anthony Pott (A), in place of Miss G. W. M. 
Leverkus (F). 


RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal. The 
Essex, Cambridge and Hertfordshire Society 
of Architects: RIBA Representative to serve 
on Jury to consider Award: 

Dr. J. Leslie Martin (F). 


DEATH OF HANSLIP FLETCHER 


We regret to announce the death, 
which occurred on Monday, of Mr. 
Hanslip Fletcher, the distinguished 
draughtsman of architectural subjects. 
He was 80. 


ARCHITECTURE ANALYSED 


Dr. J. BronowskI, MA, will give the 
next sessional paper of the RIBA on 
March 1. The title of his talk is “ Archi- 
tecture as a Science and Architecture as 
an Art.” It is hoped that Dr. Julian 
Huxley, FRS, DSc, will propose the vote 
of thanks. 
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SCHOOL PLAYING 
FIELDS 


New Ministry Bulletin 


OOTBALL and cricket, rounders and 
hockey are no longer the only sports 
encouraged by schools, according to the 
Ministry of Education. Increasing pro- 
vision is being made by school authorities 
for a wider variety of games and ath- 
letics, each requiring its appropriate 
ground or pitch. Guidance to local 
education authorities on ways of pro- 
viding outdoor games facilities while 
getting the best value for their money 
is given in the Ministry of Education 
Building Bulletin No. 10, “ New School 
Playing Fields,” published on February 
21, (HMSO 3s. 6d.). 

The bulletin deals mainly with pro- 
vision of playing fields and hard games 
areas on land adjoining new primary and 
secondary schools — particularly the 
latter, but most of the material applies to 
playing fields generally. 

“Some playing field projects com- 
pleted since the war have been too ex- 
pensive,” it is stated. ‘“ Others have cost 
too little; unsound methods of con- 
struction have produced fields which 
cannot carry their proper load, particu- 
larly in winter, or are very costly to 
maintain. This bulletin therefore em- 
phasises the relationship between capital 
and maintenance costs, which for playing 
fields is even closer than for buildings, 
and gives detailed guidance on the 
principles of good management as well 
as on the techniques of layout and 
construction.” 


MINIMUM AREAS 


The minimum areas of playing fields 
for schools were revised in the 1954 
Building Regulations. For most secon- 
dary schools the areas were reduced. For 
example, the area required for a school 
for 600 pupils was cut by approximately 
25 per cent. 

The.first part of the bulletin describes 
the. reasoning which led up to the re- 
vised regulations and explains how the 
smaller areas can meet the schools’ needs 
for physical education, on the assump- 
tion that all secondary ‘school pupils 
should have the equivalent of two games 
periods of 45 minutes each per week. 

A number of other assumptions are 
made; for example, that 70 per cent. 
of the total outdoor physical education 
requirements wiil be met by the use of 
grass pitches; these will support not more 
than 450 minutes play per week in 
school hours during the winter, with 
occasional weekend and evening use; 
three different sizes of pitch will be 
available for the main winter games, and 
there will be space reserved for cricket, 
cricket practice, a grass athletics track 
and jumping pits. Because team games 
normally played by girls require smaller 
pitches than those played by boys, the 
regulations now specify separate playing 
field areas for boys’, girls’ and mixed 
schools. 

The two main sections of the bulletin 
deal respectively with the layout and con- 
struction of new playing fields, and their 
maintenance.. In addition to general 
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principles, detailed advice is given on the 
layout of pitches for cricket, winter 
games, basket ball and netball, athletics, 
and of lawn tennis courts, with informa- 
tion on kindred matters. Descriptions of 
major and minor grading operations are 
included, and notes on preparation of 
ground for seed, drainage, and the choice 
and care of turf. 

Other sections deal with choice of sites, 
specifications, bills of quantities, costs, 
and maintenance. There is also a glos- 
sary of definitions. 

Statistics and technical information is 
given in a comprehensive set of 
appendices dealing with such subjects as 
seed mixture, recognition of soil texture, 
and sampling of seed; appendices also 
deal with the Standards for School 
Premises Regulations, 1954, and provide 
a list of reference books. Diagrams 
illustrate many of the recommendations 
in the text. 

Acknowledgment of assistance in com- 
piling the bulletin is made to the Sports 
Turf Research Institute, the National 
Playing Fields Association and a number 
of local education authorities. 


OBITUARY 


John M. Theobald, OBE, FRICS 


WE record with deep regret the death 

on February 18 of Mr. John 
Medows Theobald, OBE, President in 
1936 of the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors and doyen of the British 
quantity surveying profession. He was 
82. 


Trained as a quantity surveyor, Mr. 
Theobald joined the firm of Gardiner, 
Son and Theobald in 1889, and when in 
1901 his father took him into partner- 
ship, the firm’s name was changed to 
Gardiner and Theobald. Though 42 
when the 1914 war broke out, Theobald 
joined up, typically as a private in the 
London Irish Rifles, and saw service in 
the Middle East before being demobilised 
as a Major in 1919. 


Theobald’s personal qualities and 
professional ability were devoted .in full 
measure to building up his firm after the 
war, and he succeeded magnificently 
while still finding time for activities 
directed towards the welfare of quantity 
surveying and the building industry. 
From 1924 to 1935 he was hon. Secre- 
tary of the Quantity Surveyors’ Commit- 
tee of the RICS, a member of the Quan- 
tity Surveyors’ Association from 1908 
until its amalgamation with the RICS 
and a member of its council from 1912- 
1922. Elected to the RICS council in 
1927, John Theobald became President 
on the eve of his 64th birthday in 1936. 


He served for five years on the SMM 
committee and was a member of the 
Institution of Structural Engineers. Out- 
side formal committee work, Theobald 
worked greatly for the integration of the 
building professions and crafts, and was 
a president of “The Bond,” a dining 
club and forum for leaders of the build- 
ing industry team, and also of the Build- 
ing Industries National Council, which 
had been founded by Raymond Unwin 
in 1933. A magnificent after-dinner 
speaker, he was in demand at building 
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industry functions and up to the 1939 
war few building banquets were com- 
plete without his wise and invariably 
witty remarks. He will be greatly 
missed by a legion of friends. 

A memorial service has been arranged 
for Monday next, February 28, at 12 
noon at St. Marylebone Parish Church. 

A. H. K. writes: John Theobald was a 
good, kindly and upright man—above all, 
human and lovable. To meet him was a 
refreshing and elevating experience. His 
interests were as varied as his fund of 
humour. He was never at a loss for the 
right word, in the right taste, and at the 
right time. He loved his fellow men and 
took infinite pains in giving freely of his 
great experience, especially to younger 
people, and in helping lame dogs. John 
Theobald will not leave behind him. great 
worldly wealth: he gave too generously to 
others for that. But he leaves behind, in 
example and matters of the spirit, that which 
worldly wealth can never buy. His legion 
of friends will be saddened by the thought 
that they will never again see that erect, 
immaculate figure, surmounted by hair as 
white as his character, walking with his gold- 
mounted stick in Bedford-square or Great 
George-street (at the age of 38 he walked 
from London to Brighton), but they will 
feel infinitely better for the privilege of 
having known him; and often will they smile 
wistfully at the recollection of his flashing 
wit. Nor will they forget the scores of 
kindly letters received from him, invariably 
written in his own inimitable hand. 


Had he but known it, John Theobald 
wrote the best epitaph to himself that any 
man could have written. In his Presidential 
Address to the RICS he said: “ Cricket is 
not merely a game; it is also an attitude 
towards life.” How completely he lived 
up to that precept! 


Frank Q. Farmer, FRIBA 


THE death took place on February 18 of 
Mr. Frank Quentery Farmer, FRIBA 
(Retired), MIStructE. Born in 1879, the son 
of the Vicar of Millbrook, Hants, Mr. 
Farmer entered the architectural profession 
and was a consistent entrant in competi- 
tions, of which he submitted designs for over 
one hundred, being seldom out of the first 
three. His first win was in the Hyde School 
competition, Manchester, and he rapidly 
built up a practice in school and public 
library work. After the 1914-18 war, in 
which he was architect to the Superintendent 
of Factories for Propellent Supplies for the 
Office of Works, he joined, in 1929, Messrs. 
North, Robin and Wilsdon as a partner, and 
controlled many building works for them, 
including extensions to Mill Hill School 
and Beale’s new building at Bournemouth. 
He designed in 1925 additions to Hayle 
Power Station for Edmundson’s Electricity 
Corporation. He became a Fellow RIBA in 
1929. 

In 1935 Mr. Farmer joined Mr. Frank- 
land Dark in partnership, and the firm con- 
tinue under the name of Farmer and Dark, 
though Mr. Farmer retired to be their con- 
sultant in 1953. During that period the firm 
designed complete, or acted as consulting 
architects for, 12 power stations in England 
or abroad, and also built many electricity 
showrooms, office buildings and substations; 
they also designed large industrial . build- 
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ings for the English Electric Company, 
Bowater’s, Napier’s and others. 


H. Blackman, OBE, BSc 


WE REGRET to record the death, which 
took place on February 11, of Mr. H. Black- 
man, OBE, BSc, until 1952 Director of the 
National Federation of Plumbers and 
Domestic Engineers, and Secretary to the 
Institute of Plumbers. 

Mr. Blackman began his professional life 
with the Ministry of Labour before the 
1914-18 war, after which he left the Ministry 
to take up: the appointment as Secretary of 
the Institute of Plumbers. With the growth 
of industrial relations, he developed the 
National Federation of Plumbers and 
Domestic Engineers in 1925, from which 
date he administered both this and the Insti- 
tute, from which he would have retired in 
June this year. 

A genial and enthusiastic person, Mr. 
Biackman had given great service to the 
plumbing crafts, and took a special interest 
in the Plumbing Trades Apprenticeship 
Council. He was awarded the OBE in 1952. 


BOOKS 


«« Books reviewed in these columzs 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





THE HEATING OF CHURCHES. Prepared by a 
Committee of Architects and Heating 
Engineers appointed by the Central 
Council for the Care of Churches. Pub- 
lished by The Builder, Ltd., 4, Catherine- 
street, London, WC2. Price 2s. 6d. 
(2s. 9d. post free), 


HE heating ‘of churches, adequately and 

"economically, presents a problem to 
Parochial Church Councils and their profes- 
sional advisers which can be solved only by 
a full consideration of each individual case, 
for few churches present identical condi- 
tions. 


The general principles which govern this 
subject and a summary of methods available 
today for heating the moderate-sized church 
have been set down by a Committee, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. John L. Denman, 
FRIBA, of the Central Council for the Care 
of Churches. In this work (which has 
recently appeared serially in The Builder) 
architects and heating engineers have col- 
laborated. Chapter heads are: Architectural 
Considerations; Basic Principles of Heat 
Transference; Principal Problems in the 
Selection of Heating Systems; Alternative 
Systems for Heating; The Boilerhouse, 
Boiler Flue and Storage of Fuel; Compari- 
son of Capital and Running Costs and 
General Conclusions; The Effect of Heating 
on the Organ; Care and Maintenance of 
Heating Installations; Causes of and Precau- 
tions against Fire in Churches; Insurance of 
Heating Apparatus; and a Glossary of Terms 
and Definitions. 


The subject, it will be seen, is com- 
prehensively covered and it should fill a 
need the extent of which may be gauged 
by the fact that of the 15,000 churches 
of varying character for which the 
Church of England alone is responsible, 
10,000 were built prior to the 19th century. 
The Committee have consulted in their work 
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the Building Research Station, the British 
Electrical Development Association, the Gas 
Council, the Ecclesiastical Insurance Office 
and various Diocesan Advisory Committees: 


the result is an authoritative and up-to-date* 


publication which should be invaluable to 
architects, heating engineers, surveyors and 
all who, in their professional life, come up 
against the problems which arise in the heat- 
ing of churches, both old and new. 


ALVAR AALTO AND FINNISH ARCHITECTURE. 
By Eduard and Claudia Neuschwandler. 
(London. ‘The Architectural Press.) Price 
50s. 

As an introduction to the recent works 
of architect Alvar Aalto, the authors devote 
the first part of their book to a brief 
description of the country, life and traditional 
architecture of Finland. In the austere 
climate and landscape of that country archi- 
tecture plays an important part in the lives 
of the people, and architectural’ news is 
often front-page news. 

It was from the Sauna or steam bath house, 
in which the peasant farmer and his family 
relaxed after their work, that the traditional 
building of the country grew, and timber, 
being the most plentiful building material, 
was used at first in log construction and later 
became a material jn which the Finns became 
particularly proficient in developing new and 
original techniques. Interesting examples of 
walling, roofs, ceilings and internal finish- 
ings are shown, and the new and original 
techiques developed by Aalto have carried 
the tradition a stage further. 


Having illustrated by means of photo- 
graphs and drawings some of the typical 
trends in Finnish architecture, as exemplified 
in various old and modern public buildings 
and churches, the book switches rather sud- 
denly to the works of the atelier Alvar 
Aalto in 1950 and 1951. It illustrates 
Sunila, the biggest cellulose factory in Fin- 
land; Karbula, a glass factory; two paper 
factories at Anjala and Kotka; a clubhouse 
and a public convenience in Helsinki; a 
high school; a stadium; a town plan; and a 
town hall. 

The script, which is in German, French 
and English, is of secondary importance to 
the illustrations, and occasionally endeavours 
to compensate for the austerity of some of 
the utilitarian buildings by the warmth and 
enthusiasm of its descriptions. There are a 
large number of photographs, drawings and 
sketches and many of the detail drawings, 
especially those showing examples of Aalto’s 
joinery work, are most interesting and 
original. E. F. 


IDEAL HOME Book OF PLANS (1955 EDITION). 
(London: Odhams Press, Ltd.) Price 5s. 


Tuis book comprises a collection of 40 
house plans covering a_ wide 
variety of types of dwellings, both large 
and small. It is divided into two sections; 
the first contains a selection of 20 suggested 
house plans, from an eight-bedroom home 
to a three-room minimum bungalow, 
specially prepared by Mr. Leonard W. Last. 
LRIBA, MiInstRA (“Ideal Home” staff 
architect), and the second section shows 
20 recently completed architect-designed 
homes in various parts of Great Britain. 


While the emphasis is on the plans, which 
are boldly drawn and clearly labelled, they 
are all supported either by perspective 
drawings or photographs. If in some cases 
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the line drawings seem to dwarf the half- 
tone illustrations, it is at once realised that 
the aim has been to give extra prominence 
to the plans. The assortment is large and 
varied enough to suit most tastes and 
pockets. 


With each design is a list of the accom- 
modation provided, together with the floor 
area and the materials used or recom- 
mended. 


Also included in the book are a number 
of articles dealing with various subjects 
likely to interest those intending to build 
homes of their own. 


ONE Man’s VISION. Compiled by the 
Joseph Rowntree Village Trust. Pp. xiii, 
149. Illustrated. (George Allen and 
Unwin, Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. 


Firty years ago, when Joseph Rowntree 
founded the Village Trust which bears 
his name, he had recourse to counsel who 
had advised in the ease of the earlier hous- 
ing project at Bournville. The name 
Rowntree, of course, suggests chocolate and 
York, just as Cadbury suggests chocolate 
and Bournville; and many will be aware 
that the heads of both firms are and were 
Quaker idealists and philanthropists as well 
as successful business men. An estate had 
already been acquired near York in 1901, 
and during the next two years a lay-out plan 
had been made and the first 28 cottages com- 
pleted by the architects, Raymond Unwin 
and Barry Parker. Thus, the new com 
munity, christened “ New Earswick,” was 
almost contemporary with the same archi- 
tects’ first buildings at Letchworth, founded 
in 1903; and the firm’s association with New 
Earswick lasted until Barry Parker’s death 
in 1946. The Village Trust was only one 
of three charitable trusts founded by Joseph 
Rowntree, who died in 1925. It was never 
his intention to restrict the occupation of 
houses at New Earswick to his own 
employees, and, in fact, less than one-third 
of them are so occupied. 


The original area of the estate, which was 
level, was about 150 acres. Unwin’s 
original lay-out plan was considerably modi- 
fied by Parker’s plan prepared in 1919, the 
cost of road-construction being reduced by 
a system of culs-de-sac, then a novelty. In 
1949, Louis de Soissons, RA, became the 
Trust’s consultant architect, and prepared 
yet another lay-out plan. Only after 1945 
were smaller houses for old people built; 
bungalows and low flats then came into be- 
ing. 

To date, 628 houses have been erected, 
and. the estate now covers 366 acres. 
Amenities include a home for infirm old 
people. The Trust also owns and main- 
tains some open spaces in the City of York, 
and undertakes other beneficient activities. 
The title of the book is fully justified: it is 
indeed a most interesting account of “ One 
Man’s Vision,” but it also forms a tribute 
to the inspired vision of that-great man, Sir 
Raymond Unwin. The illustrations enhance 
the value of the admirable text. 

M. S. B. 


BROADCAST TALK 


Tue “German Architecture To-day” 
exhibition, which is now on view at the 
RIBA headquarters, will be the subject 
of a broadcast talk by Mr. Richard Shep- 
pard, FRIBA, to be given on Sunday 
(February 27) on the Third Programme 
at 5.40 p.m. 






















































































IN PARLIAMENT 


Atomic Power Stations 


PLANS for the construction of 12 nuclear 
power stations during the next ten 
years at an approximate cost of £300m. 
were announced in the House of Commons 
by Mr. GEOFFREY LLoyp, Minister of Fuel 
and Power, on February 15. Further de- 
tails of the proposals were released in a 
White Paper issued later in the day. 

He said that the knowledge of producing 
electricity from atomic power on a large 
scale had, thanks to the efforts of the 
Atomic Energy Authority and its predeces- 
sor, reached the stage where it had become 
possible for the Government to embark on 
a large scale programme of nuclear power 
stations comparable in output to modern 
coal-fired stations. 

The Government also looked forward to 
the time when the United Kingdom would 
be able to assist other countries not only 
with the research and development and with 
the training of their scientists and engineers 
but also by exporting nuclear power stations 
for the generation of .electricity, especially 
in areas where such generation by other 
means might be difficult or more expensive. 

There would, the Minister went on, be the 
closest collaboration between the Atomic 
Energy Authority, which would be the ex- 
pert body in nuclear factors in the stations, 
and the British Electricity Authority, which 
would undertake their ordering in the 
normal way. The stations would be built 
for the Electricity Authority by private 
enterprise companies which normally built 
power stations now. 


The 12 new stations would probably be 
saving five or six million tons of coal a 
year. The saving might be as much as 
40m. tons a year in 20 years. 

The provisional programme for the con- 
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struction of the stations was stated in the 
White Paper as:— 

(i) The construction of two gas-cooled 
graphite moderated stations, each with 
two reactors—to start about mid-1957. 
Those stations would come’into operation 
in 1960-61. 

(ii) The construction of two further 
stations to be started about 18 months 
later—in 1958-59. These would have two 
reactors each and would be similar in 
type to the first two, but should show an 
improved performance particularly in 
heat rating. 

(iii) The construction of four more 
stations which might start in 1960 and 
then a start on a further four 18 months 
later, about 1961-62. These might come 
into operation in 1963-64 and in 1965. 
It is probable that each of these would 
consist of one reactor only and would be 
more highly rated than the first four. 


TECHNICAL ADVICE 


The BEA would own and operate the 
stations. The Atomic Energy Authority, as 
the only body with the necessary experience, 
would be responsible for giving technical 
advice on the nuclear plant. British in- 
dustry and consulting engineers have as yet 
no comprehensive experience of nuclear 
technology, the White Paper points out. 
They would be faced with a major task in 
training staff, in creating the necessary 
organisation and designing the stations. That 
work had already begun. 

Because of the complexity and diversity 
of that task teams drawn from several 
firms might have to be formed. The pre- 
paratory work would call for great effort 
from all concerned, but even so it would 
not be practicable to start building before 
1957. It was intended that the electricity 
authorities and private industry should ob- 
tain, as quickly as possible, the practical 








BRITAIN’S FIRST ATOMIC POWER STATION.—A model of the Calder Hall, 
Cumberland, power station, which when it is completed will be the first power station 
in Great Britain to use nuclear energy. Building of the power station is now well under 


way. The cooling towers can be seen in the top lefthand side of the photograph. 
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experience in designing and building the 
nuclear power stations that would be the 
necessary foundation for a big expansion 
in the later stages of the programme, 

The Atomic Energy Authority, while 
giving as much assistance and advice to in- 
dustry as possible, would remain primarily 
a research and development organisation 
and would continue to design, build and 
operate pioneering types of power reactor. 


NEW. FUEL PLANT 


The present ancillary plant, which had 
been built and was used primarily for mili- 
tary purposes, would be adequate for a 
commercial programme of this magnitude 
at first, but some expansion would be 
necessary later. A new fuel processing and 
fabricating plant would be required in due 
course in addition to the existing factory 
at Springfields to meet the rapidly increas- 
ing demand for nuclear fuel, and a new 
chemical plant would be needed to 
eventually to deal with the large quantities 
of used fuel removed from the stations. 

The capital expenditure on the construc- 
tion and installation of the stations in the 
programme would be considerable. The cost 
of the first two stations together would be 
between £30m. and £35m. The next two 
stations would cost slightly more and the 
last eight would cost about £125m. The new 
ancillary plant might cost £30m. 

From 1965, the White Paper adds, it may 
be economicaHy desirable to build nuclear 
power stations instead of coal-fired stations, 
even without taking account of any long- 
term difficulties in the supply of coal. On 
the provisional programme the new nuclear 
power stations would, by 1965, be meeting 
a quarter of the total requirement of new 
generating capacity. The programme for 
the first period may be subject to frequent 
and major change according to the speed 
of technical development and the success 
of the early stations. 

Any attempts to forecast developments 
after 1965 must be uncertain. A great deal 
would depend on the speed with which the 
necessary techniques were mastered by in- 
dustry. If all went well it might be practic- 
able by the early 1970s to expand the rate 
of construction of new power stations to 
match the total requirement of new 
generating capacity, which by that time 
might amount to 3,000 megawatts a. year. 


“ EXPLOSIONS IMPOSSIBLE” 


It was impossible for an atomic explosion 
to take place in a power reactor. If nuclear 
power facilities were properly designed any 
accidents that might occur would be no 
more dangerous than accidents in many 
other industries. The first stations, although 
they would be of an inherently safe design, 
would not be constructed in heavily built- 
up areas. 

The large-scale production of nuclear 
power, according to the White Paper, can- 
not be brought about quickly. The first 
commercial stations will not be in operation 
for at least five years. But if proper pre- 
parations are made now it will be possible 
for nuclear power to be produced in signifi- 
cant quantities within ten years. The ex- 
perience gained in building and operating 
stations during those ten years should make 
possible a much more rapid expansion 
thereafter. 

The provisional programme might turn 
out to be too optimistic: the stations might 
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take longer te design and build: they might 
cost more, and the amount of development 
work needed might have been under- 
estimated. If any of those things occurred 
nuclear power might come later, or be more 
expensive, but the Government considered 
that those risks must be accepted. They con- 
sidered that the development of nuclear 
power had reached a stage where it was 
vital that it should be applied commercially 
if Britain was to keep her position as a lead- 
ing industrial nation, and reap the benefits 
that it offered. 


The Requisitioning (Amendment) Bill 


‘HE Government’s plan to end 
requisitioning for housing purposes 
within five years came under heavy criticism 
from the Opposition in the House of Com- 
mons on February 15 when the 
Requisitioned Houses and Housing (Amend- 
ment) Bill was discussed on second reading. 


Labour members, mainly from London 
and Birmingham, contended that the Bill, in 
addition to creating an additional rate burden 
for local authorities, would seriously disrupt 
housing lists and allocations, They argued 
that one effect of derequisitioning would be 
to postpone for a longer period the chances 
of people who had been on housing lists for 
a number of years securing a house of their 
own. 

In moving the rejection of the Bill, Mr. 
HuGH DALTON said that in the judgment 
of experts the five year period was too short. 
It would have been better to have fixed 
different terms for different areas according 
to local needs. 


SiR AUSTIN HuDsoNn said that many 
requisitioned properties were deteriorating 
rapidly, and would fall down unless some- 
thing was done about them. Some of the 
big houses were impossible to repair: they 
required rebuilding. If it were not for this 
Bill he did not know how they would be 
able to deal with them. 


Mr. CHARLES Key suggested that if local 
authorities were to deal with the matter 
they would have to reserve all their new 
accommodation for that purpose. Poplar 
had the idea of devoting 50 per cent. of all 
available accommodation for derequisition- 
ing, but if they did do so 75 per cent. of 
the houses still held would have to be 
retained on requisition. 


Mr. Percy SHURMER said that the Bill 
would greatly aggravate Birmingham’s hous- 
ing problems and delay slum clearance in the 
city. The city was getting to the end of its 
tether in house building: it could not find 
sites. This argument was reinforced by 
Mr. JuLrus SILVERMAN, who pointed out 
that the steadily diminishing area of land 
available for building would have 
disappeared completely within the next three 
or four years. 


Mr. SILVERMAN referred to Birming- 
ham’s housing effort. He said that the city 
was now building 3,000 municipal houses, 
2,000 of which were required for slum 
clearance and other priority needs. Together 
with re-lets the general pool of houses for 
letting would be about 1,500. One out of 
every four of the inadequate number of 
houses now being provided for tenants on 
the register—numbering 60,000—would be 
taken to provide accommodation for tenants 
of derequisitioned houses. 
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SCOTTISH HOUSING 


Mr. JAMES McINNES mentioned the 
activities of the Scottish Special Housing 
Committee and said that at the beginning 
of last year the Scottish department had 
received a delegation from the Scottish 
National Building Trades Federation and 
the Federation of Civil Engineering Contrac- 
tors, Scottish Section, who expressed a desire 
that the activities of that Government- 
sponsored body should be reduced. In spite 
of an assurance from a Minister that there 
would be no lessening of the activities, the 
number of houses under construction had 
decreased each year since 1952, and the 
number of employees in the direct labour 
department had been reduced. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH, Under Secretary, 
Scottish Office, in drawing attention to that 
section of the Bill which placed a limit of 
£75m. on the advances which could be made 
to the Scottish Special Housing Association 
out of the Consolidated Fund, said that the 
sum covered £52m. already advanced. Since 
the war that association had provided about 
30,000 houses, which had been built in areas 
of greatest need. Many thousands of houses 
had also been provided to meet the needs 
of miners transferred from one coalfield to 
another. 

The Association’s programme would con- 
tinue as at present. The reduction from 
2,000 to 1,500 in the number of men 
employed on the direct labour side arose 
from the cessation of traditional building 
and the turnover to the building of no-fines 
types of housing with all the mechanical 
equipment that involved. That led to 
fewer being employed on the job. 

There was also provision for the exten- 
sion to schools and other educational build- 
ings of the power to relax building regula- 
tions. Educational building in England and 
Wales had long had statutory exemption 
from local by-laws, and in Scotland the 
Secretary of State had had powers for many 
years to relax building regulations for hous- 
ing. Those regulations included statutory 
provisions as far back as 1892, which were 
obstructing the introduction of modern ideas 
and methods. The need to comply with 
those regulations made the development of 
some new methods of school construction 
virtually impossible, or so costly that it was 
difficult for local education authorities to 
provide schools by those new: methods at 
a reasonable cost. The Guest Committee on 
Building Legislation was examining the 
question of bringing those regulations up 
to date. There would not be an overall 
exemption from by-laws, nor would educa- 
tion authorities be compelled to reduce 
standards of construction. It was essential 
to get on with the building programme, 
which was nearly double what it was last 


“ year. 


Mr. CHARLES OrRR-EwING urged the 
Minister to examine the difficulties confront- 
ing some local authorities who were pre- 
vented from building out because of the 
Green Belt and were beset with long wait- 
ing lists, many requisitioned houses, LCC 
estates for which they had to accept 
responsibility, and regular soldiers joining 
the housing queues on leaving the Forces. 


THE MINISTER’S REPLY 


Mr. DuncaAN SANDYS, Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, rejected the 
arguments. that the Bill would place an 
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unfair burden on local authority rates or 
that it would lead to wholesale evictions in 
1960. There was no dispute among local 
authorities that requisitioned houses had 
become part and parcel of their housing 
pool, They were owned by private indi- 
viduals and not the local authority, and 
were compulsorily rented by the State. The 
Government considered these features to be 
objectionable and should be ended as soon 
as possible. 

Between now and 1960 a good proportion 
of the people in requisitioned houses would 
move into new council houses or other 
homes which they had found for themselves, 
Local authorities would provide alternative 
accommodation for occupants. Where by 
1960 occupants had not found alternative 
accommodation the local authority would be 
advised to try to rent the houses after that 
date. Many owners would be willing to let 
their houses for another 10 to 15 years. In 
many areas, particularly in London where 
many occupants could not be accommodated 
at all, local authorities would have to buy 
whatever houses were necessary to provide 
that accommodation. They had powers of 
compulsory purchase and would have to use 
them, but only in the last resort. Those 
people would not be evicted. 

The Bill was read a second time after the 
Opposition’s rejection motion had been 
defeated by 298 votes to 253. 


New Roads Programme 


HE Minister of Transport was strongly 

criticised in the Commons on February 
16 about his proposal to introduce toll 
schemes to meet the cost of certain road 
projects which he announced in the House 
on February 2. 

Mr. BARNETT JANNER asked for an assur- 
ance that the tolls would be limited to some 
costly bridges and tunnels, but would not 
be applied to highways or motorways. He 
pointed out that there was considerable 
feeling about the introduction of tolls. 

Mr. BoypD-CaRPENTER said that the tolls 
were related specifically to some large and 
costly schemes of national importance. 

Capt. RICHARD PILKINGTON suggested that 
as any more roads and bridges would bene- 
fit the community it would be a mistake to 
make motorists pay more than their fair 
share. 

Mr. Boypb-CaRPENTER said that that was 
debatable. 

Mr. Woopsurn urged the Minister not 
to delay any of the roads or bridges be- 
cause of the argument about tolls. 

When Mr. KENNETH THOMPSON suggested 
there was a strength of feeling against tolls, 
expressing a hope that existing tolls would 
be abolished quickly, Mr. BoyD-CARPENTER 
said that tolls had been operating in the 
Mersey tunnel for many years. 

Mr. ERNEST Davies asked whether it 
would be necessary to introduce legislation 
for these tolls, about which there was con- 
siderable difference in the House. If there 
was not, he wanted an assurance that the 
House would have an opportunity of dis- 
cussing them before they were operated. 

Mr. Boyp-CaRPENTER said that the House 
reflected opinion outside in this matter. 
Legislation had previously been required to 
enable tolls to be levied, but he declined to 
answer the general question of legislation 
without notice. 
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The Minister said, in another reply, that 
the Cromwell-road extension scheme did 
not include a fly-over at Hammersmith 
Broadway initially, but provision would be 
made for constructing one later if it was 
necessary. The LCC had indicated that the 
fly-over, which would cost £1,000,000, to 
which they would have to contribute 25 per 
cent., was not desirable at this stage. 

A fly-over was not considered suitable 
at the Elephant and Castle. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
MINING SUBSIDENCE 


On February 8, Mr. SWINGLER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would now bring forward proposals to 
assist local authorities whose services were 
affected by mining subsidence. 

Mr. DuNCAN SaANDys said he was not yet 
able to make a statement. 


BUILDING RESEARCH 


On February 8, Mr. ARTHUR SKEFFINGTON 
asked the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Works, as representing the Lord 
President of the Council, whether the reduc- 
tion in expenditure at the Building Research 
Station on operational research and on 
research into concrete had yet been restored. 

Mr. BEVINS said that the economies made 
in 1950-1952 in operational research, which 
formed part of a general reorganisation of 
the Building Research Station, had not been 
restored. Research into concrete was not 
greatly affected. 


DSIR BUILDINGS 


Mr. FREDERICK WILLEY asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of Works, 
as representing the Lord President of the 
Council, what was the capital expenditure 
for buildings of the Department of Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research in each of 
the years 1944-45 to 1953-54, inclusive, 
expressed in terms of 1946 values. 

Mr. BEVINS, in a written reply on 
February 15, stated that the figures were : — 

£’000 (nearest) 


Expressed 
Actual in terms 
Year Expenditure of 1946 Values 
1944-45 so, 49 
1945-46 37 42 
1946-47 34 34 
1947-48 50 45 
1948-49 101 85 
1949-50 268 225 
1950-51 361 286 
1951-52 436 294 
1952-53 ee .. 53 293 
1953-54 748 491 


He pointed out that to express actual 
expenditure figures in terms of 1946 values 
they had been corrected by the use of an 
index of building costs. 


TOWN DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES 


Mrs. LENA JEGER asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, what 
stage had been reached in work at Bletchley, 
Swindon, and Worsley, under the Town 
Development Act, 1952; and whether 
house-building had yet started. 

Mr. DuncAN SANDYS, in a written reply 
on February 15, stated that the position at 
these towns at December 31 last was:— 


Houses Factories 
Houses under Factories under 
Com- Con- Com- Con- 
pleted Struction pleted struction 
Bletchley . 60 112 4 4 
Swindon. . 255 _ —_ 3 
Worsley .. 1,209 482 2 Z 


Swindon borough council, he added, were 
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working to a single housing programme in 
which houses were not allocated to Lon- 
doners until they had been completed. 
Consequently, houses could not be described 
as under construction specifically for town 
development purposes. 


CERTIFICATES OF DISREPAIR 


On February 15 Mr. A. J. IRVINE asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment how many applications had been 
made for certificates of disrepair under the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, in 
Liverpool to the latest convenient date; and 
how many such certificates had been issued. 

Mr. SANDys said that up to February 4 
Liverpool City Council had received 868 
applications by tenants for certificates of 
disrepair. Of these 779 had been granted, 
and one refused. The rest were still under 
consideration. Up to the same date, there 
had been 55 applications ‘by landlords for 
the revocation of certificates of disrepair, 
upon the completion of the required 
repairs. All of these had been granted. 


EAST KILBRIDE CIVIC CENTRE 


Mr. PATRICK MAITLAND asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland what expenditure 
he had already sanctioned for provision of 
the civic centre of the new town at East 
Kilbride: on what specific objects the 
money would be spent: and when he 
expected completion. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH, Under Secretary 
Scottish Office, replied on February 15 that 
the Secretary of State had told the Develop- 
ment Corporation that he was prepared to 
approve expenditure estimated at £40,000, 
and he was awaiting specific proposals. The 
money would be spent on road works and 
other services, and he understood that the 
corporation hoped to complete the works 
by the end of this year. 


FACTORIES IN SCOTLAND 


On February 15, in reply to Mr. 
Brooman-White, Mr. HENRY STRAUSS, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Trade, said that in Scotland 105 applications 
for new factory buildings or extensions be- 
tween 5,000 and 20,000 sq. ft. were granted 
in 1953, and 100 in 1954. No application 
was refused. 


COPYRIGHT REPORT ACCEPTED 


Asked, on February 16, if he was yet in 
a position to make a statement on the sub- 
ject of copyright, with particular reference 
to the report of the Copyright Committee, 
Mr. THORNEYCROFT, President of the Board 
of Trade, said that a Bill dealing with some 
of the more urgent aspects of this subject 
had now been introduced. The Govern- 
ment accepted, with minor modifications, 
the report of the Committee and intended 
to introduce a comprehensive Bill to amend 
the law on the general lines of the Com- 
mittee’s recommendations as soon as prac- 
ticable. It would not, however, be possible 
to do this during the present session. 


MANPOWER PROBLEMS 


Mr. FREDERICK LEE asked the Minister 
of Labour, for his estimate of the increased 
manpower necessary to carry out the 
modernisation of the railways, the increase 
in school and hospital building and the 
completion of the new road schemes, all of 
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which projects would run concurrently; and 
how he proposed to obtain such manpower. 


Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, replied on 
February 17: In view of the increasing 
efficiency of the building and civil engineer- 
ing industry, I see no reason to suppose that 
the programmes referred to, which will be 
spread over a period of years, will impose 
any undue burden on the industry. As for 
demands for electrical equipment and diesel 
locomotives, the Transport Commission has 
announced that it will give advance. notice 
of its annual programmes, and if it shou!d 
appear that the labour requirements may be 
difficult to meet, my department will be 
glad to co-operate with the employers’ and 
workers’ organisations concerned in con- 
sidering any measures that may be necessary. 


“ ANOTHER ‘PILGRIM’ CASE”? 
Building Site Dispute 


HE Bromsgrove Urban Council is seek- 

ing a compulsory purchase order forcing 
a private owner to sell his land so that it 
can re-sell it for housing plots. Two brothers 
who have an option to buy the land want 
to build houses on it and sell them freehold. 
“This,” said one of them, “is another 
‘Pilgrim’ case. We'll fight it to the highest 
court in the country if necessary.” 

The council claims that, because it has 
built a road to a near-by housing site, it is 
the “ rightful developer” of the land and 
should take it over. 

The brothers are Messrs. Wilfred A. and 
Roland W. Hatton. The land is owned by 
their cousin, Mr. Robert Gillman. Mr. 
Wilfred Hatton said: “ My brother and I 
were going to buy this land and build 20 
houses on it. We paid architects, surveyors 
and solicitors to negotiate the deal and plan 
the land. We submitted the development 
plais to the council. Then the council 
asked Mr. Gillman to sell them the land 
instead. They would not quote a price and 
he refused to sell. So they have decided to 
force him to give up the land rather than 
let someone else have it. We estimate from 
current prices for land in the area that Mr. 
Gillman would get about £400 if the land 
is compulsorily purchased, My brother and 
I were to pay him £2,500.” 

The Hatton brothers were supported on 
February 16 by Councillor A. Spears, a 
member of the council. “It is wrong that 
the council should try to buy compulsorily 
land which someone else wants to develop 
just to do the same,” he said. “This land 
was available to be bought years ago. It 
was only when the Hatton brothers sub- 
mitted their plans and the council learned 
they intended to build on the land that it 
thought about acquiring it itself.” 


— 


CLEAN AIR IN BIRMINGHAM 


Birmingham, which is empowered to 
create smokeless zones under the Birming- 
ham Corporation Act of last July, is pre- 
paring to designate, within the next year, its 
first two zones. One will be of 93 acres, in 
the city centre; the other, of 110 acres, will 
comprise that part of the new Shard End 
estate scheduled for industrial use. The 
proposed central zone lies between the two 
main-line railway stations, which are them- 
selves outside the scope of the proposals. 
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FILMS ABOUT BUILDING 


THE following is a further list, pre- 

pared by the Scientific Film Asso- 
ciation, 164, Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2, in 
a series Of critical appraisals of new 
building films. They are to be published 
in The Builder at approximately monthly 
intervals. 


BUILDING FILMS—LIST No. 2. 


The letters (H) or (F) after the title 
of each film signifies Hire Charge, or Free 
Loan, “16 sd.” indicates 16-mm. sound 
film; “16 st.” denotes 16-mm. silent 
film; “b and w” means _black-and- 
white. Below the titles are given the 
names of the sponsor and producer. 


THe Costain House (F), 16sd., colour. 19 
mins.. Britain, 1954. (Richard Costain, Ltd.— 
R. Costain FU.) Distributor.—Richard Costain, 
Ltd., Dolphin-square, SW1. : 

Content.—Advertisements of pre-war housing 
estates. The Costain-Wilson Cavicrete block, 
consisting of two leaves of concrete joined by 
two concrete ties across a 2 in. cavity. The 
whole process of house-building with this block, 
demonstrating ease of handling by gripping the 
ties; speed (14 yds. of wall per bricklayer hour) 
and mortar saving (using only 25 per cent. of 
mortar required for equivalent brick wall). Use 
of precast lintols, door posts and hoods. Rapid 
construction of first floor with Stahlton pre- 
stressed clay tile units. Sealing window-frames 
with mastic. 

Appraisal.—The constructional sequences of 
the film are clear and interesting, and demon- 
strate house-building with large blocks and pre- 
cast concrete units very well. The long adver- 
tising sequences at the beginning and the rapid 
commentary reduce the film’s usefulness for 
teaching... (Appraised, April 5, 1954.) 

Made for local authorities, educational, pro- 
fessional and trade institutions connected with 
building. 

Suitable for specialists, general audiences, tech- 
nical colleges, adult training, secondary technical 
schools. 

Unsuitable for scientific film societies. 


THE MANUFACTURE OF PORTLAND CEMENT (F), 
{6sd., colour. 45 mins. Britain, 1953. (Cement 
Marketing Co., Ltd.—Vesta Films, Ltd.) Dis- 
tributor: The Cement Marketing Co., Ltd., 
Portland House, Tothill-street, SW1. 

Content—A complete and detailed account 
of the manufacture of Portland Cement from the 
winning of the raw materials to the final product. 
Emphasises importance of a _ highly qualified 
technical staff, and careful control at all stages 
of manufacture. 

Appraisal.—An excellent review of cement 
manufacture. As teaching material has ad- 
vantages over works visits. The unduly extended 
treatment of photogenic operations such as blast- 
ing and testing protracts the film unnecessarily. 
The use of workmen as occasional commentators 
has an adverse effect as they appear neither 
oe nor at ease. (Appraised, March 1, 

Made for builders, architects, civil engineers, 
technical schools. 

Recommended for specialists, scientific film 
societies, technical colleges, adult training, 
secondary technical schools. 

Suitable for general audiences. 


THE Mono-RalL aT Work (F), 16sd., colour. 
15 mins. Britain, 1953, (Road Machines 
(Drayton), Ltd.—Drayton Film Productions, 
Ltd.) Distributor: Road Machines (Drayton), 
Ltd., Horton Parade, West Drayton, Middlesex. 

Content.—Many examples of the mono-rail 
eg at work on building sites and else- 
where, 

Appraisal.—A_ straightforward description of 
various applications. The important operation 
of erecting the track is not shown. An adver- 
tising film, of little value for technical instruc- 
tion. (Appraised, February 1, 1954.) 

Made for potential users of the equipment. 

Suitable for specialists. 

Unsuitable for scientific film societies, general 
audiences, technical colleges, adult training, 
secondary technical schools. 


Tue Story OF RIVER SAND AND GRAVEL (F), 
l6sd., colour. 19 mins. USA, 1949. (The 
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Dravo Corpn, Keystone Div.—Mode-Art Pics., 
Pittsburgh.) Distributor: US Information Ser- 
La ny American Embassy, 5 Grosvenor-square, 


Content.—Large-scale methods of winning 
gravel from Ohio River. Dredging, crushing, 
washing and gradiu; sand and gravel. Distribu- 
tion by barge avd ~~’ “Jse in ready-mixed con- 
crete, and precas* .c= zete units, roads and 
bridges. 

Appraisal.—An interesting review of the sub- 
ject, but of limited technical value as little in- 
formation is given about the material itself. 
(Appraised, March 1, 1954.) 

Suitable for specialists, 
secondary technical schools. wo! : 

Unsuitable for scientific film societies, techni- 
cal colleges, adult training. 


Wuy WEIGHBATCH? (F), 16sd., colour. 13 
mins. Britain, 1953. (Road Machines Gry: 
ton), Ltd.—Drayton Film Productions, Ltd.) 
Distributor: Road Machines (Drayton), Ltd., 
Horton Parade, West Drayton, Middlesex. 

Content.—A comparison of the method of 
volume batching and weighbatching, Mixing by 
hand is first shown and then the volume box. 
The effect of water content in the aggregate on 
the strength of concrete is shown by graphs. 
Bulking of sand and examples of bad propor- 
tioning by volume are illustrated. Various types 
of weighbatching equipment are demonstrated 
on different jobs. ; 

Appraisal.—Clear presentation of case of 
weighbatching, emphasising consistent quality, 
time-saving and ease of working. This last point 
is somewhat over-emphasised. The animated 
diagrams are helpful and the film has good teach- 
ing value. (Appraised, February 1, 1954.) 

Made for builders and civil engineering con- 
tractors. 

Recommended for specialists, technical col- 
leges. 

Suitable for adult training, scientific film 
societies, secondary technical schools. 

Unsuitable for general audiences. 


Woop BENDING (Free), 16sd., b and w. 35 
mins. Britain, 1951. (Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research.) Distributor: DSIR, 
5-11 Regent-street, SW1. 

Content.—Uses of curved wood for boatbuilding 
and furniture. Shortening of inner radius and 
extension of outer radius in bending. Green 
and moist wood more easily bent than dry wood ; 
bending made easier by steaming; use of steel 
backing plate to prevent fracture on outer radius, 
Drying-out to enable wood to retain bent shape. 
Factory methods. Choice of timber: beech, ash 
and elm most suitable, practical applications. 

Appraisal.—The subject is honestly and ade- 
quately treated, but perhaps is too drawn out, 
photography is of a reasonable _ standard. 
(Appraised, July 23, 1954.) 

Suitable for adult training, specialists in the 
subject, scientific film societies, general audi- 


general audiences, 


ences. 
Unsuitable for technical colleges. 


MURAL PAINTING 
Mr. Hans Feibusch’s RSA Lecture 


ANS FEIBUSCH’S authoritative 
lecture on “Mural Painting, Past 
and Present” to the Institute of British 
Decorators and Interior Designers (at the 
RSA on February 10), indirectly put-into 
perspective some matters which have 
lately threatened to get “out of draw- 
ing,” writes Basil Marriott. As recently 
noted in writing about the Society of 
Mural Painters’ evening at the Arts 
Council, there seems a tendency to blame 
that convenient beating-boy, the archi- 
tect, for the shortcomings of his corporate 
clients as compared with their wealthy 
private prototypes. Though this popped 
up again in the discussion, a good pro- 
portion of the contemporary examples 
among the lecturer’s slides were at least 
encouraged by architects, which surely 
speaks for itself. 
In fact, his excellent choice illustrated 
(by implication, for Feibusch is a re- 
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freshingly un-dogmatic expert) several 
themes including the requirements which 
distinguish the mural painter’s craft from 
inflated easel-painting: as he is also a 
most modest one, it must be said for him 
that few contemporary exponents possess 
the workmanlike grasp of these, without 
which the best inspiration must fail. I am 
glad, therefore, that diffidence did not 
prevent his showing us a selection of his 
own work, including (in colour) the 
Goring-on-Sea church over which the 
Bishop of Chichester came down, as it 
were, sO unequivocally on the side of the 
angels, at once re-establishing an impor- 
tant principle in the relationship between 
the Church and the artist. 

Other slides ranged from Pompeii to 
Picasso and beyond, and threw new light 
on familiar classics (a few. of which 
brought back to me memories of some 
personal responsibilities during the war 
in Tiepolo-land) while guiding us 
through the unfolding process fram the 
comparatively two-dimensional “ illu- 
minators” like Giotto to the three- 
dimensional proliferation of the Baroque 
trompe l'oeil. I am only sorry he did not 
include the Cimabues from the Lower 
Church at Assisi in the former, mile- 
stones to which amends for long neglect 
are only latterly being made. 

The lecture provoked lively discussion 
in a large and knowledgeable audience, 
though one contributor made the surpris- 
ing suggestion that architects (again) are 
deliberately cutting out decoration in 
order to increase their own fees. The 
need to tell the public exactly how our 
fees are assessed—and earned—is evi- 
dently increasing rather than otherwise. 


TOWN PLANNING DECISION 


Minister Approves Erection of Houses 
on Land Wanted for Primary School 


THE appeal of Mr. A. H. Fennell against 

Rayleigh Council’s refusal to allow him 
to build houses on just over six acres of 
land at Poplar Lodge, lEastwood-road, 
Rayleigh, Essex, has been allowed by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
on appeal. Permission had been refused by 
the Council because the land was required 
for a county primary school. 

The Minister states that he has examined 
the Council’s proposals sympathetically and 
sees no reason to question the future need 
for a primary school in this area. On the 
other hand he is not satisfied that all the 
suggested alternative sites would be unsuit- 
able for the proposed school, and he does 
not consider the Council’s case: for reserving 
the appeal site, rather than any other, is 
sufficiently strong to justify refusal of per- 
mission. Refusal would, in his opinion, 
inflict a degree of hardship on the developer 
which, in this case, would not be justifiable 
in the public interest. He has accordingly 
decided to allow the appeal subject to the 
number, siting and elevations of the houses 
and layout of the land being agreed with 
the local planning authority. 


ROAD HAULAGE RATES 


At a meeting in London on February 16, 
the National Rates Committee of the Road 
Haulage Association recommended members 
to increase their rates by a minimum of 
74 per cent. as from March 1. 
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BUILDER SUES COUNCIL 
AND ARCHITECTS 


Judgment for Plaintiff at Lincolnshire 
Assizes 


RRO in a Skegness builder’s contract 
to build 32 houses for Louth (Lincs) 
Corporation led to an eight-day hearing, 
which concluded on February 18, before 
Mr. Justice Stable at Lincolnshire Assizes. 

The builder, John Dutton, aged 45, 
alleged fraudulent representation against 
Louth Corporation and its architects, 
Messrs Vallance and Westwick, of Mans- 
field. 

It was stated that Dutton made mathe- 
matical errors totalling more than £10,000 
in the bill of quantities on which he based 
his contract price, and it was alleged that 
the Corporation’s architects failed to point 
this out to him. 

Mr: F. Hallis, for Dutton, said it was a 
serious action because it involved a charge 
of fraud against the Council’s architects. 
“So far as the Corporation is concerned,” 
he said, “it is alleged that they are 
vicariously liable for the fraud of their 
agent.” 

Mr. Hallis alleged that the architects re- 
presented to Dutton that a revised tender for 
the houses was in accordance with his priced 
bills of quantities. It was alleged that the 
architects knew he had made errors in multi- 
plication and addition. Dutton contracted 
to do the work for £43,800 in the belief that 
that was the valle of the work. 

Dutton, whose evidence lasted for a day 
and a half, said when he spoke to Mr. Myles- 
White, ARIBA, of Messrs. Vallance and 
Westwick on May 7, nothing was said about 
the errors. If he had been told that the 
figure of £43,870 was several thousand 
pounds short of the amount shown in his 
bills of quantities he would definitely not 
have accepted the tender. The work actually 
cost him £49,070 6s. 8d. not including any- 
thing for his own personal salary. 

Mr. R. C. Vaughan, QC, for the archi- 
tects, said Mr. Myles-White telephoned 
Dutton three times in two days to tell him 
of the mistakes in the documents. The Town 
Clerk of Louth was also told of the £9,000 
discrepancy. 

He alleged that although told of the dis- 
crepancies Dutton said he was prepared to 
stand by his tender. 


THE CENTRAL ISSUE 


Mr. Justice Stable said the case centred 
round one simple issue. ‘“ Did the archi- 
tect deliberately and wilfully conceal from 
the contractor the fact that he had added 
his figures wrongly?” 

Frederick Myles-White said that his staff 
discovered that the “tender form was in a 
bit of a mess” and that if the figures were 
added up correctly the total would have been 
something like £54,000. 

Mr. Justice Stable: Why didn’t you write 
to him and say, “ You have added up your 
figures wrong to the tune of £9,000”?—I 
wanted him to come to my office to discuss 
it with me. 

Why didn’t you write it in your letter?— 
That is a thing I cannot answer. 

Douglas Winter, assistant architect with 
Vallance and Westwick, said he was present 
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at the Town Clerk’s office on June 5, 1951, 
when Mr. Chenery (the Town Clerk) ques- 
tioned Mr. Dutton about his tender docu- 
ments and pointed out that there was an 
error of £9,000 or £10,000 in them. “ Dutton 
nodded his head in general agreement,” he 
declared. 


The Borough Treasurer, Stanley Arthur 
Tabbitt, said that at the meeting on June 11, 
1951, Dutton said he knew about the dis- 
crepancies and was quite satisfied that he 
could carry out the work at the tender figure. 


Coun. P. J. T. Haxby, estate agent, said 
he was chairman of the Housing Committee 
from May, 1949, to May, 1953. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Hallis, Coun. 
Haxby said that until Mr. S. R. Saffman, 
regional solicitor to the Federation of Master 
Builders, brought it out at the meeting on 
July 16, 1953, he knew nothing about the 
errors in addition by Dutton in his tender. 
He also agreed that the word used at the 
meetings was “ discrepancies.” 

In his address to Mr. Justice Stable, on 
February 17, Mr. R. C. Vaughan, QC, for 
the architects, submitted that the error in 
addition was not relevant because the over- 
pricing had already made the bills of quan- 
tities worthless. 


As an alternative the architect took the 
commonsense point of view—here is a ten- 
der for £45,000 which everyone knows is 
the price for which these houses should be 
built and the absolute limit which the Mini- 
stry would approve; if the builder is pre- 
pared to accept that figure we will start 
fresh negotiations with him. 


When Mr. Vaughan asked, “Was Mr. 
White trying to swindle a small builder, and 
take advantage of his lack of methods?” 
Mr. Justice Stable commented: “I don’t 
think anyone has suggested, and I certainly 
do not think, that the motive that activated 
Mr. White was financial advantage to him- 
self. 

In his summing up Mr. Justice Stable said 
the direct allegations were against Frederick 
Myles-White, principal of Vallance and 
Westwick, alone. It was not suggested that 
any member of the Corporation or its 
officers misled Mr. Dutton. ‘“ Mr. Dutton 
alleges that he was deliberately tricked,” 
said Mr. Justice Stable, “into putting his 
name to this contract by misrepresentation, 
consisting in part of what was said, and in 
part of what was deliberately and purposely 
withheld. 

“Tam fully satisfied that this charge has 
been proved. In my view there is no pos- 
sible doubt about that.” 

“In my judgment Mr. Dutton was an ab- 
solutely honest witness,” said his Lordship. 
He was satisfied that if Mr. Dutton had been 
told of his blunder he would not have 
dreamt of putting his name on the contract. 
Mr. White knew that if he told Mr. Dutton 
the truth, there was not a chance of Mr. 
Dutton going on with the contract at any- 
thing like the contract price. It was for that 
purpose that Mr. Dutton was deliberately 
misled. 

“Of course,” Mr. Justice Stable observed, 
“Mr. Dutton walked into a trap.” 

Judgment was given for Mr. Dutton and 
damages will be assessed by an official 
referee. The Judge awarded Louth Cor- 
poration an indemnity which means that the 
whole of the costs and damages will be 
borne by Messrs. Vallance and Westwick. 
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LAW REPORT 


No Implication of “ Rise and Fali” 
Clause in Fixed Price Contract 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE THE LorD CHIEF JUSTICE 


TREVOR CONSTRUCTION CO. v. 
CLARE RDC 


ORD GODDARD (the Lord Chief 

Justice) in the Queen’s Bench Division 

on Tuesday (February 22) refused to imply 

a “rise and fall” clause in a contract which 
did not include such a clause. 

Trevor Construction Co., Ltd., who had 
carried out a £93,000 reservoir and water- 
main laying scheme for Clare, Suffolk, Rural 
District Council, claimed that they were 
entitled to be reimbursed by the Council 
for extra labour costs which arose after the 
contracts were entered into in 1949. Owing 
to shortage of local labour, they had to. 
“import” labour and pay travelling and 
lodging allowances. Rates of pay also rose, 
and the additional cost of carrying out the 
contracts was in the region of £25,000. 

Although the contracts contained no “rise 
and fall” clause, the contractors submitted 
that it ought to be implied. Alternatively, 
the contract had been varied by the Coun- 
cil’s engineers promising to pay increased 
costs. 

For the Council, it was argued that the 
contract was a fixed price contract, and the 
engineers had no authority to vary its terms, 

The matter came before the Court on a 
case stated by an arbitrator who took the 
view that these were matters for the decision 
of the court. 

Giving judgment, Lord Goddard said that 
the contract was a fixed-price contract and 
the contractors could not succeed in the 
absence of an implied term. One had to 
assume that they had not included an “up 
and down” clause for some good reason. 

He could not believe that experienced con- 
tractors would leave it out through 
inadvertence, and if they had done so, that 
was their misfortune. The contract clearly 
set out that the contractors had satisfied 
themselves as to their rates, and they could 
not ask the Council to pay them the differ- 
ence if they could not cover their obligations 
in respect of labour charges. 

The contract also provided that the con- 
tractors had to supply transport for labour 
if it was required. In the circumstances, his 
lordship was unable to imply a “ rise and 
fall’ clause in the contract. 

On the second point, Lord Goddard said 
that the Council’s engineers had not read 


or had failed to understand the terms of & 


the contract. They appeared to think that 
if there was an award raising wages during 
the course of the work, they were bound to 
take that into account and allow for it in 
their certificates for work already done. 
Whether the engineers were doing what 
they believed to be right or not, that would 
not bind the Council. The engineers could 
not certify for something to which the con- 
tractors were not entitled under the contract. 

He was unable to hold that the Council 
had authorised the engineers to vary the 
contract. When the final settlement of the 
accounts came, the Council were entitled to 
refuse to pay more than they were liable for 
under the contract. 

Lord Goddard accordingly found if 
favour of the Council with costs. 
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THE BUILDER 


Redevelopment of Blighted Areas, Birmingham 


Sir Herbert Manzoni’s Paper at the Town Planning Institute 


A PAPER entitled “The Redevelop- 
. ment. of Blighted Areas in Birm- 
ingham” was given by SiR _ HERBERT 
MANZONI, CBE, MICE, MTPI, City 
Engineer and Surveyor, Birmingham, at 
a meeting of the Town Planning Insti- 


tute, held in London on February 4, from 
which we take the following extracts. 
The President, Mr. Ernest H. Doubleday, 
i Sir Herbert 


OBE,. was in the chair. 
Manzoni said :— 


The idea of redevelopment in Birming- 
ham was born in 1936. In 1937 the first 
area, that of Duddeston. and Nechells, 
was declared by. the City Council to be a 
redevelopment area under Section 34 of 
the 1936 Housing Act. 


On February 15, 1946, the City Coun- 
cil made'a Compulsory Purchase Order 
under Section 9 of the Town Planning 
Act of 1944 (the Blitz and Blight Act) 
covering Duddeston and Nechells and 
four other similar areas as redevelop- 
ment areas and since then: — 


28,000 houses, 2,100 industrial pre- 
mises, and 500 shops and other build- 
ings have been purchased; 

3,000 houses, 130 factories and other 
buildings have been cleared and de- 
molished; and 

960 dwellings, 10 factories and six 
shops have been newly erected or are 
in course of erection on the sites where 
they stood. 


In the scale of local authorities’ 
activities this progress may seem to be 
not abnormal, occupying as it does some 
eighteen years, but considered in its his- 
torical context and related to the many 
adverse conditions of those years it pre- 
sents an interesting and even impressive 
achievement considering that construc- 
tion did not start until 1950. 

The idea of redevelopment is not new 
—the replacement of any old and worn- 
out structure by a new one is a form of 
redevelopment—but nevertheless it is an 
operation embarked upon comparatively 
seldom even on a small scale; a much 
more frequent process is that of adapta- 
tion and extension and this is the basic 
cause of obsolescence, a condition which, 
to a lesser or greater degree, affects all 
property but applies in an acute form 
to perhaps one-third of the buildings in 
many towns and in most countries. 


DEGREE OF OBSOLESCENCE 


Obsolescence is the disease which 
affects a building or a structure or a dis- 
trict when it has outlived the conditions 
and standards to which it was designed; 
so soon as its space content, its arrange- 
ment or its amenities are lower than the 
current standards it is obsolete and with 
ever-changing standards there usually 
comes a time when the degree of obso- 
lescence is such that from one or other, 
or indeed from all, points of view the 
building or district, is uneconomic. 

When that condition is reached, the 
only course to take is to replace it. This 
1S comparatively simple in the case of a 
single building or a small group of build- 
ings, but amazingly difficult with a dis- 
trict, especially if it is extensive. 

In any district of a town the degree of 
obsolescence varies from building to 
building, from street to street, and 


_ different. 


affects also the services, the ameni- 
ties, and even the layout—it is compara- 
tively easy to replace the worst buildings 
or widen the narrowest street, but this is 
no solution, indeed just the reverse so far 
as the layout is concerned, and its ulti- 
mate effect is to. protract and thus make 
worse the ultimate course of obsoles- 
cence. 

An American town planner said, just 
prior to the recent war, that nowhere 
in the. world had he found a solution to 
the problem of obsolescence and when 
faced with the solution of large-scale re- 
development he said it could not be made 
economic. . 

The trouble with that American was 
that his economics were wrong—they 
were based upon finance and the bank 
rate and omitted the all-important factors 
of human values, which in time will cor- 
rect the short-term financial loss. 


ESTIMATE OF. COST 


Continuing, the speaker said that a 
complete financial estimate of the neces- 
sary redevelopment has never been made 
in Birmingham—with such schemes, 
which inevitably will occupy many years, 
it is doubtful whether an estimate is pos- 
sible, but there is little doubt that they 
will involve a capital expenditure at least 
of the order of £50m.—the acquisition of 
land and property alone was estimated 
to involve about £17m.—and in addition 
there is very great disturbance of all sorts 
of personal and business interests. 

In Birmingham the interest of the in- 
formed public was enlisted very early by 
the formation of an exploratory panel, 
and special meetings were arranged at 
which plans and diagrams were exhibited 
and officials were allowed to lecture on 
the schemes and to answer questions. By 
such means, the support and confidence 
of the public, or at least a majority of 
them and their representatives, can be 
obtained, and it is doubtful whether with- 
out informed support such projects can 
be carried through to a successful conclu- 
sion. 

Sir Herbert emphasised that the object 
of redevelopment, if it is to be success- 
ful, is to bring back an obsolete district 
to a high standard, and this can only be 
achieved if the whole layout is changed 
with the provision of new roads, open 
spaces, good shops, proper zoning, and 
all the amenities of a new and up-to-date 
development; to rebuild a few groups of 
houses in an already dingy setting will 
never do this—the whole area must be 
new and it must look completely 


When the redevelopment programme 
was formulated, he continued, the rate 
of clearance was fixed at 1,000 families 
per year and this rate has been success- 
fully maintained so far, but it is depend- 
ent upon a continual supply of new 
dwellings, including, of course, those in 
the redevelopment areas, and the many 
exchange devices in Operation; later, 
when no more land is available for addi- 
tional houses in Birmingham it’ will be 
dependent on adequate overspill arrange- 
ments. 

The rehousing’ of families is not the 
whole of the problem: industrial and 
commercial occupiers are similarly im- 
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portant, although in their case the local 
authority is under no obligation other 
than a financial one. ' 

On the other hand, the disturbance 
without relocation. of. so many factories, 
shops and offices, would be serious to the 
life of the city.and therefore every effort 
is made to'offer alternative premises. 

In the case of shops, it is hoped. to 
offer suitable premises in the areas. them- 
selves or on new: suburban estates to 
many of: the substantial traders, although 
many of the hucksters and.. part-time 
establishments are likely to go out of 
business. New shops. are being: built by 
the Corporation in the areas and tem- 
porary shops for decanting have. already 
been provided... . 

For the resiting .of industry, a con- 
siderable amount of land. has been pur- 
chased in various parts of the city..and, 
also, portions of the redevelopment areas 
themselves, at present occupied by slum, 
house property but zoned for. industry,: 
are included in the various stages of the 
clearance programme. - , 

Some of the smaller firms are not: able 
to find the money to build themselves new 
factories and for these tenement factories 
are to be provided, either in existing 
buildings adapted for the purpose or in: 
new buildings; three of these schemes are 
well advanced. and others are projected. 

Sir Herbert Manzoni. concluded _ his 
remarks by saying that redevelopment in 
built-up areas is not just a matter of re- 
building slum houses—it is, or should be, 
a process of renewal of many types of 
buildings for the social and economic 
benefit of the community. 

In the modern world this process must 
accelerate because the conscience of man 
has developed to the stage. when he will 
no longer tolerate the foul and noisome 
places. 


Vote of Thanks 


Mr. S. L. G. Beauroy, CBE, P-PTPI, 
FRIBA, proposing a. vote of thanks to 
Sir Herbert Manzoni, described him as a 
city engineer with a keen appreciation of 
the architectural side of:development and 
a humanitarian who saw all the sociolo- 
gical applications of. his work and had 
a real interest of the people at heart—a 
rare combination. 

The first thing, said Mr: Beaufoy, that 
struck him-about the Birmingham Redc- 
velopment Scheme was the wide, compre- 
hensive view that that city had taken of 
the problem and the determination with 
which it had tackled it. That they should 
be able to give an estimate of completing 
their task in twenty years was arresting 
in itself, but when one saw the progress 
made and the plans for. the future, one 
could well believe that they would do it. 
It was an experiment and, indeed, a real 
example of something from which they 
could ‘all learn a great deal. When the 
task was completed, Sir Herbert would 
still be a young man of about seventy- 
five and he would be pointed out in the 
streets of Birmingham as the moving 
spirit behind slum clearance. If they be- 
longed to the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association they might say he was 
the fellow that built those horrible high 
flats; or a third group might point him 
out as hooker of the largest salmon that 
ever got away. 

Obsolescence was a continuing process 
which was going on all the time. Plan- 
ning, too, must’be a continuing process 
to deal with the reconstruction and re- 

































































































































346 


shaping, and with the changes which 
must always go on with changing times 
and: methods of living and working. 


CO-ORDINATION VITAL 


One thing that the whole of the paper 
had emphasised was the vital necessity 
for seeing that redevelopment was part 
of a co-ordinated plan. They had heard 
those words so often, but the gradual 
redirection of development towards the 
reconstruction of built-up areas gave 
them a new and vital meaning. Housing 
and planning committees must get to- 

ther. Because of the rush and pressure 
or housing accommodation after the 
war, planning often had to stand aside 
and they often had to agree to develop- 
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will be fewer new houses than there are to- 
day.” Ald, Bradbeer went on. “ The more 
we try to push on with redevelopment the 
smaller will be the number of houses avail- 
able for the working classes in the city.” 


NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSES 


ALD. J. C. BURMAN, former chairman of the 
house building committee, said it was true 
that one type of house accepted in good faith 
and approved by the Government Research 
Station, had proved far from satisfactory. 
ALD. HaRRY WATTON said that the non- 
traditional houses built in 1952 had turned 
out to be a disgraceful type which were 
going to cost the city a considerable amount 
of money and the people in them muth in- 
convenience, 


ment which on a long-term basis was . 


obviously undesirable. 

It was more than ever important to see 
that any programme of development was 
positively and obviously related to a 
general plan of development Housing 
and planning authorities were not always 
the same body, and it was essential there 
should be a close and friendly tie-up. 
Even where they were the same authority 
it was vital to ensure complete harmony 
in the eee of redevelopment 
progress between housing and the plan- 


“= side. 

tr. Beaufoy said he had been inter- 
ested to see recognition of the importance 
of public relations and the carrying of 
public opinion. He felt that in the: past 
they had suffered from the lack of it. 
The idea that planning officers: should be 
permitted to give lectures was very in- 
teresting, and it would be a good thing 
if planning officers generally were en- 
couraged by their councils to give lectures 
on various aspects of planning work be- 
cause they could not fail to be of benefit 
in dispelling many misconceptions of 
planning. 

Mr. G. Roy SYMMONS, seconding the 
vote of thanks, said the building of tene- 
ment factories was something that in- 
terested him very much and it was a 
scheme that should be encouraged in 
other towns. It was something that was 
wanted in a number of trades which did 
not require massive factories to carry 
out their production. The answer was 
to provide accommodation for small 
units to maintain them at rents they could 
afford to pay. If they were provided with 
accommodation to keep their craft going, 
it would be a good thing in the long run. 


BIRMINGHAM’S “ DESPERATE” 
HOUSING POSITION 


Land Shortage Threatens Building 
Programme 


BIRMINGHAM’S housing position is “ abso- 
lutely desperate ” and the city will be lucky 
to build 2,000 new homes in 1957, ALDERMAN 
A. F. BRADBEER, chairman of the house- 
building committee, told the City Council at 
its meeting on February 1. He said that last 
year the Corporation built 3,005 houses; in 
1953 the total was 4,000 and in 1952, 4,744. 

Referring to the 4,744 houses built in 1952, 
Ald. Bradbeer said that 1,600 built by non- 
traditional methods had to be gone over 
again in order to strengthen their structure. 
Commenting on.the dwindling land resources 
of the city, he said that they would be for- 
tunate this year if they got 3,250 houses; they 
would be fortunate in 1956 if they got 3,000, 
and in 1957 the likely number was 2,000. 
“‘1 prophesy that in ten years time there 


BUILDERS AND HIGH 
COURT CASES 


From a Legal Correspondent 


Liability for Injuries Sustained on 
Estates Under Development 


(THE responsibilities of a local.authority 

who are developing a_ building 
site were recently considered in a High 
Court case, Phipps v. Rochester Corpora- 
tion. A small boy was injured by falling 
into a trench, and the judge, Mr. Justice 
Devlin, in giving judgment in favour of 
the defendant Corporation examined the 
whole position of the duty of owners of 
land towards children. 

Builders who are developing their own 
estates are equally responsible as a local 
authority for a breach of duty of care, so 
the case is of very great interest for them. 
The relationship between those who come 
on land to the owner can be that of tres- 
passer, licensee or invitee. So far as 
children are concerned they are not 
invitees because they do not receive a 
specific invitation. Whether they are 
classed as licensees or trespassers depends 
on the attitude of the owner. It is im- 
portant to know the exact category be- 

ause the ony the owner owes to the 
icensee is higher than that owed to the 
trespasser. 

The duty towards the licensee is to warn 
him of a concealed danger or trap, that 
towards a trespasser is merely not know- 
ingly to hurt him. Even if an owner 
does not want the children on his land 
they may become licensees: by implication. 
If he knows of their presence and does 
not take active steps to discourage them 
by perhaps putting up a notice or chasing 
them from the site they will become 
licensees. In the words of Lord Justice 
Hamilton in Latham v. R. Johnson and 
Nephew, Ltd., “ People who will be pub- 
licly good natured must pay the price.” 

Perhaps the attitude of the local 
authority was that they should not adopt 
a “dog in the manger ” attitude in keep- 
ing the children off a natufal playing 
ground for which they had not an immedi- 
ate use. At any rate the learned judge con- 
sidered that the children should be 
classed as licensees. Once this was 
established the question arose, how far 
the authority were responsible to the 
children. Clearly danger points which 
were obvious to adults would not be easily 
recognised by children. 

The conclusions reached by the judge 
were those of Lord Shaw, of Dunfermline, 
in Glasgow Corporation v. Taylor, where 
he said that the local authority were 
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entitled to take into account that reason- 
able parents would not allow their 
children to be sent into danger without 
protection. Thus there was a duty owed 
both by the local authority and the 
parent or guardian. Therefore, if dangers 
are obvious to a parent or guardian this 
should be reflected in his control over 
the child. The owner of land must take 
into account the social habits of the neigh- 
bourhood. In the case in question where 
a little boy accompanied by a sister little 
older than himself fell into a trench it was 
held that the defendant ought not to have 
anticipated that it would be a place where 
children would be sent out to play. by 
themselves. It was not the only green 
place in the centre of the city and the 
houses had gardens. Any parent would 
normally have looked and seen the 
trench. 

A case which was decided the other way 
and was referred to in the judgment was 
Williams v. Cardiff Corporation, where 
a small child, who was playing on a 
rolled down onto broken glass and tins 
and injured himself. The Court of Appeal 
held that the slope combined ‘with the 
broken glass did constitute a concealed 
danger. The child here, of course, was 
accepted as a licensee. . 


Private Street Works 


Those who own land fronting’ streets 
which are not made up and taken over 
by the local authority will be interested 
in the recent case of R. v. Minister of 
Housing and Local Government ex parte 
Finchley Corperation. The facts are con- 
cerned with railways and as such are not 
of interest, but the local authority failed 
to press home their point that an 
aggrieved frontager had not the right to 
appeal to the Minister by a memorial 
within 21 days of demand for payment 
under S.268 of the Public Health Act 1875 
in cases where points of law were in- 
volved. The conclusion is that the 
Minister has a complete discretion on all 
matters within the Act, even to deciding 
on ownership of land. Therefore, instead 
of private street works matters being dis- 
puted in the courts the matter can be 
decided by the Minister. The Lord Chief 
Justice stated that in small cases, those 
affecting the less wealthy appellants, the 
method by way of appeal to the Minister 
was more appropriate than by settling the 
case through the courts where it might 
go from one court to another. 

Where the Private Street Works Act 
1892 applies again a memorial can be 
addressed to the Minister but only in 
cases where the Act itself in S.7, para- 
graphs (a) to (f) does not provide a 
ground of objection. These grounds of 
objection are mostly questions of fact, but 
there is one ground that the work is un- 
reasonable. This has been held in case 
law to exclude the question of financial 
hardship to the frontager, and it appears 
that this may properly be raised on a 
memorial to the Minister. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. C. Georrrey CULLEN, chairman of the govern- 
ing council of the Fibre Building Board Developmen: 
Organisation, Ltd., has left for America and will be 
away for six weeks. Mr. LAWRENCE has been elected 
vice-chairman of the governing council and will be 
acting in place of Mr. Cullen during his absence. 

Mr. James L. Biack has been appointed site agent 
fer the new £3m. LCC housing contract at Roe- 
hampton, recently placed with Wates, Ltd., building 
and civil engineering contractors. Mr. SEDG- 
wick takes over Mr. Black’s previous post at the 
LCC flat scheme, Trinity-rd., Wandsworth. 
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STORM-WATER SEWERAGE 


ICE Discussion Meeting 


‘HE effect of storms on sewerage de- 
sign was the subject of a paper given 
by Mr. C. D. C, Braine, BSc, MICE, at 
a meeting of the Public Health Engineer- 
ing Division at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers in London on February 8. A 
summary of the main points made by Mr. 
Braine is given below: 

The object of this Paper is to examine 
and analyse the principal ingredients in 
the term storage, so as to assess their 
value for design purposes. The whole 
subject is exceedingly controversial and 
the basic data available are unreliable. 

it is common experience that combined 
sewers designed by rational methods 
(Lloyd-Davies, etc.) to handle storms of 
intensities corresponding to those derived 
from the Ministry of Health formula are 
unnecessarily large, notwithstanding the 
fact that intensities recorded at Kew on a 
special rainfall intensity recorder seem to 
show that the intensities given by the 
Ministry formula are far more frequently 
exceeded than was supposed. The Kew 
hydrographs, together with other climato- 
logical data, show this clearly. 

Hitherto, it has been customary to 
assume for the purposes of storm-water 
sewerage that the intensity of rainfall dur- 
ing any given storm is constant for the 
duration of that storm, but the intensity 
recorder at Kew proves that this is not the 
case. It also proves that during most 
storms violent fluctuations in intensity 
occur which are not discernible on nor- 
mal rainfall charts. Kew hydrographs 
show that during a storm the intensity 
builds up to a maximum which lasts but 
a short time, and that the storm then tails 
off. 

From the data studied it would appear 
reasonably safe to suppose that the hydro- 
graphs of most storms fall within, say, a 
parabolic envelope the base of which 
corresponds to the duration of the storm 
and the maximum ordinate for which can 
be assumed (in the absence of further 
meteorological information) to corres- 
pond to the intensity as calculated by the 
Ministry formula for that particular 
storm. Further investigation is required 
to ascertain the proper shape for this 
envelope. A parabolic envelope is used 
in this Paper only as a_ convenient 
approximation for the purpose of 
discussion. 

With a parabolic hydrograph the total 
run-off from a given area would, of 
course, be only two-thirds of what it 
would be if the same maximum intensity 
was constant during the period of the 
storm, and, furthermore, as a corollary, 
the maximum rate of run-off from that 
area would not normally occur when the 


whole area was contributing, as assumed j. 


heretofore in rational methods of 
calculation. 

Just as the intensity of a storm may 
be considered to build-up and tail-off in a 
“fore and aft” direction, so also is it 
probable that much the same occurs on 
each side of the storm. Thus, a three- 
dimensional plot of the intensities of a 
storm over a given area would be dome- 
like and, with such a storm, the total run- 
off due to the storm might only be about 
one-half of that assumed when applying 
the Ministry formula in the usual way for 
a storm of equivalent duration. 

When a small tributary discharges at 
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its maximum rate into a more-or-less 
empty main sewer, the capacity of the 
tributary may be greatly increased by 
draw-down. The discharge from the 
tributary causes one wave to flow down 
the main sewer and another to flow up- 
stream, the water behind this latter wave 
being temporarily stored in the backwater 
so formed. The rate at which the former 
wave advances downstream is determined 
by draw-down. Because of draw-down, 
sewers will safely handle for calculable 
periods, discharges far in excess of those 
normally provided for under so-called 
rational theories. It seems possible to 
draw the following conclusions: 

(i) Although the intensity of a storm de- 
rived from formuke such as _ the 
Ministry’s may be approximately correct, 
the actual duration of the peak intensity 
during a storm is generally far shorter 
than the storm itself and violent fluctua- 
tions of intensity often occur at short 
intervals. 

(ii) During storms, the flow in storm- 
water or combined sewers is frequently 
non-uniform in  character—ie, during 
short intense storms, draw-down con- 
ditions will usually prevail in the larger 
sewers; whilst, during long storms of low 
intensity, backwater conditions may exist 
in the tributaries. 

(iii) Storage, in its true sense, normally 
exists in sewers and allowance can be 
made for it. 

(iv) Unless allowance is made in de- 
sign for the above factors, the sewers pro- 
vided will probably be unnecessarily large 
and costly. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 
National President on the Need to 
Avoid Waste 


Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, National 
president, speaking at the annual general 
meeting of the North Western Federation 
of Building Trades Employers, at Llan- 
dudno, on February 19, said that for some 
time supplies of materials had been reason- 
ably good, and the credit for this rested 
with the manufacturers, who had managed 
to create new output records almost every 
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THIS GRAPH, which shows the annual rate 
of factory building in terms of millions of 
square feet of floor space, is reproduced 
from the February issue of “Bulletin for 
Industry,” a monthly review of the economic 
situation prepared by the _ information 
division of the Treasury. The increase in 
schemes approved since mid-1952 is particu- 
larly noteworthy. 
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month. The position at the beginning of 
the year was that output was more or less 
keeping pace with demand. 

“In the last fortnight or so,” Mr. 
Frost continued, “the Government have 
announced their programme for roads and 
hospital building, but if, as we anticipate, 
the manufacturers continue to step up their 
output, we should run into fewer local 
shortages of materials this year than in 
1954. We can help, first by remembering 
that in the months ahead every brick, every 
bag of cement and every length of timber 
will count, and then by intensifying our 
efforts to cut out all waste.” 


FIRE-RESISTANCE OF 
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE 


DSIR Report 


(THE Joint Fire Research Organisation of 

the DSIR have issued, from the Fire 
Research Station, Boreham Wood, Herts, 
the following four leaflets: Prestressed 
Concrete and High Temperatures (JR15); 
The Fire Hazard of Paint Strippers (JR16); 
Western Red Cedar Shingled Roofs (JR17); 
and The Fire-Resistance of No-Fines Con- 
crete Walls. 

The following conclusions are abstracted 
from the report on prestressed concrete 
(JR15), which states :— 

From the results of tests certain tentative 
conclusions have been drawn for the types 
of beam covered: 

(1) Spalling is unlikely to occur in unpro- 
tected beams having a minimum thickness 
of about 2 in. in any part of the section. 

(2) Failure of a beam is likely when the 
mean cable temperature exceeds 400 deg. C. 

(3) A fire-resistance of two hours can be 
obtained with a concrete cover to the cable 
of not less than 24 in. Increasing the cover 
would raise the fire-resistance, but it is desir- 
able to include light mesh reinforcement 
round the cable if the thickness of cover 
exceeds 3 in. 

(4) Collapse is likely to be gradual and 
will be preceded by visible signs. Warning 
of failure is given by the development of 
a marked sag, which may increase visibly 
just before the end. Cracks form well before 
failure and extend and open as collapse 
approaches. 

(5) The greater the applied load the greater 
will failure occur. The compressive stresses 
present in the. lower portion of a beam 
when carrying the dead load only do not 
lead to disintegration of the concrete. 

(6) There is little difference in performance 
between beams of rectangular section and 
beams of I-section. designed for the same 
load and having the same cover to the cable. 

(7) A full-size beam longitudinally re- 
strained may have a lower fire-resistance 
than when simply supported. 

(8) Even after a heating of about one- 
half of that necessary to cause collapse, a 
beam will show an appreciable loss of pre- 
stress on cooling. A marked permanent 
deflection will be present even after removal 
of the superimposed load, but the ultimate 
strength may still be a high proportion of 
its original value. 


TIMBER COURSE 

The next one-week timber course to be 
held by Dr. H. E. Desch, FRICS, 11, Hay- 
market, SW1, at Oxford, will take place 
from March 28 to April 2. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 
Draughtproofing Problem 


Q.—1I would be glad if some advice re- 
garding the draughtproofing of wooden case- 
ment windows, particularly the top lights; 
and also the draughtproofing of interior 
doors. 135 

A.—There are many proprietary types of 
draught excluders on the market each claim- 
ing to solve the problem of draughts; and, 
indeed, it is fair to say that they do prevent 
air coming into the room via the windows 
or doors. 

Should such treatment be carried out in a 
room where there is an open fire it is almost 
certain that the next complaint would be 
that the chimney smokes (that is from time 
to time the air in the room becomes laden 
with smoke). With this in mind it should be 
remembered that if you exclude air from 
entering the room via the windows or doors 
then you must make provision for it to enter 
in some other way. 

If the ground floor is of the hollow type 
construction jt is quite a simple matter to 
put a small ventilator in the floor as near 
to the fireplace as possible and at the same 
time out of direct line of anyone who might 
be sitting near the fire. It might well be 
found that having made this provision the 
need for a draught excluder is no longer 
apparent or necessary. Where the ground 
floor is of the solid type of construction 
it dees mean a good deal more work since 
a duct from the outside to the fireplace must 
be formed. 

Of the types of draught excluder on the 
market, the metallic strip, usually of light 
gauge phosphor bronze, is probably the best 
since it is flexible and resists fatigue. 

H. 0.'B: 


THREEFOLD TASK FACING 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


FMB Chairman’s Views 


AJOR L. KORMAN, chairman ef the 

national council of the Federation of 
Master Builders, speaking at the annual 
general meeting of the South Wales and 
Menmouthshire Region of the Federation, 
at Cardiff, on February 21, said:— 

A threefold task now faces the building 
industry in this country—it must build 
better, faster and cheaper. Our great in- 
dustry has done well during these past few 
years in spite of many handicaps, but we 
can do better. 

Recently published housing returns show 
a great achievement, for the number of 
permanent houses completed in -Great 
Britain in 1954 was 347,605, an increase of 
28,826 over the previous year and the 
highest total since the war. 

Freed of most of the quotas, controls 
and other handicaps which have hampered 
the industry during these post-war years, 
we are now moving forward to a period of 
greater private enterprise and to an expand- 
ing sphere of work. 

During these past few years house-build- 
ing has been largely a matter for the local 
authorities, but now the balance will begin 
to swing in favour of the private enterprise 
builder, particularly if he is enterprising. 
Apart from new house-building he will also 
be kept busy with long overdue repair and 
reconditioning work on the older type of 
houses, which owing to many years of 
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neglect, have become a disgrace to our age. 

There will be unlimited work for the 
building industry during an untold number 
of years if potential customers can afford 
the cost, and there is the rub. The cus- 
tomer will demand better, cheaper and 
faster building from us and the task of the 
building industry will be to cope with that 
demand. 

Better management, better output from 
the labour force employed on any building 
site, and more effective use of mechanical 
plant may help to reduce costs, improve 
quality of work and speed production. Part 
of our job is to persuade our craftsmen to 
put their backs into the job, but this is all 
part of good team-work which is a vital 
factor in good building. And good team- 
work implies good management. 

We have every right to expect co-opera- 
tion from the suppliers and manufacturers 
of building materials and components, and 
if we can look forward to some scaling 
down of prices of materials and com- 
ponents we shall be moving forward 
towards lower costs and higher output. 


TEAMWORK IN 
CONSTRUCTION 


LCC Camberwell Scheme 


HE London County Council develop- 
ment scheme at Picton-street, Camber- 
well, has now been commenced by the 
contractors, John Laing and Son, Ltd. To 
secure all possible economies in the Coun- 
cil’s housing development, standard types 
of dwellings have been designed in which 
the overall floor areas willbe reduced .to a 
minimum. The aim of the LCC in this 
scheme is to save cost and hasten construc- 
tion, and from the outset the architect, 
structural engineer, quantity surveyor and 
contractor, have worked together as a team. 
The scheme includes three and a half 
acres for the Brunswick Park school, the 
Southampton-way School, a home for the 
aged, public library, Clemence Hall, public 
houses and bakery. A half-acre will be 
used for widening Southampton-way and 
New Church-road. The land available for 
housing accommodation is about 18 acres, 
and the estimated cost of the development, 
including incidental expenses, is £1,686,430. 
The consulting engineers are Ove Arup and 
Partners, and the architect to the LCC, Dr. 
J. L. Martin, MA, PhD, FRIBA. John 
Laing and Son, Ltd., will construct on the 
housing site 681 maisonettes, houses, flats 
and shops. ‘ 

The contract will be carried out in two 
phases. The first phase involves the con- 
struction of two of the eleven-storey blocks 
of maisonettes, six four-storey blocks, and 
such single-storey buildings as workshops, 
garages, tenants’ stores and a transformer 
house. New plumbing methods with which 
the LCC have been experimenting will be 
incorporated in the scheme. Much useful 
experience has also been gained from the 
preliminary experimental schemes for the 


construction of maisonettes, which included 


the erection of a mock-up at Elstree. 

To assist construction of the eleven-storey 
buildings, a travelling tower crane will be 
used, and the buildings have been designed 
to make full use of its handling capacity. 
The load-bearing walls will be of concrete 
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with precast concrete floors between maison- 
ettes, and intermediate floors will be of 
timber, prefabricated into large units to be 
handled by the crane. Main flights of 
stairs and landings will be precast. The 
density of the development, according to 
the LCC, will be 38 dwellings to the acre, 
but the construction of multi-storey build- 
ings will enable the provision of open areas 
within the scheme. 

The LCC does not expect appreciable 
economies to be achieved during the course 
of the initial experiment, but it is hoped 
that the close technical collaboration and 
the reliable data of costs and records of 
labour operations obtained will produce 
results which can be applied to the Coun- 
cil’s housing work in the future. As a 
further experiment, the LCC contemplates 
using those different systems of construc- 
tion on its housing sites which have shown 
economies elsewhere. 


LCC 


Settlement of Contractors’ Accounis 


AT A MEETING of the London County 
Council on February 15, Mr. Norman 
FARMER asked Mr. A. REGINALD STAMP, 
chairman of the Housing Committee, how 
long was taken by the Council to settle 
accounts of housing contractors after the 
expiry of the retention period, and whether 
he was satisfied that everything possible was 
done to settle accounts promptly? 

Mr. Stamp stated that the periods varied 
depending upon the size and complexity of 
the work and the measure of co-operation 
between the contractors and the Council’s 
officers. The amounts outstanding were 
comparatively small in relation to the total 
sums involved in the contracts....He added 
that he was satisfied that everything possible 
was done to settle accounts promptly. 

Mr. Farmer then asked was Mr. Stamp 
aware that at least on some accounts con- 
siderable embarrassment had been caused 
to the contractors concerned? To which 
Mr. Stamp replied that quite a number had 
caused the Comptroller considerable embar- 
rassment because contractors very often 
would not settle down to clearing up the 
details. Mr. Farmer asked was there no 
fault on the Council’s side? 


BRITISH STANDARD 
Wood Surrounds 


THE British Standards Institution has now 
issued BS1285, 1955, “Wood. Surrounds 
for Metal Windows and Doors.” This 
revision of BS1285: 1945, includes a range 
of sizes of wood surrounds for metal case- 
ment windows and doors for domestic 
buildings complying with BS990: 1945 (in- 
cluding amendments up to September, 1953). 
The standard specifies the materials, dimen- 
sions, construction, finish and fixing of wood 
surrounds. It now allows the use’ of mortise 
and tenon joints for the angle joints, and 
alternative sections are provided for the 
cill. Provision is now made for adhesives 
complying with BS1204, “ Cold-setting Syn- 
thetic Resin Adhesives for Constructional 
Work in Wood ” and BS1444, “ Cold-setting 
Casein Glue for Wood,” in addition to 
BS745, “ Animal Glue for Wood.” 

Copies of this standard may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Branch, 2, Park-street, W1, price 2s. 6d. 
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STONE—continued £ . 

Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 5 in. 

thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork... per ft. cube 1 6 in. 

Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 6 in. 

brickwork es ns a By i a 1 9 in. 

Hard York— 12 in. 

12in. x 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on = and edge per ft. run 9 in. 

14 in. X 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on -" 14 in. 

and front per ft. cube ; 15 in. 

12 in. X6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 18 16 in. 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes _... per ft. sup. 18 in. X 8 in. 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd.sup 2 Steel afigles average price 
TILES and PANTILES Steel tees average price 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 eo ym Aiea delivered London— 


Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from : 
Lincolnshire district nee ao aay a sirders 

Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district bee Compound stanchions 

Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... 

Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district Average prices not for awkward work. 

Machine-made 10} x 6% Staffordshire district Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 

can anes rat and nd Valley i er ar Stock § in. diam., and upwards 0 
achine-made Hip an meanlenel lo ¢ i 

Concrete tiles 10} x 4 a ame ; we ad “per ton extra . 

do. Intesoe ing (49S) .. dae Sars res a aie sa é G e* 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility.’ 4 in. do. ne rE art is ve o Ts 


SLATE s . MiLp Steet TUBES 
oe Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
1,0 4 I Class A — 2% , 
12 ose eee ** eee eee Class B + £6 Light + 24% Malleable List— 35% + 40% 
C+ 25% Heavy + 314% 
Black— 
Class A ‘ . 
Class B Light + 113% Malleable List — 35% 
Class C Heavy + 194% 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


7 in. 
24 in. 
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22 in. 
10 in. 
14 in. > 
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TIMBER cin 
Softwood— 34 in. 
Joinery quality rae ea Ex. bag per standard 4 in. 

Carcassing quality - 4} in. 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring 7 ‘s 5 in. 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. 
do. Honduras do. 
European do. 
Japanese do. es 
English Logs sawn 
8 in. average S.E. 
Walnu African Logs sawn : . CL RAIN-WATER PIPES 
DOORS (in Lots 1-11) , ye vi. in 6-ft. t, senas Pipe 
Delivered London area. 2 sea ee oos's  Uf/OF 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel cae 4 in. - : ioe ans m bas 3 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 2 5 eee ane ae é 7/ill 
2 ft. 3 in. bi ta 9/- 
10/5 


2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
L. C. C. CoaTED SOIL ae 


Gutters 
t 


ow 
o5d 


3 in. 
34 in. 
4 in. 
44 in. 
5 in. 


—We Nw 
cocoaceo 


2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Sis = = 
2 in. * but top panel — Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae ‘a Sis 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. ik. is site ‘ie 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 10/7 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. bus oe Sas ws 12/04 10/5 15/3 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ore oe oee Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
SUNDRIES only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated Ist February, 1955, NET 
Delivered London area oa tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 ‘per cent. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in LCC Conta DRAIN PIPES 
ae of 1 ton (89 yds.tolton) ... «. = per yd. In 9-fts. 
jin. do. (67 yds.tolton) ... bse 4 cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends _ Branches. 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ron eee ee 4 in. aes ‘ sve kl a AE JRA 17/3 30/6 
24in. do. 39 5 yds. to 1 ton . 3 6 in. oi Neha’ dete) MO MRE Pacman 36/- 62/- 
3 in. do. nw tolton) .. 3 
Quantities under 1 ton ol d Id. per 4 in. of thickness. ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 


Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5, = 7d 9: Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


i. aantneest Go. do. aaa ee es oe = Pipes G-ft. lengths ...per y d 


n aes 
OCS... ew. each 
ts in. —— Fiat Building Sheets ee a | per yd. sup Single ieaiidhen sot . 


Roofing Felt, I-ply.... —-.. bee: Wish ” Bends square or obtuse _,, 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 
do. 6in. do. ie 


Assestos 0.G. 


8/5 /10 
12/34 7/6 
9/4 


ao aS acco 


3 in. 


do. 2-ply ses vs wee woe = 
 * Scotch Glue, i in slabs... wee a. .-. per + cwt. 
pearl oe eee Ses a 
ord Glue... maa +5 es cd S2B4b. 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton ots) iss das .. per ton 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . A AFA a 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ses oe §=per cw. Drop ends 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ba ob E. Stop Ends 
TALS Steet Joists, Etc. Angles 
Basis Joists— ae meay ase 
6 in. x 5in., 8in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6 in., 10 in, x 6 in. Bion Lape 35° 
12 in. Xx 6 in. vies cut to veins delivered London 
area abe -.. per ton 38 
Extra for sizes : ‘ Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 
3in. xX 1din., 4in. x Ijin. ... wn er 3 Dropends ... «.. each 
3in. X 3 in. “ sos poo ee ane s Stop ends 
4in. xX 3in., 10in. x 44in. ... ee oe ai Angles 
Sin: x 24 in., Sin. X 3 in. tbe ove _ . Nozzles ae 
43 in. X 13 in. oe my! ate wah a Union Clips ... 


Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 
7 ooo ©6CaCh 
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£4); d 
15 0 
O 


counts : 
gs 


, + 40% 


ranches. 
30/6 
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Per ton basis 
; in London 
£ -a. ds 
Jron—Staffordshire oe) Merchant Geer Aa és ot @h it @ 
Mild Steel.Bars abe sia eat at 14 @ 
Mild Steel Hees 39-1 0 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and 3 A.— t a * 
20 gauge ... ‘ abe ase ve wa ioe ee 6 
24 gauge ... are os — aie Las ae ose EG 
26 gauge . aie ene «oe SO 16 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge ... a Ags sas Ses pet 8 sae ae 
24 gauge ... pee as 2a ree ce ace je ee 
26 gauge .. rh ant aoa -. 6414 
Galveniend Flat sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge ... rake we pic ofa ace "Jan oe 
24 gauge ... ne sual See <a a ie: oo 100 39 
26 gauge ... Sed <a ak bias aa ‘an Loe 6 4 
PLumsers’ Brass Work, CoppérR, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H 


Mand. cereus 


ARN aan coo 


All per doz. sin. fin. lin. I}in. 1}in. 2 in. 
Screwdown bib cocks~ Crutch- 
head foriron ... 71/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron .. «99/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 188/— 323/6 462/-— 815/- 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- - 1234/3 
Double nut boiler screws ..- 16/6 83/8 
Heavy Croydon ball valves... 68/3 155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 
Plumbers’ union brass gael to 
iron . 17/4 21/- 34/9 60/6 74/6 145/3 
1} in. . 2in. ‘3 in. 3} in. 3 
Caps and screws sé ecu? Sao 52/9 °82/6 105/6 
Brass sleeves. 27/6 27/6 49/6. 66/- 
"1 x 6 1b. 14 x 61b.2 x 71b.3 x 7b. 
Lead P. trap with wom ee 


screws “ 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. as nad 71/- 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder Ss. 

Plumbers’... rep ea Fes er ote. PEe-ID. a 

Tinmen’s_... wee eee aaa ue ats s 4 

Blow pipe ... d 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 38d. per Ib. plus gaug' 

and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


din. X Total per Ib. 
Zin. Xx 
1 im x 
Itin. X 
Mi = 


19 gauge 
19 


3.17 10} 

Rolled Copper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price 

plus gauge and manufacturing extras_... -. perton 39 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots cielanes per cwt. 

do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. n 

do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. 
Brass tubes basic tia _ gauge and d manufactur- 

ing extras... «. per Ib. 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


£ 
Lead Sheet, English, 3} lb. substance and becunmaen perton 142 
Lead Water Pipe incoils . ee 143 1 
Lead - Pipe 10 ft. or over 2in. to 4in. dia... 145 
over 4 in. dia. ve “et 147 
Lead z. or Untinned Compo pip ee 145 
Extras over Basis for quantities i 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton’ wie .-. per cwt. 
3 cwt. do. S5cwt. eee ae for = 2 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. Sa ods oa 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £100 Ss. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 
do. White do. do. 
Sirapite Coarse - do. do. 
do. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads 
Hydrated Lime do: 
Lump Lime do. 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton nin 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ann i 
Hair ics per cwt. 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board. i in. thick 600 
{Soo vas over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered s site ; bp ce 
1,200 yds. ... aad 


APN Ccocouws 
CoS cococoF 


_ 
HFPNOCOUMADT IAS 
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‘PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 

Ceiling Distemper ... 

Washable Distemper 

Gloss Paint —.:. 

Snowcem cement paint {in 1 cwt. drums)’. 


coon ; 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 


Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 

Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gal. Tots in 1 Teal. tins 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. ke; 

Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. am 

Size XD quality, 28 Ib. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ; 


ancooroes 


SUNDRIES. 


Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra 
do. oO. (40 gal.) do. do. ... 

Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 

Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ‘gains 

Paste Powder (1 Ib. ana 

White Lining Paper 


SASGAWODH 
oer 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal do. i 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan ... 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do.) 


eooocooncoscooon 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 
24 oz. 
26 = 
320 
$ in. “Rolled Plate 
# in. and 3 in. Rough Cast . 
} in. Figured —_—, and Cathedral, ‘Standard patterns : 
ite : 
do. Standard Tints 
do. Special Tints ... 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, ‘Reediyte and 
Luminating 
3 in. Wired Cast 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 


es Glass =. 
B.2 x 53 x 33 


PB3 a4 x 3h x Shim 

P.B.32 74 x 7} x 3¢ in. 
— ne ee to match up with— 

P.B. 2 Me 


PB. 3 
PB. 32 ¥ 
} in. Polished Plate | G. G. Onetity— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 
5 ft. sup. 
45 ft. sup. 
eS pa 100 ft. sup. 
tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e. plates excending i00 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one “ee or 135 in. 
both ways s 
Not exceeding 180 fi. sup. or ditto” 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto : 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and. one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 
quantity s. d. 


N— 


PPNM eee 
8 


c 
2 Cow 
4 


UNRWa AAW 
DAeun 


Description of Glass 

18 oz. sheet O.Q 

240z. 5; om 

260Z. +» 

32 oz. 

in. Rolled Plate 

4 in. Figured Rolled. and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 

+ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
and Spotlyte... 

#s in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 

3 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... , pies 

tin. Georgian Wired Cast .. win cad 
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The Builder 
CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 7, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. 


































































































































































Shoreham _......-..sseeesesseees 
' Grade -aeamamas A Al A2 ye emery M: B. 
Craftsmen... ee 3/98 3/9 3/84 3/ cm angie 
Labourers ... ses fs 3/4 3/34 3/3 3/24 Skipton U.D. d 
Town. Grade. lough ....... 
eae 2 Felixstowe ........0:essseeeeeee Al pam lah CB 
SM \cvcopsepsydpseososviens r 
—— -Crouch ...... r 2 Rati R . | ceca eg 
I ile scevasoucsnovsevease ree s SAD 
prrent CB. .cccce A eee aA Southampton ...........s00+++ 
ree paMnecnkeledpaskiy teas Folkesione - Southend-oo-Sea aie A 
Edmunds TIMEOM ....2eseceeeeeeeeeeeeereeAQl | MiaiGStOME ....ceecereerrerreresAl =| Southport ....-.-seeeeeeeeeeee 
Bury Si POR oc cccsieccevess 1 South shields CB. ta 
Byfleet Gainsborough U.D A Stato ing UE 
Calder Valley oe illi ane (Kent)... ‘Al ST eae 
Cambridge nk Gl oo a és jae M.B. 
A Cannock U.D. vA en linet i oa ~ Sa ea ey Stantonwick A 
Aahby-igiaZouch “U:B...A | Canterbury 3 ee ae | Mi crcctrpesece- kik EE lok 2 
ee ee | ee ¥A2 | Godalmin rE | ee i Ae, | SUE cet erent- A 
Ashford (Kent) .-........ -A2 | Cardiganshire,County of 342 | Gore B... | Market Harborough U.D." A | Stockton R.D.-.. 7 
Ashford (Middlesex) A MEIER sc cosssnedntuosdbanstoread A pos 03 | Jee ty Stackion-on-Tees. 3% 
- WE . esccccscteee ook Carmarthenshire,Cnty of tA2 —— j Cnkwon Trent’ C: BL ier 
CS * 7— =e A Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of — — aaa { rie nh 
Ashton-under-Lyne A Carilorths ....20200sssvorseseosees ern 4 > 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... A2 Castleford.. a sx cad co. &RDicar) A 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Caterham ....... Botte age N aoe ea o oer AY 
Aylesbury .......--cessseseeees A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith Be Guild A District AD tendon Kuda MB. 
‘Aviesby (Yorks). nen Charmy Down ........ ey | — ‘soem re pt en aba dy ma 
Aylesham sepescnbesoncoarecese Chatham & District ...... Al ptt roug! ° cece, ‘4 Sensinedale ...::..,5:....--. 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. ........- A wiseley ...--.-+-++ oe Sutton Coldfield MB. 
YOR c.rccccccesecssenscceoes Chelmsford coco Halesowen M.B. . vile eaaecs. TF garenly cae: > 
well U.D Cheltenham Halifax coscosecssc-0 <<’ | Je —.” 
Banbury .........-..+- Chepstow Halstead a Mundesiey . Swanses ec 
Barnard Castle U Chertsey see Haresfield Al Nantwich Swindon 5 
Barnoldswick U.D. p -aceoler eg io Harlow ; sel cam A a | Swinton UD. a 
TE sone “heste | ee bead arpenden (oa eh oa 
Barrow-in-Furness oA Chesterfield R.D. ey ye areca ix — Trent R.D.. “ Tamworth M.B. ay A 
Barrow-upon-Soar Chester-le-Ste@et U.D. ...... A Hartlepool A ae ME earns Tomerten- eetart vA 
— Thrussington A2).. < — oe aang Harwich Tae wa sienna deaonmuaagal 7 cng ~ lla one 
senesecrececescsesccceeeses ippenham (inc. - aslemere . — fk! wel sree 
Basford R. “toe Willough- ham Within and Harden- 2 Hastings .......... A? sehr ng DT ict....0055. r« Thetford og Oo 5. A2 
by-on-the-Wolds Al)...... A eS a Hatfield (Herrs.) ..........6-++- ~ eae rm Ser Thorpe 8 gs 
Basingstoke ...........++-++++ Al Chorley .... nes Haywards Heath ... .A2 Newpert feaed! ........... “A2 wader Ges A 
Bath .......00. epoch Clacton ..... a Heme! Hempstead ............ A pesmen Abbot : At wnt. . 
a, ane ae —— - mw Henley-on- -Thames A2 [ose or Renee ag a we ya Sigivngsctacessyee ieee . 
DIONNE <sscennsesnteers a vedon ne oe aes ane 0 5 opaligaevetieeas 
one gaan & District......Al CHBVELCYE ....5002.02cccecvenveess A Herefordshire, Cnty. of.. 03 away oe ces... _ Tonbridge rh Al 
Clitheroe .......seeeeeeeeeereeees A BEER TIO WAY cass e0ccdsascoosast ere oe de Raga we Torquay * ~All 
ae a a Hertford ......- on Norwich ........... i cccives Re Trowbridge mary: 
CGolchess -guansidbowsanees A Sa FP. -- se Nottingham C.B. vel Tunbridge Wells. Al 
ae oe i Hick Wycombe 2. “AL Nuneaton M.B...........0000 A Tynemouth C.B. a 
Colwyn Bay .. Al Highworth ......... .A2 Opksinm ALD. «<...0500cc0<esye 2 Uppingham (Salop) .........Al 
A Congleton Al Hinckley U.D. wel OS eee ae 4 Witoxeter ELD. o<cccpceas A2 
A Consett ...... A Hechin | ‘........ ie Ongar ..... we A anemia “4 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A COMWAY a ensereveneses - Al Hoddesdon .. ee Ormskirk ............0+6 broek = BI sibenocovasteo scree A 
Belper U.D..........s-++000+++++ A Cornwall, — of ...,..$A2 Horley ....... -A2 Ossett and Horbury A = “ra x" a 
Belton .......... ve Coventry C.B.  «....-eeeeeeee A Horsham . .A2 EOE 5. <scess abeessccive ee Wels CB. »-» vA 
Berkhamsted vA Cranbrook ........ »-A2 Horwich ........ eA a oobpre Al won le ne rt 
Berrington .......... Al Cranleigh .......... ---A2 Huddersfield nae aignton ..... At hr on-on- or 
Berwick District... vA Crawley (Sussex) . Al Thi are ak ena pais 2 Ware RE gonketele se e 
Beverley ......-+++++ eee BED cccantccngence ok Hunstanton ........ _A2 Soke Al oe 7 
Bexhill-on-Sea _.. A2 Cromer .......-+. Al Huntingdon (Staffs)............ A Pickering ..... A3 i. ate 
— - oS | Coe +. ~ 2.) “ee A | Plymouth .... | ae nn 
Billericay mee Cuckfield  .......cecccccsesveee A2 Ingatestone At Ruka... eh ben ice ? rr 
es psorease = Dalton-in-Furness ...........- A CS eee ova Pontypridd District.. <a 1S ape ay 
amy “A Darlington District ae Isle of Sheppey ... = Portishead .............. “sh Welwyn Gar. City. aa 
acrid “A2 D A Isle of Thanet.............. A2 Portland Stoneyards .........A Weat Bouwich GE. ‘A 
Birkenhead... oi iE «yp aiemuanranen “"A2 | Isle of Wight ...... "“A2_ | Portsmouth «........+0++- ee A-scan ot 
Rirssingheens CB fA arn 3 — . ee Jarrow. MB. «.......cccccccees A eo ye baat ga i 
Bishop Auckland... ne Derby C ; ee BRINE oc cccccinazsnideansnacts A -....... Be Le ee 5, staccacsch- ines at 
Bishop’s Stortford... ove. Devizes eauiae os oo ti “tA2 Kendal ........ ase ye ll Co eee Wet A2 Wanted per-Mare —....-. ” 
Bispham ........--.ceceeeeeereee A Devon, County of .........4A< Kenilworth U.D ek i eybridge 
BI, ccesnvecisdssnscsans A Dewsbury —....seecseeeeeereeee A Kettering M.B. . mae Radnorshire, County of + en oe rt 
Blackpool......... A Eieacot “a2 Keynsham ........+.++ seis Ramsgate . sees we ae Re reat 
Blackwell R.D. A oes ea: are Kidderminster M.B. ek Rayleigh .... cee — 
Blaydon U.D.... = Doni CB. - King’s Lynn ........... sol Reading hk Wiektoe ThE Aun ay, 
— Scans tee Reta A Dorset, County of (except- oe sea “ we Redditch U.D. ........ se Wigan ... 
Bognor Regis.. --A2 ing Poole, Swanage and | tain Ss eal Redhill and Reigate ......... A Wigton .... 
Boldon U.D. ....-.++0++++0+0+- A ARETE AN) ----0---ve ro Knaresborough U.D..........A RRIDON 05. ocesesesceseceene AZ Willington * 
Bolsover U.Deery.-rn.00-+++++- A DOVET _ ovsereneneereee a MAD So... ocooselass Al Rochdaic Laetigottode aaimcones A ilmslow _..... Spaeranes 
Bolton ........seeecennenprre sees A Dovercourt ..... +A “i nm Rochester ..... Al Wilts. County of. ; 
Bourne End .........-.-.+-+++ Al Driffield U.D. Al ar ogee - NEAT ......ccceccscaests A Winchester ........- vA 
Bournemouth District ...... A Droitwich M.B. a on. -bB. - Rugby M.B. .........cccesse«s A bre sae alee cr 
—  kiladgempemanapeaneaet ~ enn Ag ™ a > eee stec Saffron Walden . me Wisbech Oe «4 oe 
ee eg rg : Sores Cit ae oh Leicester C.B. oq St. Albans = Weaeaine oo At 
aor eno ae me Lembeeys = Leighton Buzzard. . Al St. Helens .. A Woking (District) .. i 
Sreeenntes Codie f.2 : ag ony ge ." Letchworth... SIAL | St. Neots .. K2 | Woking District) -....... Al 
Breconshire, County of...2A2 | E. Glam. & Mon. Val. ....-A | Lewes. cvsescnc “A2 | Salisbury City .. Ad 1 peg, 
ee oe e% East Grinstead District ... A2 Lichfield M.B. ae Salisbury Plain ...............A2 Woodbridge - 
ee - Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ...A Lincoln C.B. we A Sawbridgeworth ............... A Witeceater CB. sccat. 
a Ebbw Vale & District......... C Littlehampton ‘a2 Saxmundham A2 Wahienes 
Brierfield . A Edenbridge ..........- «ale SUSMIAME oi -s:escovarccctoovegees rd Scarborough ay stro eS 
Brighouse . <> Ely —-soeoeeee -A2 | fTiandudno ... it Scunthorpe ... me Worthing al 
a a | Epping A | Tanelly pe GE i pene er fe... Pe 
cae rong 2 Exeter ........ A BRIN Es 05 ssnvoodsonsesiueetes . Sevenoaks .. Al Wioushton 
al a ae ae re A2 | Long Eaton... “NA | Sheerness Ae |) eee 
I ce erect; 1 o> AZ | Loughborough M.B..........A Sofield ; A | Wymondham sccitccorc 
Broughton vetemac acct eae ron elle —. Laanelk a eae Shoeburyness ........c..c00000s A Wake. ana tAak.. A 
Buckley  .....-sssseesereeeeeeree Faversham = ....ecseeeeeeeeeesA2 | LOQWESCOIL ... see eereeceereeeeeeee 





the 12-mile radius is: —Craftsmen, 3s. 103d. ; 
nhe: Tpo: don the rates are: —Craftsmen, 3s. 11d.; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond e 
gio rs, x Liverpool on - working day. +t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. Wantuecdiit Oaai 4% S 
Note. Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in — operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Fac’ ‘ories ani ops, rece 
hen dustry work, 4d. per da 
watts nope eS 0 ee as erany ts rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 11d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 


” i Te oe noe For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 356. 
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IRON AND STEEL 
INDUSTRY 


Development Programme 


AN assurance of the progressive improve- 
ment in the supply of steel components 
used in building construction was. given by 
Sir ARCHIBALD Fores; chairman of the 
Iron and Steel Board, in London on Tues- 
day (February 22). “ Tightness in the avail- 
ability of certain items, including steel rods, 
may be-experienced for a time,” he said, 
“ but ultimately all shortages will disappear.” 
Sir Archibald was answering questions in 
connection ‘with a special report which the 
Iron and Steel Board have this week laid 
before Parliament. It relates to the develop- 
ment of the iron and steel industry over the 
years 1953 to 1958. 

The report emphasises that the expected 
demand’ in 1958 of 224 million tons of steel 
is necessarily a matter of estimation. It is 
based on the assumption that investment, 
which is the biggest element in steel require- 
ments, will increase by five per cent. per 
annum over the period. It is also assumed 
that the export of metal goods will expand 
similarly, that the demand for cars and 
other durable consumers’ goods may 
increase rather more rapidly, and that 
defence requirements remain at approxi- 
mately their present level. This represents 
an increase of 3.84 million ingot tons in 
the use of steel in the United Kingdom in 
the five years to 1958, compared with an 
increase of 2.15 million tons in the five years 
to 1953. Should demand in 1958 exceed 
the level’ estimated, there are possibilities of 
increasing supplies both from home produc- 
tion and from imports. 

The total cost of the schemes included in 
the progtamme is estimated at just over £250 
million. | Major schemes of modernisation 
or expamsion are at present in progress at 
25 different steelworks. With further 
schemes which are likely to be approved in 
the next few years, but which will in the 
main affect production after 1958, expendi- 
ture over the five years to 1958 is likely to 
total something over £300 million. 


NEW PUBLICATION 


In order to make the properties of 
gypsum plasterboard and other products 
more widely known, the Gypsum Building 
Products Association is to produce a publi- 
cation entitled “The Gypsum Journal.” 
The first issue of this journal is expected 
to be made available during April, and will 
contain news and technical information of 
interest to both the technical and non-tech- 
nical public. Subsequent issues are hoped 
to be published at quarterly intervals. 
Gypsum is a more common variety of 
alabaster, and can be dehydrated by heating, 


having the ability to regain the water which’ 


has been driven off. Of particular note is 
the fire-resistant gypsum plasterboard, lined 
with sheet aluminium, which has _ been 
developed to provide a low-cost, easily 
erected form of thernfal insulation which 
at the same time will reduce the fire hazard 
in building construction. In conjunction 
with the first issue of their journal, the Asso- 
ciation is to conduct an extensive educational 
campaign to make gypsum’s properties 
known to national and local government 
Officials,’ building owners, architects and 
contractors. 





THE BUILDER 


APPRENTICES’ AWARDS 
London Region Prizegiving 


ME. F. LESLIE WALLIS, OBE, JP, 

FIOB, president of the Institute of 
Builders, presented prizes awarded by the 
National Joint Apprenticeship Board to 
apprentices in the London Region for work 
during the past year, on February 22, at the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. The 
ceremony was organised by the London 
Regional Joint Apprenticeship Committee 
for the Building Industry. A vote of thanks 
was proposed by Mr. L. J. Holloway, FIOB, 
president, LMBA, and seconded by Mr. 
A. McCleery, London district secretary, 
Amalgamated Society of Woodworkers. The 
chairman was Mr. K. J. Pearce, chairman, 
LRJAC. 

Mr. WALLIS told the apprentices that in 
the days when he served as an apprentice 
carpenter and joiner, conditions were very 
different. He worked a 524-hour week, 
starting at 6.30 a.m. each day, and so gained 
greater practical experience, bvi nothing 
existed then to equal the opportunities open 
to-day. He did, however, attend art school 
to study architectural drawing on two even- 
ings a week—for there was no such scheme 
as “day releases” for apprentices, and 
technical schools were very much in their 
infancy. 

“Try to always do your work with the 
definite intention of asking your parents, 
your school instructors and your friends to 
come along when the job is finished to see 
what you’ve done,” he continued. “If you 
do that you will become a real craftsman; 
one who not only works with his hands and 
his head, but with his heart, too.” 

Mr. Wallis said that in the old days all 
craftsmen had their own mark. “I want 
you to work in such a way that if you were 
suddenly given your mark you would be 
proud to put it on your work.” 

He added some advice to those who were 
taking the general building courses. “‘ When 
you have completed your courses and have 
had a moderate amount of practical experi- 
ence, apply to sit for the Licentiate Diploma 
Examination of the Institute of Builders. It 
is a standard widely recognised by builders 
all over the country.” He advised them later 
to sit for the Associate Examination, as this 
was recognised by the Board of Education 
as being of graduate status 

The following is a list of the principal 
prizewinners:— 


Brixton School of Building: Bloomer, E. (Brick- 
layer), Leslie & Co., Ltd.; Davie, R. (Bricklayer), 
Richard Costain, Ltd.; Shrubb, J. D. (Plumber), 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd.; Buchanan, J. J. 
(Carpenter/Joiner), Lister & Co. (Builders), Ltd.; 

orbett, . (Plasterer), Tomei & Sons, Ltd.; 
Shakelton, T. I. (Bricklayer), W. J. Mitchell & Son, 
ltd. Bromley College of Art: Upton, H. 
(Carpenter/Joiner), Trollope & Colls, Ltd. East 
Ham Technical College: Offer, H. J. (Bricklayer), 
West Ham Corporation; Phelps, R. * (Carpenter/ 
Joiner), Borough of East Ham; tasks. L. (Painter/ 
Decorator), London Co-operative Society, Ltd. 
Hackney Technical College: Lyons, A. S. (Carpenter/ 
Joiner), W. Loweth & Sons, Ltd. 


Harrow re College: + P. 
(Plumber), A. T. Chown & Co., South Ex 
London Technical College: Bruce, D* Ww. (Carpenter/ 
Joiner), J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd; Coleman, M. J. 
(Carpenter/Joiner), Fuller Hills, Ltd.; Leary t 7 
(Bricklayer), Holliday & Greenwood, Ltd. Tottenham 
Technical College: Bannister, J. H. (Plasterer), 
Plastering Limited; Nutt, K. F. (Bricklayer), H. 
Fairweather & Co., Ltd.; Firkins, P. (Painter), 
Keeble, Ltd. Twickenham 8 a College: 
Churchyard, P. F. (Bricklayer), G. Minter, Ltd.; 
Jennings, P. (Bricklayer), T. 5 Appleton, Ltd.; 
Howell, J. H. D. (Bricklayer), Higgs & Hill,. Ltd. 
Willesden Technical College: Foot, A. (Plasterer), 
) m. 3 to Ltd.; Halsey (Bricklayer), John Laing 

on, Lt 
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APPRENTICES ON PARADE.—The Pres- 
ident of the LMBA(Mr. Lawrence Holloway) 
discusses with the Chairman of the Wimble- 
don Builders’ Association (Mr. Christie) and 
the head of the Building Department of 
Wimbledon Technical College (Mr. Porter) 
the work of the apprentices of Wimbledon 
at a display in a Careers Exhibition at 
Wimbledon last week. The display, organ- 
ised by the Wimbledon Builders’ Association 
in conjunction with the LMBA, shows the 
work of students and apprentices attending 
Wimbledon Technical College. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 


EXAMINATION PASSES 


At the preliminary examination of The 
Chartered Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ 
Institute, held on January 17, 18 and 19, 
1955, there were 113 candidates, of whom 
72 passed, being 63.72 per cent. The candi- 
date first in order of merit was Mr. A. I. 
Caters, 12, Hopefield-terrace, Carrickfergus, 
Co. Antrim. 


HOUSING AT DONCASTER 


Doncaster Town Council were informed 
on February 1 that as a result of a deputa- 
tion to the Ministry the town’s housing 
allocation had been increased by 70 to 199. 
Including houses already started; this will 
mean that 394 houses will be built this year. 
Next year the allocation will be 250. The 
Government have allocated half the houses 
for private enterprise, 


BIRMINGHAM OFFICES 


Planning permission has been granted for 
the proposed £5m. multi-storey block of 
shops and offices on the Big Top site in 
New-street, Birmingham. The scheme 
provides for a nine-storey building with a 
frontage of 400 ft. on New-street and a 
15-storey central block. The floor area of 
the building will be 500,000 sq. ft. and 
the building will be faced with aluminium 
curtain walling fixed between Portland 
stone vertical ribs. The infill panelling be- 
tween the windows will be in terra cotta 
coloured plastic material. Work on the 
foundations is to begin at the end of this 
month (February). The architects are 
Cotton, Ballard and Blow, the consultant 
architects being Sir Thomas Bennett and 
Son, and the contractors, Sir Robert Mc- 
Alpine and Sons, Ltd. 
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TIMBER’S STRUCTURAL USES 


A. residential week-end course on 
“Timber as a Structural Material in Build- 
ing” will be held by the York Institute of 
Architectural Study at St. Mary’s Hotel, 
York, from April 1 to 5. Particular empha- 
sis will be placed on the new techniques in 
timber connectors and glued joints. Appli- 
cations to be made not later than March 7 
to the Secretary, St. Anthony’s Hall, York. 


CATERHAM SCHOOL, ILFORD 


The Caterham Secondary School, Ilford, 
referred to in last week’s issue, illustrating 
Concrete, Ltd.’s new precast concrete con- 
struction, was designed by Mr. H. J: Mulder, 
AMICE, MIMunE, ARICS, Borough 
Engineer and Surveyor, Ilford, assisted by 
Mr. A. E. Williams, chief assistant archi- 
tect and Mr. J. H. Tranter, senior assistant 
architect. 


SOUTHAMPTON POWER STATION 


The building work on this Power Station, 
a view of which was shown in our issue of 
February 11, is being carried out by Staver- 
ton Builders, Ltd., of Totnes, Devon. The 
foundation work only was executed by Sir 
Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd. Glazing and 
sheet metal work is being done by Aygee, 
Ltd. The architects are Farmer and Dark, 
FF.RIBA. 


CORROSION COURSE 


A course of five lectures entitled “Cor- 
rosion and Protective Measures for Buried 
and Submerged Structures,” by K. A. 
Spencer, AMIChemE, is to be held by 
the Department of Applied Chemistry, 
Northampton Polytechnic, St. John-street, 
EC1, on Monday evenings at 7 o’clock, 
commencing on March 7. Further details 
may be obtained from Mr. J. E. Garside, 
head of the Department of Applied 
Chemistry. 


35-YEARS LOAN SCHEME 


Mr. Harry Score, president of the Co- 
operative Permanent Building Society, told 
his annual meeting in London, on February 
19, that the Society’s scheme, under which 
95 per cent. loans can be granted for a 
period of 35 years, had been extremely well 
received. He was sure, he added, that it 
would enable many families to buy their 
homes on terms which would ensure that 
the monthly payment to the Society did not 
unduly strain the family budget. 


REBUILDING HULL CITY 


Hull’s city centre was being built up again 
after the terrific punishment it received during 
the war, but a distressing fact was that 
there were few Hull builders among those 
engaged in the work, said the Lord Mayor 
when he addressed the 85th annual dinner 
of the Hull Building Trades Employers’ 
Association at the New York Hotel on 
February 15. Mr. G. E. Stephenson, past- 
president, said that at the present time the 
building industry were overburdened. They 
no longer needed licences, but this freedom 
had been a mixed blessing. Nearly every 
builder was advertising for labour now, and 
no less than £14m. of work had been set 
free and ordered by the local authority. At 
the same time, industrial building to the 
tune of £1,300,000 was being done in Hull. 
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TRADE NEWS 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


The Fibre Building Board Development 
Organisation, Ltd (FIDOR) will move as 
from February 28 from its present offices 
to larger premises at 47, Prirces-gate, 
Kensington, London, SW7. Tel.: Ken- 
sington 4577. 


AFRICAN HOUSING FILM 


The programme for the third season of 
lunch-time film shows at the Building 
Centre, Store-street, WCl1, will include 
“Housing the African in Northern Rhodesia, 
1954,” issued by Richard Costain, Ltd. This 
will be shown at the Centre at 12.45 p.m. on 
March 23. 


WATER METERS 


A new range of water meters for trade 
supplies has been developed by George 
Kent, Ltd., of Luton, Beds. Known as the 
“* Master ” range, it is available in 14-, 2-, 3- 
and 4-in. sizes, and is a pipeline semi- 
positive rotary-piston meter designed for the 
accurate measurement of water flow at 
temperatures not exceeding 120 degrees F. 


GAS APPLIANCE MERGER 


The boards of Thomas de la Rue and 
Company, Ltd., of London and Emscote 
Foundry, Warwick, and Sidney Flavel and 
Company, Ltd. of Leamington Spa, 
announce that they have entered into negotia- 
tion with a view to merging their interests 
in the manufacture and marketing of gas, 
solid fuel and heating appliances. A further 
announcement will be made at an early 
date. 











The PRICE 


OF A QUARRY 


The QUALITY 


of a TERRAZZO TILE 


Details and Samples 
on application to: 


Jocenello.. 


(Sales Office) 


18 HOWICK PLACE, 
LONDON, S.W.1. VIC. 6176 














February 25 1955 





INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS DISPLAY 


Sir Hugh Casson, RDI, FRIBA, has de- 
signed the stand for Messrs. Orlit, Ltd., at 
the third International Factory Equipment 
Exhibition to be opened by Sir Miles Thomas 
on March 28. A scale model will be shown 
demonstrating how the Orlit system of pre- 
cast reinforced concrete can be used for in- 
dustrial buildings and extensions, with a 
saving of time and cost as compared with 
traditional building. 


CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION 


The seventh Technical Trade Exhibition 
of the Oil and Colour Chemists’ Associa- 
tion is being held at the Old Horticultural 
Hall, Vincent-square, Westminster, SW1, on 
March 15, 16 and 17. The exhibition, 
admission free, will include a display by 
British Titan Products, Ltd., of York, whose 
main theme will be exposure testing. Their 
stand will illustrate the main climatic condi- 
tions under which titanium pigments are 
tested, including details of panel prepara- 
tion and techniques used for the evaluation 
of pigments and surface coatings. 


COMPREHENSIVE CATALOGUE 


A new 336-page catalogue covering soil 
and drainage products used in building has 
been issued by B. Finch and Co., Ltd, 
Belvedere Works, Barkingside, Essex. 
Claimed to be the most comprehensive 
volume of its kind ever to be produced, it 
has taken three years to prepare. For quick 
reference it has been sectionalised and con- 
tains over 1,000 illustrations each complete 
with technical information and, in most 
instances, prices and weights. A _ general 
alphabetical index is another useful feature 
which has been included. A _ convenient 
“ pocket” is-provided inside the back cover 
in which may be kept printed sheets, to be 
issued from time to time, giving details of 
plusages and discounts. In addition to this 
main catalogue, which the firm have pro- 
duced, printed and published themselves, a 
pocket-size edition has also been prepared 
for more general circulation. 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS’ DISPLAY 


The Midland Electric Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., Tyseley, Birmingham, 11, are exhibiting 
at the Electrical Engineers’ Exhibition, 
which is to be held at Earls Court, London, 
from March 15 to 19. Their stand will 
show a comprehensive range of equipment, 
including busbar chambers, switchgear and 
fuseboards, isolators and motor control. 
Motor control gear is prominently displayed 
and control panels showing “ Autoline ” and 
“ Auto-Memota ” demonstrate the behaviour 
of the starters and their protective features 
under operating conditions. Other exhibits 
include plugs and sockets; low voltage 
(safety) lighting equipment; electric fires and 
convectors. [Stand No. 125.] 

Also exhibiting at the above exhibition 
will be the Rawliplug Co., Ltd., Cromwell- 
road, SW7, who are staging demonstrations 
of unusual fixing devices. These have been 
devised to overcome the problems created 
by the proprietary building materials. There 
are fixings for soft plaster boards, thin wall 
boards, plastic panelling, fibrous composi- 
tions, hollow pot, etc. It is understood that 
all these devices have been subjected to a 
wide range of tests. Other exhibits include 
Rawlplug Durium Drills, to which recent 
improvements have increased the cutting 
speeds. [Stand No. H.10.] 
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MALAYAN BUILDING 


[From a Correspondent] 


A £250,000 building, air-conditioned 

throughout, is to be built at Raffles 
Quay, Singapore, to the plans of Mr. S. H. 
Van Sitteren, and it will be occupied by 
several companies who will take part in 
financing it. They will “become owner- 
occupiers of offices according to shares taken 
in it. It will consist of a basement, ground 
floor and eight other storeys. The site is 
11,000 sq. ft. and the building will provide 
75,000 sq. ft. of office space. In the front 
of the building will be vertical fins, probably 
in ceramic, to prevent excessive penetration 
of the sun, 


Geological headquarters to cost £125,000. 
—Work has begun on clearing a site at 
Tiger-lane, Ipoh, Malaya, for a new £125,000 
headquarters for the Geological Survey. It 
will be paid-for by grant under the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act. The build- 
ings, which include mineral. and chemical 
laboratories, offices, museum and_ staff 
quarters, have been designed by Mr. B. M. 
Iverson, of Ipoh. The new headquarters 
wiil cover more than 24,000 sq. ft. of ground. 


Eighteen-storey skyscraper to be ready by 
sunimer.—Mr. Ng Keng Siang, the architect, 
said that the £1m. Asia Insurance skyscraper 
at Finlayson Green, Singapore, would prob- 
ably be ready for occupation in May or 
June. The 18-storey building will be air- 
conditioned up to the sixth floor. The top 
floor will be a restaurant. Marbling the 
exterior walls had to be stopped whenever 
it rained, owing to the slipperiness. The 
last stage before painting of the interior was 
the fitting of mosaic tiles to all the floors. 
Electrical and sanitary fittings and: two of 
the fou express lifts had been installed. 

Mosque: with''a lagoon—A magnificent 
mosque to be built in Brunei Town, Borneo, 
will have in front of .it a large artificial 
lagoon. Foundations of the £500,000 mosque 
have been undertaken by Ewart and Co. 
(Civil Engineers), Ltd., and the building 
will be done by Sino-Malay Engineering. 
Building of the lagoon will be completed 
with the mosque in two years. On the walls 
of the lagoon will be concrete pathways, 
which will be lit at night. There will be 
jetties at which devotees will arrive by launch 
and prahu. 

Modern cathedral for Sarawak.—The first 
modera cathedral in South-East Asia has 
been designed by Swan and MacLaren, 
Singapore architects, to be built on a hill 
outside Kuching, Sarawak, at a cost of 
£75,000. It will feature panels of glass 
bricks and wide-louvred concrete fins, which 
will give a vertical effect and act as sun- 
breakers. The bell tower will be quite 


different from the familiar steeple; it will - 


rise in -vertical lines. 

£250,000 hotel, flats and office block.— 
A 12-storey block, designed by Mr. Wong 
Foo Nam for the Malayan Chinese Associa- 
tion, and to cost £250,000, is to be built 
at the junction of Cuscaden- and Orchard- 
roads, Singapore, if the plan, already passed 
by the Improvement Trust, gets the approval 
from the City Council. The block would 
comprise a hotel of 168 rooms with bath- 
rooms attached, a restaurant, dance hall, 42 
flats, officés and, on the ground floor, shops. 
The skyscraper would stand on 16,000 of 
the 75,000-sq.-ft. plot, leaving about 80 per 
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cent. of the ground far a car park for 200 
cars, and gardens. 

Garden city plan—Approval by the 
Improvement Trust, Singapore, is awaited 
for the first phase of a great housing and 
shopping scheme for Orchard-road, Singa- 
pore, including a garden city with an hotel, 
school, cinema, amusement park and petrol 
kiosk. When completed, the Ngee Ann 
Kongsi’s project, for which the architect is 
Mr. Ng Keng Siang, would include 84 shop- 
houses, 423 flats and 20 bungalows. 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Canada.—In Southern Yukon and north- 
ern British Columbia, Canada, Northwest 
Power Industries, Ltd., continue investiga- 
tions towards a major hydro-electric 
development. The proposed industrial site 
will be on the Taku River in British 
Columbia, where smelters and refineries for 
various metallurgical purposes will be 
located. Millions of pounds’ worth of con- 
struction is envisaged for this territory in 
the near future. 

A scheme to build a new plant of 800 hp 
is announced, involving the diversion of 
water from the tailrace of the present Porter 
Creek plant to McIntyre Creek. The Yukon 
Hydro Company is behind this smaller 
scheme. ... The Manitoba Hydro-Electric 


Board have plans for a steam-electric plant 
at Brandon initially of two units, each of 
30,000 kw., for operation in 1957, and ulti- 
mately of four units totalling 120,000 kw. 


Guatemala.—Guatemala’s road system is 
to be improved. About $14m. have been 
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allotted by the US Government for con- 
struction of the Pan American Highway and 
this sum has been matched by the Guate- 
malan Government. Work has begun on 
the metalling of stretches both east and west 
of Guatemala City and on the construction 
of the new road from Ruehuetenango to 
link up with the Mexican system across the 
border. . It has been announced that 
work on the Atlantic Highway will continue 
and that a connecting railway line will be 
built between Puerto Barrios and Santo 
Tomas. Stations are included in the plan. 
The USA has also allotted $6,425,000 for 
industry. This money is to be used as 
follows: $1,425,000 for highway construc- 
tion; $4m. for completion of the Roosevelt 
Hospital; $1,300,000 for technical purposes; 
and $3,200,000 for general purposes... . 
As a longer-term policy Guatemala plans to 
turn to the International Bank of Recon- 
struction and Development and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. Members of the 
UN Technical Aid Administration recently 
paid a visit to the country to draw up plans. 


Norway.—Tentative plans have been 
drawn up between the Norwegian firm 
Elektrokemisk A/s and the municipal 
authorities of Mosjéen and Vefsn, in the 
province of Nordland, Norway, for the con- 
struction of an aluminium plant. ... The 
Institute of Atomic Energy at Kjeller has 
announced that plans have been made for 
their reactor to be built to develop four 
times the energy of the old one. 

The Nordland cement factory at Kjépsnes, 
in Tysfjord, is to be developed so that by 
the end of this year the annual production 
of cement will be increased to between 
130,000 and 140,000 tons from the present 
annual rate of about 75,000 tons. The cost 
of this development is estimated at over 
£4m., a part of which is to be underwritten 
by the North of Norway Development Plan 
fund. 


CANADIAN TRADE FAIR 

The United Kingdom will again strongly 
support the Canadian International Trade 
Fair, to be held at Toronto from May 30 
to June 10 next, with a well-balanced group 
of exhibits. To date, a total of approxi- 
mately 20,000 sq. ft. of space has been 
booked by British firms, included among 
which are manufacturers of building com- 
ponents and equipment. 


ENGINEERING PRODUCTS 

*Western Canada Steel, Ltd., Granville 
Island, Vancouver 9, BC, Canada, would 
be pleased to consider suitable sales agencies 
in Western Canada for the products of UK 
firms who may be interested in the potentiali- 
ties of major sales development in that area. 
They would be interested in goods such as 
form ties, cement forms, concrete vibrators 
and capital equipment for the constructional 
industry. They are also closely associated 
with the metal-working trades and would 
consider seriously any offers from producers 
of items like steel sash, welding equipment, 
welding rod and special steel products, 

Representatives of Western Canada Steel 
will be visiting the United Kingdom, but 
in the meantime UK manufacturers are 
invited to write direct to the company with 
full details of their offers. Telephone in- 
quiries to Chancery 4411, Ext. 776, quoting 
reference ESB/27317/54. 


* From the Board of Trade Special Register In 
formation Service. 
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CARIBBEAN BUILDING 


[From our Own Correspondent] 


Barbados.—Import control has been lifted 
from timber and timber products for 1955. 
It is hoped this will lower production costs 
and improve the efficiency of the building 
and other industries. .. . The Colonial 
Development Corporation have indicated 
their willingness to assist in financing a 
harbour development scheme for Bridge- 
town. The scheme is now subject to tech- 
nical examination by the Colonial Office. 
. . .It has been suggested in the House of 
Assembly that a sugar refinery should be 
built in Barbados, and that the textile, 
garment, and shoemaking industries should 
be expanded. 

British Guiana—W. H. Watkins and 
Ptnrs.. FRIBA, of Bristol, London, and 
Trinidad, have prepared a design for a new 
Post Office Telecommunication building in 
Georgetown. The building will cover 
65,000 sq. ft. 

Cuba,—The Raymond Concrete Pile Co. 
of New York is making a survey and carry- 
ing out test borings whilst preparing a 
scheme as consultants for a US$30m. 
tunnel under Havana harbour. 


Dominica—The latest school-building 
programme has been announced by the 
Director of Education. Ten schools are to 
be built from funds provided by the 
by the Colonial Welfare and Development 
organisation. 

Jamaica.—A new coffee plant costing 
$526,000 has been opened in Kingston, by 
the Coffee Industry Board, for grading and 
finishing the product. 


Tobago.—The contract for a new Bishops 
‘High School has been awarded to Messrs. 
‘Ash and Watson, of Port of Spain, Trinidad. 
Architect is Colin Laird, ARIBA, and. the 
estimated cost is $160,000. The founda- 
tion-stone was dedicated by Princess Mar- 
garet on her recent visit to the Caribbean. 
. .. Work by direct labour has begun under 
R. A. Busher, advisory Civil Engineer to 
the Cocoa Board, on a $200,000 propagating 
station at Louis D’or. 

Trinidad. — The Caribbean Exhibition 
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce 
will be held at Docksite, Port of Spain, 
from May 6 to 22 and will display local 
products and merchandise. . . . Mr. C. R. 
Boneo, is planning to build a shoe factory. 
This would be treated as a pioneer industry 
and would import building and manufac- 
turing materials tax free. . . . The Public 
Works Officer of the US Navy has invited 
public tenders for extensive repairs to their 
jetty at Chaguramas Naval Base near Port 
of Spain. . . . Tenders have been invited by 
the Government for the construction of a 
Magistrates Court and offices, estimated to 
cost $100,000, to be the legal headquarters 
of the County of Caroni. Design is by the 
Architectural Branch, Dept. of Works and 
Hydraulics. . .. Messrs. Ash and Watson, of 
Port of Spain, have been awarded a $60,000 
contract for a new science wing at the 
Naparima College, San Fernando. This is 
the first part of a $400,000 scheme for com- 
plete rebuilding and modernising of the 
college, for which plans have been prepared 
by W._H. Watkins and Ptnrs., FRIBA, of 
Bristol and Trinidad, and which will take 
two or three years to carry out. 
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Turks and Caicos Islands——Experts from 
ICI, Ltd., have investigated the salt indus- 
try in this Jamaican dependency. They 
have suggested stimulated development in 
production and marketing, for which 
Colonial Welfare and Development funds 
will provide $70,000. 
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Glasgow Shipping Terminal 


,. SHIPPING terminal is proposed for 

Glasgow’s Clydeside at the Broomie- 
law. A sub-committee of the Planning Com- 
mittee has considered an application by the 
general manager of the Clyde Trust on 
behalf of Burns and Laird Lines, Ltd., for 
planning permission in principle in respect 
of the proposed erection of the terminal. 
The matter has been referred to the special 
sub-committee on the development plan for 
the city. 

It was also stated that arrangements are 
to be made by the city factor to find alter- 
native accommodation for tenants of houses 
which are due to be demolished owing to 
the construction of the Whiteinch-Linthouse 
tunnel under the Clyde. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


_ Aberdeen.—Plans to be prepared for reconstruc- 
tion, alteration, etc.. at Woodside Public School. 
Architect: Alexander B. Gardner (F), Council Offices, 
Broad-st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 
Carluke.—Lanarkshire CC has had plans approved 
for Protestant school at a Crawfordyke site at East- 
field-rd. Architect: William L. Watt (F), County 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
lasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for garage sheds, etc., at Cum- 
bernauld-rd., and the same at the Edinburgh-rd. for 
the Scottish Garden Accessories Co., Ltd., 591, Nits- 
dale-rd., Strathbungo, Glasgow. 
_ Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations and addi- 
tions for the Pearl Assurance Co., td., High 
Holborn, WC1, at 45, Renfield-st., City. Architects 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 


TRADE WAGES 


JFOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 7, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9}d.; Labourers, 3s. 4d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman's rate. 44 hours. 
s. 

Ist 25 41 84 

2nd 334 55 74 

3rd 5% ‘ 50 83 5 

4th ie we .. 663 111 23 

Sth 75 125 14 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of 2 ¢- 


probationary period) ac os rg 
Operatives on fabouring operations (at 


end of probationary period) 0} 











and Quantity Surveyors: James Davidson & Sons 
(F&A), 6, Academy-st., Coatbridge. 
Glasgow.—Plans prepared by the firm’s own archi- 
tectural staff at 70, Wigmore-st., London, W1, for 
alterations and additions at 491, Dumbarton-rd., 
Partick for Radio Rentals, Ltd., 17, Bentinck-st., 


ai. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations and addi- 
tions for W. S. at Hatfield-dr., Great Western-rd. 
Architects: Noad & Wallace (A&A), 278, St. Vincent- 
st., Blythswood, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corp. is considering a scheme for The 
Ervine Electrical Services, Ltd., for new buildings 
at Holm and Cadogan-sts., Blythswood. Architects: 
Wilson, Hamilton & Wilson (F&F), 153, Oxford-st., 
Gorbals, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for James B. Stevenson 
& Co., Ltd., Ashton-la., for extensions, etc., at 
Napiershall-st., Woodside, have been approved. 
Architect: Magnus Duncan (F), 243, Eglinton-st., 
Eglinton Tell, Glasgow. af 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for the rebuilding of 
tenements of houses and shops with additions, etc., 
for Reginald Wells and John N. MacCorquindale at 
Queen Margaret-dr., Hillhead, Glasgow. Architects: 
Miller & Black (F&F), 132, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.-——Plans approved for the Archdiocese of 
Glasgow for new Catholic church at Baldwin-ave. 
and Knightswood-rd., Knightswood West. Archi- 
tects; Pugin & Pugin, Harley-bldgs., Old Hiall-st., 
Liverpool. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for S. Smith & Co. 
(Dennistoun), Ltd., for new buildings at Méillburn- 
st., Townmill-rd. Architect: James Smith, 250, 
Alexandria-par., Upper Dennistoun, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for new buildings for 
Sohn Menzies & Co., Ltd., Hanover-bldgs., Rose-st., 
Edinburgh, 98 to 106, East Nile-st. Architects: 
Maurice H. Bebb (L), 80, Park-la., London. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for alterations, etc., for 
the George Cinema (Cathcart), Ltd., 149, West 
George-st., at 15, Old Castle-rd. Architect: Lennox 
D. Paterson (F), 147, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans by their own architects for recon- - 


struction and additions at 337/343, Balmore-rd., have 
been approved for the Glasgow Steel Roofing Co., 
Ltd., Possilpark Contracting Works, Balmore-rd., 
Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for petrol tanks, erec- 
tion of pumps and other works at 151, Glasgow-rd., 


Nerston East, Kilbride. Architect: Alexander 
Buchanan, Nerston Garage, Glasgow-rd., East 
Kilbride. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by their own archi- 
tectural staff for extensions and additions at the 
Tolicross Works, Baillieston, have been approved for 
Stewart Lloyds, Ltd., 41, Oswald-st., Broomielaw, 
Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for 90 lock-up 
garages which the East Kilbride Dev. Corp. is to 
erect at mains west No. 1 and mains east No. 2. 
Architect: Frank Scott (L), Torrence House, East 
Kilbride. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for filling station, 
etc., at Valleyfield, Abington. Architect: William 
Alexander, 38, Campbell-st., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for suite of shops, 
etc., at Ashland-ave., Eddlewood, Hamilton. Archi- 
tect: David H. Macmillan, 32, Clydeford-rd., Cam- 
buslang. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for new buildings, 
lock-up garage scheme and lavatory buildings at 135, 
Hamilton-rd., Cambuslang, have been approved. 
—_ Gavin H. Clark, Cairns Garage, Cambus- 
ang. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for Protestant 
primary school for Airdrie at the Dunrobin site at 
an estimated cost of £82,000. Architect: William R. 
Watt (F), County Offices, Albert-st., Motherwel!- 
Wishaw. , 

Stirlingshire.x—CC has decided to proceed with a 
scheme of schools at an estimated cost of £3jm. 
County A: Alexander J. Smith (A), Education Offices, 
Spittall-st., Stirling. 
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February 25 1955 


NEW COMPANIES 


JHE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


F. J. Broadbent & Son, Ltd. (542521.) Regd. 
December 29, 1954. 1, Stanley-st!, Liverpool, bidr. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Permt. dir.: R. T. Broadbent. 

James S. Moss, Ltd. (542526,) .Regd. December 29, 
1954. Newell Cottage, Warfie' Bracknell, Berks, 
bidrs., etc. Nomt. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: J. S. Moss. 


Albert E. Whettam, Ltd. (542553.) -Regd. Decem- 
ber 30, 1954. 2, Grange-rd., Weymouth, bldr. and 
public works contractor. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: 
A. E. Whettam. 

Ballep eee Houses, Ltd. (542602.) Regd. 
December 31, 1954, bldrs. -, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
Dir.: Not named. " Sub.: F. . Rands, Windsor 
House, Kingsway, WC2 (co . dir.). 

F. Fairclough (Manchester), Ltd. (542962.) Regd. 
January 6, 1955, Park-st., Cheetham, 5 Se 
Bldrs., bldrs.’ mchts, etc. Nom. cap.: £20,000. : 
F. Fairclough. 

Comber and Co., Ltd. (542924.) Regd. January 
6, “i985, Mill House Estate Office, Mill-la., Portslade- 
by-Sea, Sussex. Bldr. Nom cap.: £1,000. Dir.: G. S. 
Comber. 

4. J. Counter, Ltd. (542906.) Regd. January 6, 
1955, Moorlands, South Zeal, Okehampton, Devon. 
Bids. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: A. J. Counter. 

Vaters and Sons (Builders), Ltd. (542878.) Regd. 
Janis ary 5, 1955, 40, Thetford-rd., Watton, Norfolk. 
Bids. and contractor. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Permt. 
dir: B. H. Greengrass. 

City Contractors (Lancs); Ltd. (542850.) Regd. 
January 5, 40, North John-st., Liverpool, 2. 
Bldrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
S. Rogers (permt.). 

G. Lowy and Co., Ltd. (542862.) Regd. January 
5, 1955, 27, Warrington-cres., W9. Blidr. Nom. cap.: 
£109. Dir.: G. Lowy 

Concord Housing, Ta. (542840.) Regd. January 4, 
1955, Carlton Chmbrs., 25, Baldwin-st., Bristol, 
Blirs. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: not named. Sub.: 
R. Birkett. 

C. Aldcroft, Ltd. (542828.) Regd. January 4, 1955, 
51, Wood- la., ane: Altrincham, Ches. Bidrs. 
Nom. cap : £1,000 . Dir.: C. Aldcroft. 

P. Golding, Ltd. (542804.) Regd. January 3, 1955, 
Northfields House, Longmeadow, Lode, Cambs. 
Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: P. W. Golding. 

W. R. B. Estates Development, Ltd. (542768.) 
Regd. January 1, 1955. Spencer. House, 4, South- 
place, EC2.- Bldrs. Nom, ‘cap.: £2,000. Dir.: L. E. 
Reece. 

N. M. Muckell, Ltd. (542751.) Regd. January 1, 
1955, 29/31, London- rd.,° Twickenham, Middx. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. . Dir.: Nellie _M. 
Muckell. 

G. & A. Harrison, Ltd. (542736.) Regd. January 
1, 1955, 197%, Twickenham-rd., Isleworth, Middx. 
Mnfrs. of and dirs. in hardware, ry. bidrs.’ 
supplies, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. G. Harrison. 

Bradley & Birkby, Lid. 542813.) Rend. January 
3, 1955,- Dubb Yard, ares agi har Bidrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: S. 

Robinson Bros. (South Woodtecdy. ‘Ltd. (542686.) 
Regd. December 31, 1954, 31, High-rd., South 
Woodford, E18. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
A. J. Robinson. 

Mann & Partners, Ltd. (543068.) Regd. January 8, 
1955, 34, Thameshill-ave., Romford, Essex. Bldrs., 
cutee etc. Nom. cap.: £1,500. Dir.: F. E. 
Mann. 

R. A. Berkeley, Ltd. (543076.) Regd. January 8, 
1955, South Cerney, nr. Cirencester. Bldrs. Nom. 
cap.: £3,000. Dir.: A. Berkeley, Firwood, 
Chesterton, Cirencester. 

Richard "Saunders, Ltd. (543078.) Regd. January 8, 
1955, 54, Station-rd., New Barnet, Herts. Bidrs. 
Nom. cap.: £200. Dir.: R. J. Saunders. 

C. Ash & Son, Ltd. (543098) Regd. January 8, 
1955. Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: F. J. Ash, 
65, All Saints-rd., Sutton, Surrey. 

F. Tappenden & Son, Ltd. (543114.) Regd. January 
10, 1955, Druid Hill, Bristol, 9. Bldrs. and con- 
sorte Nom. cap.: "£10, 000. Dir.: R. E. Tappen- 
en. 

Tt. V. Simpson & Son, Ltd. (543148.) Regd. 
January 10, 1955, Grey Friars, 258, Melbourne-rd., 
Ibstock, Leics. _ Bldrs. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: 
T. V. Simpson. 

Sparry Bros., Ltd. (543134.) Regd. January 10, 
1955, 79, Upper High-st., Lye, Stourbridge. Bldg. 
contractors. Nom. cap.: £3, 000. Permt. dir.: T. H. 


Sparry. 

Wiberg Bros. (Middlesbrough), Ltd. 

Regd. January 12, 1955, The Shingler’s Arms Hotel, 
Wilson-st., a Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£500. Dir.: R. Wiber, 

R. F. Lea, Ltd. (543167,) Regd. January 11, 1955, 
6, Hemdean-rd., Caversham, oo Bidr. and 
contractor. Nom. cap.: £2,000. > R. F. Lea. 
_F. Harrison Young, Ltd. (343211); Regd. January 
12, 1955, 25a, Southgate, Hornsea,-E. Yorks. Bldrs., 
and bldg. and public works contractors. _Nom. cap.: 
£2,000. Permt. dir.: F. H. Young. 

Dixon & Wells, Ltd. (543246.) Read. January 13, 
1955, 197, Abbs Cross-la., Hornchurch, Essex. Bldts. 
_ _ bldg. cor contractors. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Permt. 

‘Stewart x one: Ltd. (543325.) Regd. January 14, 
1955, 3, Singmore-rd., Marldon, nr. Paignton. Bldrs. 
and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
W. E. Sewart. 


THE BUILDER 


The Builder 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (ft) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 21. 
Islington MBC.—32 dwellings in 3 four-storey 
blocks with 2 one-storey additions at Downham/ 
Southgate-rds., Nl. TC. Dep. £3 3s ; 


FEBRUARY 28. 
*{Durham CC.—Clinic, Durham School. 


A, Durham. 
MARCH 1. 
*+Mitcham BC.—13 cottage flats, Short Balstead 
estate. BE&S. Tenders by March 26. 


MARCH 2. 

*Birmingham City C.—Three shops and flats, 
Cross Farm-rd., Metchley Grange estate, _ 
City A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 

*+Plymouth City C.—Additions, oe Hy House. 
City A, Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 


MARCH 3. 

*tEssex CC.—Additional accommodation, Buck- 
mt Hill County High School. County A, Chelms- 
or 

*}Surrey CC.—Alterations and additions, Woking 
police station. County A, Kingston-on-Thames. 


MARCH 4. 
*Enfield UDC.—Sanitary annexe, Bush Hill Park 
ieee F, Lee, E&S, 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. 


S. 
MARCH 7. 

*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Groundsman’s 
house, Hooks-la. recreation ground, Bedhampton. 
E&S, 1, Park-rd. North. 

*{Southampton CBC.—Nurses’ hostel, Archers-rd. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by March 31. 

*Weston-super-Mare BC.—36 dwellings, Coronation 


estate. TC. 
MARCH 8. 

**Dorking UDC.—Shop, flats, houses and bunga- 
lows, Second Phase, Goodwyns Farm housing scheme. 
F. G. Sutherland, Clerk. 

MARCH 9. 

*{tBlackburn CBC.—15 shops and flats, Higher Croft 
site, and four shops and flats, Green- a. site. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*tNorfolk EC.—New school, Drayton. F. Lincoln 
Ralphs, Chief Ed. Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 

*+Wimbledon BC -—Conversion work, public baths. 
Latimer-rd., SW19. BE&S. 


MARCH 11. 


*West Riding CC.—Clinic, Horsefair, Pontefract. 
County A, ‘‘ Bishopgarth,”’ Westfield-rd., Wakefield. 
Dep. £2 2s 


County 
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MARCH 12. 
*Oldham CBC.—Pavilion, ia Ground, West- 
wood Park. BE&S. Dep. £ 
*{West Sussex CC.—First instalménf new Steyning 
C of £ primary school; same, new Lancing 
Boundstone-la. primary school. County A, 
Chichester. Tenders by April 6. 


MARCH 14. 
“Epping RDC. Mag ays works depet, Harlow. 
E&S, 209, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Smethwick CBC. ele convenience, Lewisham 
Park BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Welwyn RDC.—38 houses, Queensway site. E&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 15. 
*Preston CBC. — Extensions, Ribbleton-ave. 
Methodist School. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 17. 
*Luton BC.—134 houses and 16 flats, 
No. 1 housing estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Preston CBC.—Extensions, Larches county prim. 
sch. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 18. 
*Barnes BC.—22 flats, etc.; Barnes High-st. and 
Grove-rd., SW13. W. R. Shepherd, BE&S. 
*Carlisle City C.—Additions, Margaret Sewell 
School. City S., 18, Fisher-st. 
*t+Southaumpton BC.—Erection of Weston Park Sec. 
Girls’ Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by April 2. 


MARCH 21. 
*Leyton BC.—12 flats, 315-321, 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Rimfold 


Lea Bridge-rd. 


MARCH 22. 
*Grantham BC.—34 houses. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Iiford BC.—Shelters, convenience and bowls 
pavilion, Barley-la. BE&S. 
*Iiford BC.—Nine garages, Wenseyaie-ev. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 23. 
*Aireborough UDC.—Pavilion, Micklefield Park, 
Rawdon. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
- MARCH 25. 
*Maidenhead BC.—12 houses, Spencers estate, 
BE&S, 14, Craufurd-rise. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 28. 
*Aldershot BC.—20 flats, 20 old people’s bunga- 
lows and pair of houses. BE&S, Dep. £2 2s. 
*Barnsley CBC.—154 houses, Athersley North and 
Hummingley-la. estates. s 
*Carlisle City C. area junior school. City 
S., 18, Fisher-st. Dep. £2 


MARCH 31. 
*+Glamorganshire CC.—Revision of list of build- 
ing contractors. County A, Cardiff. 


NO DATE. 


*Farnham UDC.—Extension, Memorial Hall. 
A. J. & L. R. Stedman (F&A); ‘architects, 36, South- 
st. 


Dep. £2. 
*Tunbridge Wells BC.—16 flats, Sherwood estate. 
H. P. Bishop, BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 5. 
Maesteg UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 


MARCH 7. 
Anglesey CC.—County S. (Materials.) 
*Southend-on-Sea CBC.—Chain-link fencing, etc.. 
Youth Commemoration Ground, Eastern-ave. Boro’ 
A, 30, Alexandra-st. Pred ; 
**Wallasey CBC.—External painting, 586 council 
houses. Boro’ 
MARCH 8. 
*tDurham CC.—Installation of heating, etc., at 
hostel for aged persons, Stanley, and hoste! for blind 
persons, Durham. County A, Durham. 


MARCH 14, 
Atherton UDC.—S. (Materials.) 
Dearne UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
Tees Valley Water Bd.—The chairman, Water Bd. 
Offices, Corporation-rd., Middlesbrough. (Materidls.) 


MARCH 15. 

*Romford BC.—£lectrical installation in 144 flats, 
Rush Green-gdns., and 54 flats, White Hart-la. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s 

MARCH 16. 

*Sunderland CBC.—Flooring, etc., Broadway 
primary junior school, and tarmacadam paving, 
Hylton Red House infants’ school. Boro’ A, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 








358 
MARCH. 19. 
Bodmin BC.—TC. (Materials.) 
MARCH 21. 


*Birmingham City C.—Boundary 
municipal houses, J. 
~19-29, Summer-row. 

*Preston CBC.—Structural steelwork, 
Hall county secondary school. BE&S. 


MARCH 28. 


*Heston and Isleworth BC.—Temporary floor over 
major bath, Hounslow swimming bath. BS, 88, 
Lampton-rd., Hounslow. Dep. £2 2s. 


_ fencing. of 
P. Macey, Housing Manager, 


Ribbleton 


NO DATE. 
*Birmingham City C.—External painting municipal 
dwellings. J. P. Macey, Housing Manager, 19-29, 
Summer-row. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 28. 

tColne Valley UDC.—Sewerage works. D. Balfour 
& Sons, engineers, 131, Victoria-st., Westminster, 
Swi. Dep. ~¥ 

MARCH I1, 

{Trinidad and Tobago Governments.—Nearly five 
miles of mains and fittings. Howard Humphreys & 
Sons, engineers, Victoria Station House, Victoria-st., 
Westminster, SW1. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by April 22. 


MARCH 15. 

Faversham BC.—Part a site works on Lower-rd. 
estate. BS. Dep. 

Inverness CC-About. 23 miles piping for Benbe- 
cula regional water supply scheme. County WE. 

Lexden and Winstree RD C.—Construction of bore- 
hole pumping station at Tiptree. Elliott and Brown, 
consulting engineers, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., 
Nottingham. Dep. 3s. 


MARCH 16. 


Maldon BC.—Private street works and completion 
of housing estate road and footpaths, America-st., 
Maldon. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 17. 


Luton BC.—Road and sewers at Rumfold No. 2 
housing estate, also private street works at Birds- 
foot-la. (part). BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 18. 


Darlington CC.—Sections 1 and 3 of Geneva-rd. 
relief sewer. BS. Dep. £2. 


MARCH 21. 


*tKingswood UDC.—Excavations, laying and sur- 
face carriageway, sewers, etc., Holly Hill-rd. a 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 23. 


Wareham BC.—Construction and maintenance of 
3,000 yds. of 9-in. to 6-in. un-iron pipeline and 
other works. Lemon and Blizard, consulting en- 
gineers, Lansdowne House, Castle-la. , Southampton 


Dep. 
MARCH 28. 


Belper UDC.—R.c. Im.-gall. service reservoir at 
Bessalone, contract No. 1. Herbert Lapworth Ptnrs., 
engineers, 23, Victoria-st., Westminster. Dep. £5. 


MARCH 29, 
Inverness CC.—Phase 2, Beauly water scheme. 
County WE. 
MARCH 31. 


Birmingham Tame and Rea Dist. Drainage Bd.— 
Sludge digestion plant at Minworth works. Engineer 
to the Bd., ee Erdington, Birmingham, 24. 


Dep. £10 10s 
APRIL 1. 
tSwansea CBC.—Cray scheme; provision of water 
treatment equipment. Binnie, Deacon & Gourley, 
seonens, Artillery House, Artillery-row, SWI. Dep. 


APRIL 2. 


Bingham RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
works. Elliott and Brown, engineers, ‘anes House, 
Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—Houses.—The development of two sites 
in Fontarabia-rd. by the erection of 24 houses at an 
estimated cost of £47,217 has been recommended by 
Hsg. Com 

Bermondsey.—Housinc. —TP Com. recommend 
that work be put in hand for the erection of 28 flats 
at Block 6, Ainsty estate, at an estimated cost of 
£67,138. 

Camberwell.—REDEVELOPMENT.—BC propose to re- 
develop for housing purposes the Astley-st, area and 
to include Jand in the Rolls-rd. area district in Ber- 
mondsey. 

Croydon. — Bank Buitpincs. — Finance Com. 
eibotimens that approval be given in principle to 
proposals by Barclays Bank, Ltd., 54, Lombard-st., 
EC3, for the erection of a four-storey building com- 


THE BUILDER 


prising banking, offices, shops, showrooms and restau- 
rant at the site. of the former ‘‘ Crown Hotel’? PH 
and Nos. la, 3 and 5, North End. 

Croydon.—-MalsonettEs:—TP approval has been 
granted to proposals by S. O. Connor, 1, Purley 
Hill, Purley, for the erection of 24 maisonettes 
between 22 and 38, Ashburnton-rd. / 

Croydon.—Suops, OFFices AND FLats.—Proposals 
have been made by William A. Webster, 42a, Tam- 
worth-rd., Croydon, for the erection of shops, offices 
and flats over with printing works at rear on the site 
of Nos. 38-42a, Tamworth-rd. 

Croydon.—TEcHNICAL COLLEGE.—The erection of 
stage 2 of the new Technical College, proposed by 
Corp., has been given TP consent. 

Croydon.—Houses.—Proposals have been made by 
the governors of the Whitgift Education Foundation 
in Croydon, c/o Harold Williams & Ptnrs., 80, High- 
st., for the construction of a new street and the erec- 
tion of 19 houses on land adjacent to Deepdene-ave. 

Croydon.—SuHorps AND OrFices.—The erection of 
four shops with office and/or dwelling accommoda- 
tion over, on land between .Nos. 1330 and_ 1340, 
London-rd., has been proposed by the Misses Hobbs, 
Norbury Hall, -Craignish-ave,, Norbury, SW16, and 
— TP permission subject to approval of detailed 
plans 

Croydon. — Factory. — Proposals by Carrington 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Camco Works, Sander- 
stead-rd., South Croydon, for the erection of a fac- 
tory on a site in Vulcan-way have been granted TP 
permission. 

Croydon.—YMCA Hostet.—TP consent has been 
given to proposals by the trustees of the YMCA, c/o 
E. F. Starling, ARIBA, 6, Queen Anne’s Gate, SWI, 
for the erection of a YMCA hostel at No. 28, Welles- 
ley-rd. 

*Croydon.—DEVELOPMENT. —MH&LG has_ refused 
permission to develop 90 acres of land each of Lodge- 
la. The Minister has suggested that further con- 
sideration be given to the possibility of redevelop- 
ment at considerably higher densities of temporary 
house sites. 

Hsg. Com. therefore recommend that the following 
sites be redeveloped at a higher density: Addington 
Golf (56 acres); Castle Hill (36 acres); Longheath (18 
acres); Monks Hill (21 acres); College Green (9 <<: 
Wingate-crescent (5 acres); Convent (4 acres); The 
Lawns (4 acres); and Beddington-la. (2 acres). Hsg. 
Com. also propose that a start be made in the 1956 
programme on the Castle Hill site. 

With regard to infilling at New Addington, Hsg. 
Com. have considered building on these sites: Land 
fronting proposed new road off King Henry’s-dr. (36 
dwellings); land between Godric-cres. and Hares 
Bank (20 dwellings); two sites in Milne Park East (12 
ag ag land at end of Northdown-cres. /Northdown- 

(16 dwellings); former site for Nursery School in 
elehaaies which has been abandoned (16 dwell- 
ings); land at junction Headley-dr./Thursley-cres. 
(12 dwellings); land at junction  Salcot-cres./ 
Gascoigne-rd. (8 dwellings). Hsg. Com. recommend 
approval in principle in respect of all the sites. 

Hackney.—FLATS AND MaAISONETTES.—BC are 
recommended to approve the development of Clapton 
Common (No. 7) housing site by the construction of 
10 maisonettes and 14 flats, at a total estimated cost 
of £71,750, including cost of site acquisition. 
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Hammersmith.—SaiLtvc Cius House.—MBC has 
approved in principle plans submitted by BE&S 
which have been agreed with the London Corinthian 
Sailing Club, showing the proposed new club house, 
boathouse and public promenade to be constructed in 
connection with the redevelopment of the river front. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—RDC approved plans by MoW for. tele- 
phone exchange at Felton. 

Altrincham.—Erection of new factory at Atlantic. 
st. for J.B. Electric, Ltd. Architect, J. Cocker, 5 
Market-st. 

Ashton Under Lyne.—Lancs CC propose erection 
of new police headquarters at Jowetts-walk, £157,000 
est.—BC received Min. approval for erection of 136 
flats at Charlestown and 32 houses at Neal-ave 
—Approved plans, erection of petrol filling station off 
Mill-la., Fleet-st. and Church-st. for J. B. Hadfield 
& Sons, Ltd. 

Atherton.—UDC approved plans for further ex- 
tensions to Formby Hall. Architects, J. C. Prest- 
wich & Sons, Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh. 


Barnard Castle.--RDC to build 16 flats on Cowley 
site at Cockfield. Plans by J. Lawton, Galgate, 
Barnard Castle. 

Bedale.—Edwards & Ptnrs., Eldon-pl., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, appointed architects for mew sec. sch. at 
Bedale for North Riding of Yorks EC. 

Berwick.—Berwick Breweries, Ltd., Palace Green, 
to erect new licensed premises in Great North-rd., 
Tweedmouth. 

Birkenhead.—BC to invite tenders for 40 dwellings 
at Prenton Dell and 100 at Woodchurch estate.— 
Propose adaptation of ‘‘ The Priory ’’ to form aged 
persons’ home.—To prepare scheme for erection of 
family group home and reception centre at Prenton 
Dell estate, and home at Overchurch estate. 

Birmingham.—BC propose repairs at Harborough 
Hall, Blakedown, £10,000 est. 


Birtley (Co. Durham).—Outline plans prepared for 
crematorium for PC. Architects, Arthur & Kirkup, 
13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead. 

Blackburn.—TC invited Gregory Housing, Ltd., to 
submit scheme for erection of blocks of flats at 
junction Kelsall-ave./Fountains-ave. on Philips-rd. 
site.—Seek loan £22,500 for erection of ambulance 
Station at Haslingden-rd. 


Blaydon.—UDC approved plans submitted by Rev. 
C. L. Barron, Curate-in-charge at Rowlands Gill, 
for new church, cost £10,000. 


Blaydon (Co. Durham).—Plans prepared by J. W. 
Taylor & Son, St. James-bldgs., Gallowgate, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, for new Church of St. Barnabas at 
Blaydon, cost £10,000. 

Brandon.—George Smith, ‘‘ Shafto Arms,’ Little- 
burn, proposes new licensed premises in Woodland- 
td., Esh Winning. 

Brandon.—UDC received loan sanction £154,490 for 
114 houses at Brandon Colliery. Council has own 
direct labour organisation. 

Burnley.—BC to invite following firms to tender 
for erection of crematorium:—Caton and Duckworth 
Ltd., William Henry-st. Saw Mills; Clegg Bros. (Burn- 
ley), Ltd., Stanley-st. Saw Mills; H. & R. Clegg, 
ey Bull-st.; 3 - Heap, Ltd., 22, Clifton- 

; Mullen & Durkin, Ltd:, 146, Trafalgar-st.; .; George 
dg & Sons, er Pennington Saw Mills, Leigh; 
E. Taylor & Co., Ebor Sawmills, Littleborough; 
H. Wimpenny x pay Ltd., Clough Saw Mills, 
Gardner-rd., Prestwich. 

Chadderton.—UDC approved plans for rebuilding 
‘“* Mare and Foal,’’ Ashton-rd. 

Cheshire.—EC approved sketch plans for second and 
third instalments of Chester College of FE. 

Charch.—UDC seek loan £11,000 for erection of 
12 one-bedroomed flats on Ridings Barn estate. 
Approved scheme for erection of flats on Market-st. 
site. 

Cockermouth.—RDC approved plans for erection 
of 30 houses at Broughton Moor. 

Colwyn Bay.—TC to prepare plans for 44 three- 
storey flats at Elwy-rd. estate, Rhos on Sea. To 
invite tenders for additional 10 houses on same site. 


Coventry.—TC approved scheme for erection of 
aged persons’ homes at Willenhall and Stoke Alder- 
moor Neighbourhood Units £44,650 est. and £44,100 
est. 

Coventry.—City A to prepare plans for erection 
of central depot for City E Department.—To seek 
Min. approval to sketch plans for proposed new 
Central Baths.—Bass, Ratcliff and Gaetton, Ltd., 
been allocated site for erection of new public house 
adjoining Woolworths. Market-st. South.—Marks and 
Spencers, Ltd., propose large extensions to their 
premises at Broadgate. 

Crawley.—£716,000 technical college for Crawley 
new town approved by West Sussex CC. The first 
stage of buildings, to be erected during 1955-56, will 
cost £329,000. 

Darlington.—Corporation General Purposes Com. 
approved preparation of plans for new range of 
— al buildings. ‘Boro’ A, E. Tornbohm. 

rlington.—RDC to build 12 houses and three 
ecnotions at Hurworth. 

Doncaster.—TC approved plans for erection of 
Ng block at Bramworth-rd. for Esso Petroleum Co., 

td. 

Durham.—City C approved preliminary plans by 
City S, J. Green, for crematorium, est. cost £45,000. 

Filey.—UDC approved plans for erection of church 
hall for Parish Church C. Plans by S, A. G. Kelly. 

Gateshead.—Corpn. approved plans by C. S. 
Errington, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
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alterations and extensions to Coach and Horses Hotel 
at Wrekenton for R. Deuchar & Co., Ltd 

Gateshead.— F. Winters, to prepare plans 
for Dorran-type "houses in Glasshouse-yard, Carr 
Hill-rd. 

Gateshead.—During current year, Fd gs org 
building sanitary annexe at ‘‘ Elmwood ’ ** Oak- 
wood ’” at £22,000, and alterations to ilies blocks 
at Fountain View Institution, at £17,000.—Next year 
it is proposed to build old people’s hostel at Beacon 
Lough at £26 .—-James Deuchar, Ltd., Eldon-sq., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, prosose public-house w Park- 
rd. A. Mauchlen Weightman & Elphick, Saville-row, 
Newcastle.—C, S. Errington, 46, Grainger-st., New- 
castic, A for proposed office block in Melbourne-st. 
for ‘Howe Brothers, printers.—Colvin-Smith, Ltd., 
engineers, Low seek site for new premises 
adjoining riverside at South Shore-rd. 

Golborne.—UDC received increase in allocation of 
houses for 1955 from 40 to 50.—Approved scheme for 
20 houses at Lowton-rd., £23,864 est. 

Hulesowen.—Mitchells and Butlers, Ltd., propose 
erection of public house on Fatherless Barn estate. 

Heanor.—UDC propose erection of community 
centre at Marlpool Farm estate. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—UDC to build 41 shops.  S, 
H. ©. Bestow. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—Of 170 houses to be erected 
this year by UDC, 60 will be built at Hindson-cres. 
Soutn and 100 at Hindson-cres. North.—lt is also 
prop: osed to erect four shops and flats on Grange 
Estate and six bungalows in Burn Park-rd.—UDC 
approved erection of two shops and flats on Race- 
course Estate and two shops and flats on Fence 
Houses Estate, cost £13,600. UDC has own direct 
labour department. 

Iikiey.—UDC approved plans, 32 houses at Valley- 
dr. for E. Harrison. Banchory, Holme-gr., Burley. 
Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Dawe Brothers, Westgate-rd., 
New sastle-on-Tyne, approached Jarrow TC regarding 
site for new cinema. Site near Robin Hood Inn 

suggested. 

Jarrow.—TC to build within next five years central 
aree shopping centre, cost £lm. It is proposed to 


demolish 137 shops and erect 103 new ones. Plans by 
BE, H. W. T. Perkins. 
Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Licensing Magistrates approved 


consiruction of new hotel at Monkton for Newcastle 
Breweries, Ltd., Haymarket, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and 
it is proposed to proceed with work as soon as 
possible. A, J. Oswald & Sons, 68, Northumberland- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Kent. —MH&LG approved inclusion of following 
schemes in Kent CC’s school-building programme for 
1955-56: New two-form entry sec. sch. at Chartham, 
est. cost £88,250; two-form entry sec. schs. for girls at 
Cranbrook and Paddock Wood, est. cost £93,500; 
extra rooms at Westerham, est. cost £60,000; and at 
Wrotham, est. cost £98,000 

Leicester.—Approval in principle given to 
Leicester’s scheme for new £48,000 pavilion on 
Victoria..Park to. replace building demolished after 
being extensively damaged by parachute mine in 1940. 
It will bhava café, “accommodating people, 
changing-rooms.-for.,300°:men and 100 women, 
-showers,. first-aid room;..rest room, stores and care- 
taker’s flat. 

Liverpool.—TC to seek site for erection of swim- 
ming baths. 

Macclesfield.—TC seek loan £120,551 for 96 houses 
at Hurdsfield. 

Manchester.—Kodak, Ltd., propose four-storey ex- 
tension to warehouse at 63. Sackville-st. Architects, 
Matley, Brotherton and Mills, 39, Oxford-rd., Man- 
chester.—Joseph Cockshoot & Co., _ Ltd., Globe 
Works, Boundary-st. and Malpas-st., West Gorton, 
per single-storey extension to factory for storage 
of vehicles. Architects, J. W. Beaumont & Sons, 
Danlee-bldgs., Spring-gdns., Manchester, 

Matlock.—UDC approved plans:—Conversion of 
6 ie into 4 at Bedehouse-la.. Cromford, for 
Capt. R. A. Akwright; conversion of north block of 
Derwent Flats, Darley Dale, into premises for instru- 
ment making for Cobb Slater & Co. ‘ 

Middlesbrough.—Arthur Robinson omg 
Ltd., Middlesbrough, purchased  Tollesley Hall, 
Marton, to be converted into offices, cost £20, 
Thirty acres of land will also be developed. 


Middlesbrough. —Corporation Transport Com. in- 
cluding in estimates £10,000 for proposed additions to 
transport depot and Offices. J. A. Kenyon, a 

Middlesbrough.—Watch and _ Licensing Com. 
approved preliminary sketch plans for new police 
headquarters in Grange-rd. Scheme will cost £200,000 
and work expected to start next year. 

Middlesbrough.—Plans being prepared by Kitching 
.& Co., 21, Albert-rd., for additions in Norton-st. and 
Bottomley-st. for A. Jones & Co., Ltd., site plan 
‘for litensed premises in Ladgate-la. for Vaux 
Associated Breweries, Ltd., Sunderland.—Warehouses 
and offices proposed at Dundas-mews for Cleveland 
Properties, Ltd. A, Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, 
23, Albert-rd.—Premier Dwellings, Ltd., builders, 
Albert-rd., to erect eight houses in Cambridge-rd.— 
F. W. Woolworth & Co., Ltd., New Bond-st., 
London, Wi, intend rebuilding and extending their 
Premises in Linthorpe-rd., a Firm have 
own architects’ dept. —Pians by BE, J. A. Kenyon, 
soreeet for eight shops and 16 flats in Rothbury- 

74 houses at Pallister, 72 houses and 10 police 
+ le at Park End. Plans also approved for new 
le Beck No. 2 Sec. 
and Longlands Cty. Sch. for EC. 
rhomeberr —Site ag in Orchard-rd. for 
Proposed new Little Theatre, est. cost £38,000. 
poe vid O. Sellars, Little Theatre, Middlesbrough, is 
Chairman. . 


THE BUILDER 


Middleton.—Lancs CC propose erection of school 
clinic and child welfare centre at junction of Wood- 
st./Borrowdale-rd., Langley. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Parks Com. to erect pavilion 
at Fossgate Recreation Ground. Plans by City Pro- 
perty S, R. A. Hand, Town Hall—Amended plans for 
warehouse and stores by Arthur & Kirkup, Swinburne- 
st., Gateshead, at 961-963, Scotsw sabes. for 
Yellowley & Daglish have been approved. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Benton and District Social 
Club considering erection of new club premises in 
Whitley-rd., Benton. 

Newrastle-on-Tyne.—Licensing Justices approved 
schemes for new licensed premises in Redhall-dr. for 
James Deuchar, Ltd. (A, Marshall & Tweedy, 36, 
Blackett-st.) and Ranmere-rd. for Robert Deuchar, 
Ps (A, S. H. Lawson, Emmerson-chbrs., Blackett- 
st.). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans to be prepared for con- 
struction of out-patients’ department at Royal Victoria 
Infirmary, cost £150,000. A expected to be appointed 
shortly. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to erect 17 houses on 
vacant allotment land in Yewcroft-ave., Ferguson- 
la.—It is proposed to sell site on Kenton North 
Estate for proposed Methodist Church. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received loan sanction 
for £92,657 for 62 houses and £67,141 for 53 houses 
on Kenton North housing estate. City A, G. 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market. 

North Riding.—Gollins, Melvin, Ward & Ptnrs., 
15, Manchester-sq., ‘London, W1, appointed architects 
by EC for proposed Pickering Sec. Sch. 

North Riding.—EC approved sketch plans for 
primary sch, at Colburn. A, S. Morrison & Ptnrs., 
Full-st., Derby.—Sketch plans being prepared for 
£16,000 extension to Guisborough Gram. Sch. 
Education A, D. W. Dickenson, County Hall, 
Northallerton. 

Northumberland.—Alterations and additions pro- 
posed to Whitley Bay fire station, cost £26,000, for 
CC. No contracts let.—G. H. Gray & Pinrs., 
Camden-st., North Shields, appointed architects by 
EC for proposed additions to Hexham Gram. Sch.— 
EC to spend £10,000 on additions to Biyth Bebside 
Cty. Prim. Sch. 

Nottingham.—TC propose erection of 750 houses 
on Clifton estate and 150 on various small sites within 
city.—To include proposed Highbank Jun. Sch. in 
1955 programme, £55,941 est.—Propose erection of 
new fire station at Squires-ave. Received Min. 
approval for erection of branch library at Spondon-st. 

Notts.—CC propose erection of five-bay ambulance 
station at Newark, £10,250 est.—Approved in prin- 
ciple erection of branch library at Béeston.—To 
prepare scheme for completion o. extensions to 
County Hall, £916,000 est. Architect, E. V. Harris, 19, 
West Eaton-pl., Eaton-sq., London, SWwl. 

Ormskirk.—BC propose further 50 two-bedroomed 
type and 50 three-bedroomed type houses on Scott 
estate. 

Otley.—Pool Village Memorial Hall Com. propose 
erection of new village hall, £10,000 est. A, R. 
Thackrah, Pool. 

Penrith.—_RDC Hsg. Com. to consider erection of 
further houses at Lazonby. 

Redcar.—Samuel Smith Old Brewery, Ltd., Tad- 
caster, to construct licensed premises in Farndale- 


sq., Redcar. 
Rowley Regis.—Dudley Breweries, Ltd., propose 
erection of PH at Brickhouse Farm estate. 
Scarborough.—RDC approved erection of 59 


houses at Crossgates on main Scarborough to Seamer- 
td. for Ideal Estates (Doncaster), Ltd. 

Southport.—TC approved plans for crematorium at 
Brows Court, Scarisbrick, £64,300 est. 

Southport.—Start likely to be made in near future 
on erection of Southport’s new high school for girls 
at Hillside, cost about £170,000. Plans by Boro’ A 
department. 
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South Shields.—Welfare Com. approved expendi- 
ture of £16,910 on proposed adaptations to Whiteleas 
Hosp. Plans by BE, Reid. 

Stockton-on-Tees. ac — plans and esti- 
mates for proposed block municipal buildings on 
Cattle (Market site, cost £225,000. Plans by Boro’ A. 

Sunderland.—Hsg. Com. plan to spend £2,318,827 
in coming p mlen year on houses, shops, roads and 
sewers, etc., and slum clearance. 

Tamworth. —TC to prepare scheme for erection of 
aged persons’ bungalows, adjacent to Gosetry-rd., 
Bolehall estate. 

Tipton.—BC to prepare scheme for erection of 
three-storey flats on Dudley Port site. To prepare 
— layout for two-storey blocks of flats at Park- 
a ast. 

Tynemouth.—EC given first omg in building pro- 
gramme to new sec. tech. sch. for 600 boys and girls. 

Wakefield.—RDC propose 20 houses at Sharlston, 
10 at Middlestown and 10 at Walton. 

ho ne "% to ae ee of £43,670 for 
erection o ouses at Caroline-gdns. Plans b 
BS, G. Teasdale. 7 . 

Wardle.—UDC approved revised layout for erec- 
tion of houses on site bounded by Ashbrook-cres., 
Hollowspell, and Oakcliffe-rd. 

Re «. Hartlepool.—C. L. Heslop, 7, Upper Church- 

A, for new premises in York-st: ‘for Hartlepools 


Ceop: -pommng ae a West Hartlepool. 
es nes. — approved layout for 8 houses at 
Chapel-rd., Hesketh Bank. . ‘ 


Wharfedale.—RDC approved plans for 37 dwell- 
ings at Church-la. estate, Pool. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. . 

ft Denotes provisionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification.‘ 

q = accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Ayrshire.—88 houses, Onthank. housing oe Kil- 
marnock. Architect, J. Austen Bent, ARIB. 15, 
Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edinburgh: *James Laidiag 

— a" Dalmarnock-rd., Rui 

irkenhead.—Alterations and extensions 7 Wood- 
church-rd. primary school for EC: *Cartwright Bros. 
(Little en Ltd., Dudleston-cd., Little Sutton, 
Wirral, £82,578 

Bolton.—Extensions to | ag at Spa-rd., Bolton, 
for British Hardware and Tools, Ltd.: *Stanley Porter, 
Ltd., Crofter Sawmills, Bolton. 

Bootle.—Day special school for realy sub- 
normal children for EC: *Hy. Boat &-Sons, Ltd., 
Heysham-rd., Liverpool, 10, £44,747¢ Park Hotel, 
Dunnings Bridge- rd., Netherton, for Greenall Whitley 
& Co., Ltd.: *D. A. Ablett & Sons, Ltd., Sovereign- 
rd. Sawmills, Wigan. 

Bradford.—Eccleshill Secondary Modern School for 
EC: *W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., 
Nottingham. 

Burnley.—153 houses at Turf Moor ‘estate for BC: 
*George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £215,409. 

Carlisle.—Crematorium for CC. City Engineer, 
L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st.; oy John Laing & 
Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle, "£45, 

Cumberland.—12 police houses: on sites at Mary- 
port, Aspatria and Wigton, and Police superinten- 
dent’s house at Penrith for RDC. County H. 
Haughan, 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle: *R. E. R 
Son, Penrith. 

Dartmoor.—North Hessary Tor television oe 
mitting station for BBC: *John Garrett & Son, Ltd., 
of Embankment House, Prince Rock, Plymouth, 
£90,000. 

Dundee.—600 traditional houses at the Camper- 
down Home Farm housing estate for HC: *Alliance 
Construction (Scotland), Ltd., Dundee (300 three- 
storey flatted houses); *Blackburn (Dumbarton), 
Ltd. (150 cottage type); and *Scottish Construction 
Co., Ltd., Edinburgh (150 cottage type). Approx. 
total cost, £750,000. 

Durham.—Felling Wardley Infants’ New County 
School for CC. County A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 
Durham: *D. Glen, Ltd., Albert-rd., Jarrow, £37,174. 

Gateshead.—Extension to the mirror department of 
Clarke Chapman & Co., Ltd., Park-rd., Gateshead: 
*Brims & Co., Ltd., City-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Glasgow.—Knightswood housing department main- 
tenance depot, and cleansing department. Designs by 
Architectural and Planning Dept., Municipal-bldgs., 
eee Glasgow: *Angus Macdougall & Co., 

Ltd., 24° eta ie London-rd., Bridgeton, 
Glasgow, £36,738 

Glendale.—16 houses and flats at Wooler for the 
RDC. Surveyor, A Field, Council Offices, Wooler: 
*G. Beattie & Co., Rivonia: £18,960 

Glendale.—70 houses on the Westwood-ave. housing 
estate for the RDC. Surveyor, A. R. Field, Council 
Offices, Wooler: *Gregory, Ltd., Worthing, £86,303. 

Hackney.—Clapton Common (No. 6) Housing 
Scheme, 67 dwellings: *Direct labour, £153,160 (which 
includes the amount of the tender of Wates, Ltd., 
Norbury, for the reinforced concrete framing, etc., 


eay & 


viz., £30,17 


Islington.—R otherfield Court, Blocks C and D, 


E. Wallis & Sons, i“. Wo . . £191,357 
E. A. Roome & Co., Ltd., E9 188,450 
Allen Fairhead & Son, Ltd., Enfield 181,011 
M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham, 
“ene 178,518 
J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., “W1 .. 172,340 
\ see. Bros., Ltd., N17 171,709 
*Gee, ees so & Slater, as. -'100, Park-la., 
wi A os 170,055 
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€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 


£500 or over for the week ended February 19:— 


Building work: Farrans, Ltd., 78, Mount-st., 


wi; 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 





ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 
SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel. : CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams : ‘* EFFEMBE, Holb., London”’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded 


THE BUILDER 


Robert M. Douglas (Contractors), Ltd., 395, George- 
rd., Erdington, Birmingham; Rice & Son, 'Ltd., I, 
Stockwell-rd., SW9; Busworth & Wakeford, Ltd., 
New-st., Daventry, Northants. Resurfacing work: 
Wirksworth Quarries, Ltd., Bank House, 286, 
Pentonville-rd., Nl. Artificer’s work: Markwell 
Holmes & Hayter, Ltd., 198, Albert-ave., Hull. 


London (Metropolitan § Police).—Erection of 12 
flats, Barcombe-ave., Streatham Hill: R. Mansell, 
Ltd., £28,986. 


€London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry 
of Works for week ended February 12:— 

London: BPO, Waterloo Station, SE1, alterations 
and adaptations, Kyle Stewart (Contractors), Ltd., 
338, Kilburn High-rd., NW6; Fortress House, Savile- 
row, WI, internal decorations, South London Decora- 
tors, Ltd., 9, Streatham High-rd., SW16; Welbeck 

TE, 5, 7 and 9, Nottingham-pl., alterations, repairs 
and decorations, John Greenwood, Ltd., King 
William-st., House, Arthur-st., EC. Hampshire : 
RAE Farnborough, accommodation for _ testing 
synthetic lubricating oils, Lavender McMillan 
(Contrs.), Ltd., 54, Cheam Common-rd., Worcester- 
park, Surrey. Hertfordshire: Building Research 
Station, Garston, Nr. Watford, extension of work- 
shops and offices and the erection of Marston sheds, 
A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 79, Eccleston-sq-, SWI. 


Kent: Customs and Excise, Corinthian Manor-way, 
Erith, new waterguard office, Blythe & Co., 
Ltd., 9, Baring-rd., SE12. Lanarkshire: Dalmar- 


nock-rd, Rutherglen, erection of NAB offices, Dougall 
& Co., Ltd., Glasgow-rd., Dumbarton. Lancashire: 
Customs and Excise, Heysham Harbour, Morecambe, 
erection of new customs house, Barrow Bros. 
(Builders), Ltd., Bulk-rd., Lancaster; MPNS, 60, 
Huddersfield-rd., Oldham, alterations and adaptations, 
Haldean Building Co., Booth-st., Middleton Junc- 
tion, Nr. Manchester; Ministry of Labour, Ebenezer- 
bldgs, Manchester-st., Oldham, adaptations, Haldean 


Building Co., Booth-st., Middleton Junction, Nr. 
Manchester. Leicestershire: RAPC. Gipsy-la., 
Leicester, internal decorations, Alfred Bagnall & 


Sons, Ltd., 7, Market-st., Shipley, Yorks. North- 
amptonshire: 29, Corporation-st., Corby, adaptations 
to form branch post office, S Sale & Co., Ltd 
1-5, Milton-st., Northampton. 
€London (War Dept,).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended February 12:— 
Berkshire: cladding to roofs, Bitumen Indus- 
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and low cost building 


BROAD-AGHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 
BROAD & CO. LTD. PADDINGTON W2 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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tries (Contractors), Ltd., Slough; electrical in- 
Stallations, Leonard J. Ive., Ltd., Watford. 
Cheshire: painting and decorating, J. Lightfoot & 
Son, Chester. Hertfordshire: building work, J. S. 
Alderton & Co., Ltd., London; roadwork, H. V. 
Smith & Co., Ltd., London. Inverness-shire: build. 
ing work, Alex Mackenzie & Son, Kirkhill. Kent: 
building work, H. Goodsell, se as Leicester- 
shire: poruts and decorating, T. E. Cundy & Son, 
Ltd., icester. Warwickshire: electrical installa- 
tions, National Electric and Engineering Co. (Bir- 
mingham), Ltd., Birmingham. Yorkshire: painting 
and decorating, 'N. S. Long,” Ltd., Shrewsbury. 
Northampton.—Eastfield Infants’ School for EC: 
*Robert Marriott, Ltd., Higham-rd., Rushden 
Nottingham. —Repairs and reconstruction ~" ¥ slippe or 
baths at Exhibition Baths for TC: *Thomas Fish & 
Sons, Ltd., 567, Woodborough-rd., Mapperley, 
£37,627. 3 shops with dwelling accommodation 
over at Clifton estate: *M. Sweeney & Palmer, 
Ltd., Beechdale-rd., Aspley, £11,904, 
Plymouth.—Additional classrooms to Camels Head 
School. Architect, Stirling, ARIBA, City 
Architect, Seymour-rd., Plymouth. Surveyor, Gleeds 
(Plymouth), Phoenix-chbrs., Princess-sq., Plymouth: 
N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Sutton-rd., Ply- 
mouth, £5,420. 
Portsmouth.—Reconstruction of the Guildhall for 
CC: *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., £864,531 
Rochdale.—90 dwellings, 16 garages and roads and 
sewers at Falinge Hill estate for TC: *James Hobson 
& Sons, Ltd., Drake-st., Rochdale, £113,278. 
Stockport.—Moat ey Modern School for 
4 Godfrey & Son, Ltd., Bowling-rd., 
Gorton, Manchester, £120, 100. Resiting of industriaf 
building at Conway-st. for British Trimmings, Ltd.: 
*Donald McDonald, Ltd., Trafford Bar, Manchester. 
Sunderland.—Warehouse and garage in King-st. for 
R. L. Charman, Ltd. Architects, Newrick and Black- 
bell, 58, John-st., Sunderland: *Randle & Co., Back 
Dunelm, Sunderland. 
Sunderland.—Club and institute, Thorndale-rd., for 





the Thorney Close Working Men’s Club. Archi- 
tects, Newrick and Blackbell, 58, John-st., Sunder- 
land: *George Henderson, Boldon-la., East Boldon, 
£21,000. 

Walsall. : Gipsy- 
la.: *Austin & Co., Daw End-la., Rushall, Walsall, 


£62,371. 38 at Gipsy-la.: *United Construction 
(Walsall), Ltd., 54, Green-la., Walsall, £50,153. 
houses at Proffitt-st.: *Rock Downes, Ltd., 115, 
Walsall-rd.. Aldridge, £34,244. = at Dartmouth- 
ave.: *Rock & Downes, Ltd., £33,8 

West Bromwich.—New lp 78 at ” Lyttleton Halt 
estate for Mills Scaffold Co., . *A. J. Crump 
Sons, Ltd., Aston-rd., Daaiey’ 

Wharfedale.—37 houses at Church-la., Pool, for 
RDC: *Arthur Gibbs & Son, Ltd. (recommended). 








THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L* 


SALES, HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9. HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 














E.C.1 








GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Registered Office: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


Works: 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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